
WASHINGTON: Joe Biden’s rapid emergence as
front-runner in the race for the 2020 Democratic
presidential nomination has caught the attention of
President Donald Trump and unnerved some of his
allies, who believe Biden is a potentially dangerous
rival. Biden soared from “will-he-or-won’t-he-
run?” status to the head of the crowded Demo-
cratic field just days after announcing his
candidacy last week, pulling away from Senator
Bernie Sanders and a host of other rivals in opinion
polls.  A CNN poll gave Biden a 15-point lead in a
field of 20 Democratic candidates. Some Trump
advisers see the former vice president, with his
mainstream blue-collar appeal, as a tough oppo-
nent in the three states that carried Trump to his
improbable victory in 2016 - Michigan, Wisconsin
and Pennsylvania.

Losing any of those states in 2020 would make
Trump’s path to re-election more problematic.
“They think they’re in trouble there and they think
he’s a real threat,” said one outside Trump adviser,
who spoke on condition of anonymity. Trump’s ini-
tial response to Biden’s entry into the race was to
use a well-worn playbook - give him a mocking
nickname - “Sleepy Joe Biden” - and insult his in-
telligence. “I have known Joe over the years,”
Trump said on Fox News. “He is not the brightest
light bulb in the group, I don’t think, but he has a
name that they know.”

Trump later went on a Twitter tirade after the

largest US firefighters union endorsed Biden, in-
cluding posting dozens of retweets on Wednesday
from purported firefighters and their friends and
families professing support for the Republican
president or criticizing Biden. Despite his focus on
Biden, some of Trump’s friends said he did not seem
particularly concerned about him, at least at this
stage, given that the first votes in the nominating
process will not be cast until early next year. White
House counselor Kellyanne Conway played down
the idea that Trump saw Biden as his biggest threat.

“No, I think it’s just fun to remind everybody
about him. ... Maybe he’s an easy mark, and he just
announced for president of the United States,” she
told reporters. Trump allies said Biden, who was
vice president under Trump’s predecessor, Barack
Obama, could still get chewed up by a large, di-
verse field of Democratic rivals, many leaning to
the left of Biden and discussing policies such as tax
hikes for wealthier Americans and government-run
healthcare. As long as Democrats are moving left,
said David Urban, a political consultant and Trump
campaign aide in 2016, “I like our chances whoever
is at the top of the ticket for the Democrats.”

Warning signs
The Trump re-election campaign said it be-

lieved that whoever emerges as the Democratic
nominee would have adopted policy stances out of
tune with most Americans. “There is no centrist

lane in the Democrat primary,” said Trump cam-
paign communications director Tim Murtaugh.
“We view them as one big liberal organism right
now with 28 heads.” Still, there are warning signs
for Trump.

He won narrow victories in 2016 over Democrat
Hillary Clinton in Michigan, Wisconsin and Penn-
sylvania with the help of blue-collar voters who

once voted Democratic but switched to Trump.
Trump’s advisers said repeating his victories in
those crucial states next year might be a tall order.
Biden, a longtime US senator from Delaware, held
his first campaign rally in Pennsylvania and has
quickly sought to make the campaign into a battle
against Trump rather than against his rivals for the
Democratic nomination. — Reuters
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Warren Buffett: 
Beloved American 
billionaire with 
humility
NEW YORK: Legend, icon, guru: Warren Buffett cuts
a unique figure in the United States as a billionaire with
a long track record of brilliant investing whose renown
is softened by folksy midwestern charm. Donning clas-
sic gray suits and colored ties, the 88-year-old “Oracle
of Omaha” has managed to cultivate a humble and ac-
cessible persona despite his standing as the world’s
third-richest person.

His following in his home country is cult-like, with
thousands of small investors making a pilgrimage each
spring for the annual meeting at Berkshire Hathaway,
Buffett’s company. The event takes place in Omaha,
Nebraska, right in the middle of the United States, in
the city where Buffett was born and has always lived.
“He is such a down-to-earth person,” said David Kass,
a finance professor at the University of Maryland and
the author of a blog on Buffett and Berkshire Hath-
away. “He’s a hero who’s generally popular with the
public,” said Gregori Volokhine of Meeschaert Finan-
cial Services.

Nothing fancy
Buffett evinces few of the trappings of the generally

loathed “one percent.” He has lived in the same house
since 1958 in a quiet neighborhood of Omaha. His gas-
tronomic tastes are also decidedly humble and include

McDonald’s chicken McNuggets at least three times a
week. He also favors potato chips for snacks, ice cream
for dessert and an average of five cans of Coca-Cola
per day.

Equally telling, Buffett eschews big-ticket art-col-
lecting and other pursuits emblematic of the high life.
“I don’t need fancy clothes,” Buffett told CBS in 2013.
“I don’t need fancy food.” Though raised middle class,
Buffett did not have an easy childhood in some ways.
He has described going through a shoplifting phase and
was forced to navigate around his abusive mother Leila,
who used to berate his sister Doris as “stupid.”

In the biography “Giving it all away: The Doris Buf-
fett story,” Warren Buffett acknowledges he did not
stand up to his mother on Doris’ behalf, saying “I never
did because I was afraid of becoming the target my-
self.” Buffett’s commitment to philanthropy has further
helped insulate him from popular resentment. He has
donated billions of dollars to the Bill & Melinda Gates
Foundation and has, like Gates, called for the wealthy
to pay higher taxes.  —AFP 

NEW YORK: Since making his first
stock purchase at 11 years old, Warren
Buffett has built a business empire that
extends to insurance, rail transport and
frozen desserts, not to mention a
bulging portfolio of financial market in-
vestments. Berkshire Hathaway, Buffett’s
holding company, takes its name from a
textile business he acquired in 1965 and
which went bust in the 1980s. But that
unsuccessful investment did not stop
the company from becoming one of the
biggest in the world, with a market
value of more than $500 billion and
with nearly 400,000 employees.

Insurance companies 
GEICO, the US auto insurer known

for its mascot, a green, British-accented
gecko, was one of Buffett’s first big
moves. But Berkshire also has stakes in
life and health insurance coverage as
well as reinsurance.

The multi-billionaire describes this
business line as Berkshire Hathaway’s
growth engine, allowing the company to
invest policyholder premiums and pay
out claims as needed.

Trains 
The BNSF Railway Company in-

cludes nearly 400 companies acquired
over 160 years. With more than 8,000
locomotives rolling on more than
32,000 miles (50,000 kilometers) of
railways and 45,000 employees, the
company hauls passengers as well as
grain and autos in the central and west-
ern United States.

Energy
With coal, natural gas and solar

power, Berkshire Hathaway produces
and delivers energy to nearly 12 million
customers worldwide. The company
also this week pledged $10 billion to
help finance Occidental Petroleum’s bid
to beat out rival Chevron take over
Anadarko Petroleum.

4 dozen different companies
Always on the lookout for a good

deal, Buffett over the years has scooped
up a diverse array of companies like the
metal components maker Precision
Castparts; wholesale supply chain firm
McLane Company; underwear maker
Fruit of the Loom; carpet manufacturer
Shaw Industries; Duracell batteries and
the Dairy Queen chain of fast food
restaurants. — AFP 

In this file photo, investor Warren Buffett speaks during the
‘United State of Women Summit’ at the Washington Con-
vention Center in Washington, DC. — AFP 

DES MOINES: Democratic presidential candidate and former vice president Joe Biden speaks to guests
during a campaign event at The River Center in Des Moines, Iowa. — AFP 

Biden’s rise in 2020 race catches 
Trump’s eye, unnerves his allies

A CNN poll gives Biden a 15-point lead

Ice cream, insurance, trains:
Many sides of Buffett’s empire


