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MUMBAI: Harbhajan Singh dismissed a trio of top
batsmen in the Indian Premier League’s opener on
Saturday before underlining the importance of a fin-
ger spinner to India’s cause at the upcoming Cricket
World Cup.

Playing for champions Chennai, Harbhajan sent
back Royal Challengers Bangalore (RCB) skipper
Virat Kohli, former South Africa batting mainstay AB
de Villiers and England all-rounder Moeen Ali on a
MA Chidambaram Stadium track that offered signifi-
cant assistance to the slow bowlers.

Wrist spinners, once considered a luxury for their
penchant to bleed runs in the chase for wickets, have
taken the limited-overs formats by storm and ban-
ished their finger spin cousins to the fringes.

Five of the top 10 spots in the International Cricket
Council’s rankings for one-day international bowlers
are occupied by wrist spinners-Afghanistan’s Rashid
Khan, Imran Tahir of South Africa, Indian pair
Kuldeep Yadav and Yuzvendra Chahal, and England’s
Adil Rashid.

Harbhajan, who played 103 Tests and 236 ODIs for
India, said there is a perception that wrist spinners
have more chance of success as they possess more
variations in their armoury.

“I have played all my cricket as a finger spinner
and never complained about it. I did okay, not bad,
quite happy with whatever I have achieved,” said the
38-year-old, who has taken over 700 wickets in the
three formats of international cricket.

“It’s come down to the people and their belief
whether finger spinners could do the job or not. I feel
finger spinners have a role to play provided you back
them. “Of course, spinners also need to back them-
selves to spin the ball rather than not spinning them.
New generation they don’t look to spin the ball... As
long as you are looking to spin the ball, you are there
in the game.”

On Saturday, the former India off-spinner’s 3-20
spell at the start of the innings left RCB reeling and
they were eventually bundled out for 70, leaving
Mahendra Singh Dhoni’s side to win the opening
match of the 2019 IPL by seven wickets.

Tahir also picked up three wickets and India all-
rounder Ravindra Jadeja took two while also taking
the catches to dismiss India skipper Kohli and De
Villiers. The success of Chahal and Kuldeep rendered
Jadeja and off-spinner Ravichandran Ashwin surplus
to India’s limited-overs requirements but the former
has battled back into contention for the May 30 to
July 14 World Cup in England and Wales.

“Someone like Ravindra Jadeja, he’s always in the
game,” Harbhajan said of his left-arm spin colleague.
“I don’t want to talk way too much about the World
Cup but he could be a key member for Team India to
win that.

“He’s a factor, he bowls, he bats and he’s a brilliant
fielder. Finger spinners should be given the responsi-
bility, they will deliver it.” — Reuters
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Jets blank Predators, clinch 
playoffs on Connor’s hat trick

Mantha tallies two goals, Red Wings beat Knights in OT
WINNIPEG: Kyle Connor recorded his first career hat
trick, Kevin Hayes tallied four points, Connor Hellebuyck
made 33 saves and the Winnipeg Jets notched a 5-0
shutout over the visiting Nashville Predators on Saturday.
The victory clinched a postseason berth for Winnipeg,
which is in the Stanley Cup playoffs for just the fourth time
in the 19-season history of the Thrashers/Jets franchise.
Winnipeg (45-26-4, 94 points) also extended its Central
Division lead over Nashville to four points as the Jets
chase their first-ever division title. Nashville (42-28-6, 90
points) has lost two in a row and missed a chance to clinch
its own playoff spot. Hellebuyck now has shutouts in con-
secutive starts. He improved to 4-0-0 with a .959 save
percentage over his last five appearances.

BRUINS 7, PANTHERS 3
Visiting Boston scored five times in the second period

en route to defeating Florida. With the win, the Bruins sur-
passed 100 points for the second straight season and
clinched a playoff spot for the third straight year. Boston,
which has won four straight games, got goals from Noel
Acciari, Brad Marchand, Zdeno Chara, Karson Kuhlman,
Steven Kampfer, David Pastrnak and Patrice Bergeron
(empty-netter). Bruins goalie Jaroslav Halak, who took a
5-0 beating from the Panthers on Dec. 4, made 31 saves to
earn the win.

RED WINGS 3, GOLDEN KNIGHTS 2 (OT)
Anthony Mantha scored two goals, including the game-

winner in overtime, as Detroit snapped Vegas’ six-game
home winning streak. Mantha’s game-winner, his 19th of
the season, came just 19 seconds into overtime. Dylan
Larkin intercepted a Reilly Smith pass in front of the Vegas
goal and then backhanded a pass to Mantha, who beat
Malcolm Subban with a wrist shot from the slot on the
glove side. Luke Glendening also scored a goal and
Andreas Athanasiou had two assists for Detroit, which won
for just the fourth time in 17 games. Jimmy Howard had 28
saves for the Red Wings, who picked up their eighth over-
time win of the season.

BLUES 4, LIGHTNING 3
Vladimir Tarasenko capped a three-goal surge in 75

seconds as host St. Louis completed a season sweep of
Tampa Bay. Robert Thomas and Alexander Steen also
scored in the first period, and Brayden Schenn tallied in
the second for the Blues, who improved to 4-0-1 in their
last five games. Rookie Jordan Binnington finished with 39
saves. Brayden Point scored his team-leading 40th goal

and Alex Killorn and Steven Stamkos also tallied for the
Lightning, whose seven-game winning streak came to an
end. Tampa Bay remained four wins shy of Detroit’s NHL
record of 62 victories in 1995-96 with six contests to go.

AVALANCHE 4, BLACKHAWKS 2
Wilson scored the go-ahead goal on a 5-on-3 advan-

tage in the second period as host colorado beat chicago in
Denver in the opener of a home-and-home series. Wilson
added an assist on Sven Andrighetto’s goal in the third
period, and J.T. Compher and Derick Brassard also tallied
for the Avalanche, who have won four in a row heading
into today’s rematch in Chicago. Philipp Grubauer finished
with 29 saves on Saturday and has turned aside 131 of 135
shots in his last four starts. Colorado (34-29-12, 80 points)
moved into sole possession of the Western Conference’s
final wild-card spot, with Arizona and Minnesota each a
point behind.

HURRICANES 5, WILD 1
Teuvo Teravainen had a goal with two assists, and

Jordan Staal recorded one of each as Carolina beat
Minnesota in Raleigh, NC. Brett Pesce, Andrei Svechnikov
and Lucas Wallmark also scored for the Hurricanes, who
bounced back from Thursday’s 6-3 home loss to Tampa
Bay. A winner in five of seven, Carolina (41-26-7, 89
points) owns the first wild-card spot in the Eastern
Conference. Minnesota (35-32-9, 79), meanwhile, fell to 2-
5-1 over its last eight.

DEVILS 2, COYOTES 1 (SO)
Pavel Zacha scored the decisive goal in the sixth round

of the shootout for New Jersey, which edged Arizona in
Newark, N.J. After neither team scored in the first four
rounds of the shootout, the Devils’ Blake Coleman and the
Coyotes’ Conor Garland traded goals in the fifth round.
Zacha then fired a shot between Darcy Kuemper’s legs for
his first career shootout goal, and New Jersey locked up
the victory when Richard Panik’s shot rang off the post.
Drew Stafford scored in the first period for the Devils, who
snapped a three-game losing streak. Goalie Mackenzie
Blackwood recorded 24 saves.

PENGUINS 3, STARS 2
Jared McCann scored twice, including a short-handed

goal off a spin move to break a third-period tie, to pace
visiting Pittsburgh in a win over Dallas. Jake Guentzel also
scored, and Phil Kessel had two assists for the Penguins
(41-24-11), who have won two straight. They also have

points in seven of eight and kept pace in points (93) with
the second-place New York Islanders in the Metropolitan
Division. Tyler Seguin and Andrew Cogliano scored for
Dallas (38-31-6, 82 points), which finished a five-game
homestand 1-3-1 and remains in the top wild-card spot in
the West.

ISLANDERS 4, FLYERS 2
Josh Bailey scored the tie-breaking goal with 3:57

remaining and added an insurance goal 83 seconds later
as New York rebounded from a pair of shutout losses
and edged host Philadelphia. Bailey recorded his first
goal in 13 games since Feb. 26. The clutch tally moved the
Islanders to within one point of the Washington Capitals
for first place in the Metropolitan Division and lowered
their magic number for clinching a postseason spot to
eight. The win also occurred after the Islanders came off
a 5-0 loss to Boston Tuesday and a 4-0 loss at Montreal
two nights later.

CANADIENS 7, SABRES 4
Max Domi and Tomas Tatar each had a goal and two

assists, and Montreal rode a four-goal second period to a
win over visiting Buffalo. Brendan Gallagher scored twice
and had an assist, Andrew Shaw had a goal and an assist,
and Paul Byron and Artturi Lehkonen added goals for
Montreal, which won its third straight and fourth in the
past six games. The victory increased the Canadiens’ lead
to three points over the idle Columbus Blue Jackets in the
race for the second wild card in the East.

FLAMES 3, CANUCKS 1
Mark Giordano scored a goal and assisted both of

his  team’s other tal l ies as vis i t ing Calgary beat
Vancouver. The Western Conference-leading Flames
(47-21-7) posted their sixth win in seven games. The
Canucks (32-33-10) saw their win streak end at three
games. Garnet Hathaway and Andrew Mangiapane also
scored for the Flames.—Reuters

NEWARK: Miles Wood #44 of the New Jersey Devils skates against the Arizona Coyotes at the Prudential Center on
Saturday in Newark, New Jersey. The Devils defeated the Coyotes 2-1 in the shoot-out. — AFP

KOLKATA: Australia’s David Warner smashed 85 from
53 balls on his Indian Premier League comeback yes-
terday but his knock went in vain as Sunrisers
Hyderabad lost to Kolkata Knight Riders. Warner, who
along with compatriot Steve Smith returns to the
Twenty20 tournament after missing the previous edi-
tion due to a ball-tampering controversy, steered
Sunrisers to 181 for three after being put into bat.

His efforts though were not enough, with Andre
Russell hitting an unbeaten 49 off 19 balls as the Knight
Riders won by six wickets with two balls to spare at
Kolkata’s Eden Gardens. A pause for a floodlight failure
in the 16th over re-charged Knight Riders’ chase as
Russell put together an unbeaten 65-run stand with
Shubman Gill, who hit 18 runs including the winning six.
Russell struck four fours and four sixes.

Earlier Warner stood out during a 118-run opening
stand with England’s Jonny Bairstow, who made 39, to
lay the platform for their big total. “It is good to get out
there and contribute. It looked a nice wicket to bat on
but it slowed down a bit which made us reassess after
six overs,” Warner said after his knock.

The Australian admitted some anxiety before his big
return to IPL-and an unusual solution. “I was a bit
nervous in the dressing room and kept drinking pickle
juice,” he said. Opener Warner survived a reprieve on
38 after Knight Riders captain and wicketkeeper
Dinesh Karthik dropped him off left-arm wrist spinner
Kuldeep Yadav.

Warner, who captained Sunrisers to their only IPL

title in 2016, made the most of the spill and raced to his
37th IPL fifty with a six off Russell to signal his aggres-
sive intent. Bairstow was bowled by leg-spinner Piyush
Chawla but Warner took the attack to the opposition,
hitting nine fours and three sixes during his blitz.

Warner, who recently recovered from an elbow
injury he picked in the Bangladesh Premier League,
finally fell to Russell after driving the ball to cover.
Warner said his elbow “wasn’t all too bad” after doing a
lot of work with his trainer back home.

Year-long bans from state and international cricket
for Warner and Smith end on March 28 but the duo are

keen to get among the runs in the IPL, ahead of the 50-
over World Cup starting in May.

The suspension did not include club games but IPL’s
governing council decided not to allow the disgraced
duo in the 11th edition of the T20 league last year in a
bid to avoid controversy.

The pair were banned for cheating in a Cape Town
Test in March last year along with teammate Cameron
Bancroft, whose nine-month ban has already finished.
Smith is expected to appear for his team Rajasthan
Royals in their opening match against Kings XI Punjab
in Jaipur today. — AFP
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KOLKATA: Sunrisers Hyderabad captain David Warner plays a shot as Kolkata Knight Riders captain Dinesh Karthik
looks on during the Indian Premier League (IPL) Twenty20 cricket match between Kolkata Knight Riders and
Sunrisers Hyderabad at the Eden Gardens Stadium, in Kolkata yesterday. — AFP

JOHANNESBURG: Burundi qualified for the African
Cup of Nations finals for the first time as they kept
Gabon striker Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang in check
to get the point they needed in a 1-1 draw on
Saturday.

The result secured them second place in Group C
to join Madagascar and Mauritania as countries
going to the finals for the first time and their
achievement sparked wild celebrations in the tiny
east African country.

They were joined later on Saturday by Cameroon,
Guinea Bissau and Namibia, who qualified despite
losing 4-1 to Zambia in dramatic circumstances.
While Burundi needed only a draw, visitors Gabon,
who hosted the last finals in 2017, had to win in
Bujumbura to join group winners Mali in the expand-
ed 24-team finals in Egypt in June and July.

Burundi were kept at bay repeatedly by the hero-
ics of Gabon’s veteran goalkeeper Didier Ovono
before Cedric Amissi broke the deadlock in the 75th
minute. Yet celebrations were on hold until the final
whistle as Gabon equalised with eight minutes left
when Burundi defender Omar Ngandu turned the
ball into his own net.

Gabon’s Arsenal striker Aubameyang had a largely
quiet afternoon and they were unable to get the sec-
ond goal they needed to reach the finals.

A dramatic stoppage-time equaliser from Frederic
Mendy secured Guinea Bissau top place in Group K
after a 2-2 draw at home to Mozambique.

Mozambique were headed to the finals along with
Guinea Bissau as they came from behind to lead 2-1
thanks to an 89th-minute goal from substitute
Nelson. But they conceded an equaliser to Mendy
four minutes into stoppage time and the 2-2 result
left them level with Namibia on eight points.

Namibia, despite being thrashed 4-1 by Zambia in
Lusaka, qualified in second place in Group K ahead
of Mozambique on the head to head results between
the two countries.

Namibia’s match finished minutes earlier and their
players anxiously watched live action from the other
game on an i-pad on the side of the field, before cel-
ebrating when they realised they had also qualified.

Defending champions Cameroon, originally named
hosts of the 2019 finals before the tournament was
moved to Egypt due to concerns over preparations,
confirmed their qualification with a 3-0 home win
over Comoros Islands.

The Indian Ocean islanders needed a win to
usurp Cameroon in the group but were never in the
match in Yaounde. Jeffrey Schlupp scored eight
minutes from time to give Ghana a 1-0 home win
over Kenya in Group F. Both teams had secured
qualification last year.

Senegal and Mali completed their campaigns
unbeaten with home wins on Saturday. Mbaye Niang
scored twice as Senegal beat Madagascar 2-0 and
Mali overcame South Sudan 3-0.

Manchester United defender Eric Bailly was
among the scorers as Ivory Coast beat visiting
Rwanda 3-0 but Egypt, who allowed Liverpool for-
ward Mohamed Salah to miss the match, were held 1-
1 at lowly Niger. The last five places at the finals will
be decided when qualification wraps up with seven
games later.

The 19 countries qualified are: Egypt (hosts),
Algeria, Angola, Burundi, Cameroon, Ghana, Guinea,
Guinea Bissau, Ivory Coast, Kenya, Madagascar,
Mali , Mauritania, Morocco, Namibia, Nigeria,
Senegal, Tunisia and Uganda. — Reuters
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