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Govt replaces over 2,000 expats this year
Rights panel may invite premier over bedoon rights
By B Izzak

KUWAIT: The Civil Service Commission in-
formed a National Assembly panel yesterday
that the government has so far this year replaced
between 2,000 and 2,500 expat civil servants
with Kuwaitis, a lawmaker said.

Rapporteur of the assembly human resources
committee MP Mohammad Al-Huwailah said the
commission also said that it replaced 3,150 expat
employees last year, in a bid to create more jobs
for Kuwaiti graduates.

The recently-established committee aims at

pressuring the government to accelerate the
process of replacing some 80,000 expatriates
still employed in the government departments,
mostly in highly-skilled jobs, mainly in the min-
istries of education and health.

The committee has held several meetings
with government officials and stepped up pres-
sure on the civil service commission and min-
istries to find jobs for some 8,000 Kuwaitis
listed as job-seekers.

In the meantime, the assembly human rights
committee said it may invite the prime minister
to a meeting to discuss reported pressures on

thousands of stateless people or bedoons in a
bid to force them to reveal their actual citizen-
ship. Head of the committee MP Adel Al-Damkhi
said the committee yesterday met with the inte-
rior minister and discussed a draft law providing
broader civil and humanitarian rights for
bedoons. Damkhi said the bill is expected to be
debated in the national assembly in the next ses-
sion amid a controversy between supporter and
opponent lawmakers.

He said the government did not give a clear
opinion on the bill which seeks to give bedoons
full human rights until their decades-old problem

is resolved. MP Safa Al-Hashem meanwhile said
she was opposed to the draft law for fear it could
open the way for large-scale naturalizations and
therefore undermine the identity of Kuwait.

MP Riyadh Al-Adasani threatened yester-
day to file to grill Information Minister Mo-
hammad Al-Jabri a second time if the session
next Wednesday to vote on a no-confidence
motion turns into sectarian or tribal session.
The lawmaker, who grilled the minister along
with MPs Damkhi and Mohammad Al-Dallal,
said the minister did not answer many accusa-
tions in the grilling. 

By Meshaal Al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: Ministry of Health’s (MoH) assistant undersecre-
tary for public health affairs Dr Majeda Al-Qattan stressed
Kuwait has come a long way in terms of vaccinations, with a
95-99 percent vaccination rate in children below five against
polio, tetanus, diphtheria, pertussis, measles, rubella, mumps,
meningitis and hepatitis, which put an end to many pediatric
diseases and reduced others by 85-94 percent. But despite
the achievements in this field, Qattan said that the number of
people hesitant to take the vaccines is increasing worldwide
and has affected some countries like the US, where over
110,000 children were diagnosed with measles in 2018. 

“This hesitation is limited to 1-2 percent in Kuwait,” she
noted. Speaking on the occasion of celebrating World Immu-
nization Week marked worldwide in the period of April 24-
30, Qattan stressed that this week aims at boosting public
awareness about the significance of immunization in various
age categories, adding various activities were organized in
various areas around Kuwait under the slogan “Protected To-
gether, Vaccines Work” for various age categories. Qattan
added that the activities included awareness lectures for both
the public and medical staff working in over 70 health facili-
ties, health expos in various hospitals and clinics, distributing
brochures and flyers to the public and putting up hundreds
of posters and rollups. 

Iftar campaign
Kuwait Food Bank (KFB) announced launching the iftar

campaign through which it aims, in collaboration with the
awqaf secretariat general, to distribute around 120,000 iftar
meals during Ramadan. In this regard, KFB Director Salem
Al-Hamar said that the campaign will start from the first day
of Ramadan in various mosques and labor camps around
Kuwait with the help of a large team of well-trained volun-
teers. “We already started preparing for the campaign long
enough before Ramadan as part of the bank’s strategic plan
and charity program,” Hamar explained, adding that the cam-
paign is part of KFB’s social responsibility activities to high-
light Islamic regulations and the values of compassion
amongst the people of Kuwait. Finally, Hamar invited donors
desiring to take part in the campaign to donate online through
the bank’s website: www.kuwaitfoodbank.org or by visiting
KFB’s headquarters in Qurtuba. 

95-99% children
in Kuwait
vaccinated: MoH

By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: Accountants working at the Ministry of Education
(MoE) yesterday demonstrated in protest of the amount of work
they are required to do and the lack of financial incentives, ac-
cording to their statements. Protestors said they have to process
and input the data of over 100,000 MoE employees’ salaries
every month, while the allowances paid to accountants are inad-
equate compared to the efforts exerted. They also stressed that
their claims had been falling on deaf ears and that nobody in MoE
cares about them. 

MoE’s assistant undersecretary for financial affairs Yousef Al-
Najjar said that he had been urging the Civil Service Commission
(CSC) to increase accountants’ wages since he assumed his post.
Najjar explained that accountants get a KD 300 allowance for
those holding university degrees, while those with lower degrees
get a little less. He also stressed that there is no shortage in the
numbers of accountant as new recruits are being constantly ap-

pointed in the sector. 
In another educational concern, MoE recently authorized var-

ious schools to adjust the data of bedoon students in grade 12 be-
fore approving the final version and handing it to the exam control,
as some of them had been facing nationality-related problems. In
this regard, educational sources said the adjustments will be done
according to the ID cards issued by the central apparatus for il-
legal residents, which was welcomed by parents who rejected the
presence of other nationalities in their children’s birth certificates.    

Solar power plant
The Cabinet’s economic affairs committee will meet Sunday to

discuss building, operating and maintaining Al-Debdebah solar
power plant. In a letter addressed to the Cabinet’s secretariat gen-
eral, Oil Minister and Minister of Electricity and Water Khaled Al-
Fadhel stressed that the project aims at achieving HH the Amir’s
vision to provide 15 percent of the power Kuwait needs from re-
newable resources by 2030, and this is why the Cabinet author-
ized Kuwait Petroleum Corporation (KPC) to build a plant to
generate electricity using solar power.

Fadhel added that the project, due to be built by KPC’s sub-
sidiary Kuwait National Petroleum Company (KNPC) over a total
area of 32 sq km at Shaqaya renewable energy complex, will pro-
vide 1-1.5 gigawatts of energy. Fadhel said the project was offered
for public bidding in Sept 2018, adding that the winning contrac-
tor will build, operate and maintain the plant for 25 years effective
from expected operations in 2022. 

Education ministry
accountants protest
‘excessive’ workload

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: The interior ministry assistant undersecretary for crim-
inal security Maj Gen Khalid Al-Dayeen announced statistics and
efforts of the sector and allied departments in the field of fighting
drugs during the first quarter of 2019. He appreciated the support
of Deputy Premier and Interior Minister Sheikh Khalid Al-Jarrah
Al-Sabah. He said the criminal security sector exerts major efforts
and provides all facilities to employees to support programs of
fighting against and preventing drugs. He said efforts during the
first quarter of 2019 resulted in confiscating 220 kg of hashish, 6
liters of liquid shabu, 15 kg of heroin, 25 kg of marijuana, 13 gm of
cocaine, 50 gm of powdered chemical, 94,577 psychoactive
tablets and 137 liquor bottles.

In other news, the firefighting sector at Kuwait Fire Service Di-
rectorate (KFSD) carried out a mock exercise at Al-Hamra Tower
in Sharq. The scenario began with two fires on floors 58 and 66,
with two people missing and a third needing medical attention.
Hilali and Capital centers responded, while officers from the pre-
vention department were at hand in the control room to solve any
problems in the tower firefighting systems. The team succeeded
in fighting the fire and rescuing the missing.

In the meantime, the Public Relations and Information at KFSD
said in a statement said the prevention sector went on an inspec-
tion tour of a hospital under construction over an area of 22,000
sq m with two basement car parks. They also inspected a 140-m-
high medical tower including car parking basements and 27 floors
in Mubarak Al-Kabeer governorate. Meanwhile, KFSD introduced
a new collection of support vehicles to join the previous fleet at
various fire centers. The number of vehicles is 26 with a value of
KD 1.5 million. KFSD Director General Lt Gen Khalid Al-Mikrad
said the administration was keen on introducing the vehicles be-
fore the summer season as well as the next rainy season. He said
the administration is keen on upgrading their vehicles and equip-
ment in the short term and long-term. 

Ministry announces
drug seizers for Q1 

KUWAIT: Kuwait Fire Service Directorate officers are seen during an in-
spection tour of a hospital under construction.


