
MIAMI: Florida’s House of Representatives have
approved a bill allowing teachers to carry
firearms-a controversial step whose effectiveness
in countering school shootings remains unproven.
The aim of the measure, which was previously ap-
proved by the state’s Senate and now goes to Re-
publican Governor Ron DeSantis’s desk, is the
prevention of school shootings such as one that
left 17 people dead at a high school in Parkland,
Florida in February 2018. 

Supporters of the bill-which permits teachers
to carry firearms on school campuses on a volun-
tary basis after they have completed 144 hours of
training-say armed teachers could save lives in the
event of a school shooting. But its opponents warn
of the danger of accidents among teachers who
would effectively be tasked with policing as well
as education, and who, in the event of a school
shooting, could be mistaken for a shooter by law
enforcement. 

“Arming teachers is a recipe for disaster-a
reckless plan which will complicate active-shooter
situations,” Representative Val Demings, a Florida
Democrat and former Orlando police chief, said of
the measure. “The real solution is to keep guns out
of the wrong hands,” Demings tweeted.

Tackling gunman
Meanwhile, a 21-year-old student gave his life

to save others by tackling a gunman who was

shooting up a university classroom, police in the
US said yesterday. Charlotte-Mecklenburg Police
Chief Kerr Putney said the authorities were still
trying to find a motive for Tuesday’s attack at the
University of North Carolina, which left under-
graduate Riley Howell and another student dead.
Trystan Terrell, 22, a former student, was arrested
following the shooting at the school’s Charlotte
campus, which also left four wounded.

Putney said he had spoken to Howell’s father
about the youngster’s heroism. “When I spoke to
the father - one father to another - I told him per-
sonally, I wished I had words,” he said. “What I did
tell him is, we’re committed to the work, we’re
going to get to the bottom of it. We assured him
we’re going to find out the why,” Putney said.
“We’re going to give them closure.” The officer
said Howell, an environmental studies major from
Waynesville, North Carolina, had taken the as-
sailant “off his feet.” “(He) did exactly what we
trained people to do,” Putney said. “You’re either
going to run, hide and shield or you’re going to
take the fight to the assailant,” he said.

Having no place to run or hide, Howell chose
the last option open to him. “But for his work, the
assailant may not have been disarmed,” Putney
said. “Unfortunately, he gave us life in the process.
But his sacrifice saved lives.” The other slain stu-
dent was identified as Ellis Parlier, a 19-year-old
computer science major from Midland, North

Carolina. Three of the four injured students remain
hospitalized. One of those still in hospital was
identified by the Charlotte Observer newspaper
as Rami Al-Ramadhan, a 20-year-old engineering
student from Saudi Arabia.

Terrell is facing two counts of murder and four
counts of attempted murder. As he was being led
into a police station following his arrest, a televi-
sion reporter asked him what happened. “I just

went into his classroom and shot the guys,” he
said. The latest in a string of mass shootings in the
US came just days after a teenage gunman opened
fire on a synagogue in Poway, California, killing
one person and injuring three others. According
to government figures, 40,000 people were killed
by firearms in the United States in 2017 - two
thirds of them suicides - the highest annual toll in
five decades. — Agencies 
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CHARLOTTE: UNC Charlotte students participate in a vigil on campus where the previous day a gunman
killed two people and injured four students in Charlotte, North Carolina. — AFP 

Slain US student saved lives tackling gunman

Florida lawmakers approve bill 
allowing teachers to be armed

Afghans call for 
ceasefire amid
peace summit 
KABUL: Afghan officials called for a cease-
fire yesterday as a huge peace summit wound
down in Kabul after thousands of delegates
spent days discussing possible conditions for
a peace deal with the Taleban. This week’s
“loya jirga”, or grand assembly, saw more
than 3,000 religious and tribal leaders, politi-
cians and representatives from across the
country gather under tight security to dis-
cuss the possibility of peace. 

The Taleban, who were not at the talks,
are this week separately meeting in Doha
with US peace envoy Zalmay Khalilzad in a
bid to make a deal with Washington that
could see the withdrawal of foreign forces
from Afghanistan. While the full results of the
summit may not be announced until Friday,
several committee leaders said they wanted
to see an immediate pause in violence, which
has continued apace across Afghanistan even
with various peace summits taking place.

“Every day, Afghans are being killed with-
out any reason. An unconditional ceasefire
must be announced,” said Mohammad
Qureshi, head of one of the jirga’s many com-
mittees. Huge swathes of Afghan society

worry that if the US does make a deal with
the Taleban, the militant Islamists would try
to seize power and undo advances in
women’s rights, media freedoms, and legal
protections. The Taleban has steadfastly re-
fused to talk to the Afghan government,
which it views as a puppet regime. 

That means that even if the US and the
Taleban can agree to a deal to end the war
and a timetable for an eventual troop with-
drawal, the insurgents must still forge some
kind of an accord with Afghan politicians and
tribal elders before an enduring ceasefire
could kick in. “We dont want such a peace
that women’s rights are not respected, free-
dom of expression are not ensured, elections
are not held,” committee member Faizullah
Jalal told the summit. Several delegates also
rejected Taleban and opposition calls for an
interim government when President Ashraf
Ghani’s term expires this month.

“It is you who will show the government
the way towards peace and the government
will do what you demand,” jirga chairman
Abdul Rab Rasul Sayyaf said. “No one will im-
pose anything on you.” Several opposition fig-
ures had boycotted the assembly, complaining
it amounted to a political rally for Ghani, but
Sayyaf said the summit was not aimed at sup-
porting any particular candidate for the Sep-
tember presidential elections. The loya jirga is
a centuries-old tradition in Afghanistan that
has been convened at times of national crisis
or to settle big issues. — AFP 

Missile contracts 
surge as US
exits arms
treaty: Study
GENEVA: Washington has signed more than $1
billion in new missile contracts in the three months
since it announced plans to withdraw from a key
Cold War-era arms treaty, campaigners said yes-
terday. “The withdrawal from the INF Treaty has
fired the starting pistol on a new Cold War,”
warned Beatrice Fihn, who heads the Nobel
Peace Prize-winning International Campaign to
Abolish Nuclear Weapons (ICAN).

US President Donald Trump announced last
October that his country would leave the Inter-
mediate-Range Nuclear Forces (INF) agreement
concluded between the US and the former Soviet
Union in 1987. Washington, which accused Russia
of violating the treaty through a new missile sys-
tem, began the official process of withdrawing
from the pact in February. Russian President
Vladimir Putin responded by saying Moscow
would also leave the INF treaty, which is consid-
ered the cornerstone of global arms control.

In the three months following the October an-
nouncement, the US government “proceeded to
arrange no less than $1 billion in new missile con-
tracts”, according to a report by ICAN and an-
other anti-nuclear campaign group, PAX. The

report detailed over $1.1 billion in new contracts
with six mainly US companies. US defense con-
tractor Raytheon saw the biggest windfall, tally-
ing 44 new contracts worth some $537 million.
Lockheed Martin meanwhile scooped up 36 new
contracts, worth $268 million, while Boeing
grabbed four new contracts totaling $245 million,
the report found.

‘Congress should investigate’ 
“Congress should investigate the lobbying

roles of Boeing, Lockheed Martin and Raytheon
who took the lion’s share of these contracts,” Fihn
said in a statement. The report authors acknowl-
edged that it was unclear if all of the new con-
tracts awarded between October 22, 2018 and
January 21, 2019 were for new nuclear weapon
production. “What is clear is that there is a new
rush towards building more missiles that benefit
a handful of US companies and intend to flood
the market with missiles regardless of their
range,” they said. At a global level, the report
found that governments are currently contracting
at least $116 billion (102 billion euros) to private
companies in France, India, Italy, the Netherlands,
Britain and the US for the production, develop-
ment and stockpiling of nuclear weapons.

At the same time, it stressed that the private
sector involvement in the arsenals of China, Israel,
North Korea, Pakistan and Russia remain largely
hidden, with little insight into how much is being
contracted and which companies are getting the
deals. Many of the outstanding contracts identi-
fied in the report were granted around 2015 and
are set to expire in 2020, but some of the con-
tracts have far longer time frames. — AFP 


