
The Public Authority for Civi l  Information
(PACI) announced the launch of an online
service that will allow expatriates to confirm

and amend their  names in Engl ish prior to the
issuance of their civil ID cards. In a press statement,
it was said that the launch of this service is aimed at
easing the procedures and expanding the use of com-
puters in order to avoid repeated visits to PACI and
ministry of interior. 

Also, the service will enable expatriates to access
the PACI site and ensure correctness of their personal
data, and in case there is a mistake, they can request

for corrections for spelling mistakes in their names in
English. The ministry of interior expressed concerns
about some technical issues related to the cancellation
of residency stickers on the passports of expatriates,
which are meant to avoid data entry mistakes and ease
procedures, since this service will reduce typing
errors when it comes to names written in English.

I think this is a good step to avoid any mistakes in
spelling that could lead to trouble. Similarity of names
is also a big problem for many people when traveling
or arriving from abroad. This is an issue for some
people not only in Kuwait, but also in the Arab world,
because Arabic names are repetitive and similar. In
2017, the court forced the interior ministry to com-
pensate a citizen after he was imprisoned due to hav-
ing a similar name with another wanted person.

In Iraq, for example, the issue of similar names and
their non-correction is a matter of concern for vic-
tims. The similarity of names is one of the problems
experienced by many Iraqis, and impedes Iraqi secu-

rity from reaching the real  culprits . This year,
Lebanese authorities detained an Egyptian musician
when he arrived in Beirut because of the similarity of
names with a Syrian citizen wanted by the Lebanese
authorities, and the verification procedures took
some time until he was cleared. 

Today there is a problem of similarities in names in
many countries that results in freezing of funds of
other persons who are not connected to any terrorist
acts or wanted by authorities. Therefore, joint action
to develop new procedures related to the similarity of
names is important.

I believe introducing modern technological sys-
tems and methods to record the personal data of the
population, whether working in ministries or govern-
ment institutions or private sector or even unem-
ployed, with the correct data is essential. So when
everything is being linked to the civil ID, it helps
identify people who are actually wanted and end sim-
ilarities and mistakes for good.
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KUWAIT: This photo shows a portion of the Sheikh Jaber Causeway, which was officially inaugurated on Wednesday. The nearly 36-kilometer-long causeway shortens the driving time between
Kuwait City and Subiya to less than 30 minutes, as opposed to 90 minutes through the regular 104-kilometer-long route. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat
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