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Fe a t u r e s

Bangladeshi architect Suhas Nahian, 29, reacts as he shows his painting on
his computer at his office in Dhaka. — AFP photos 

Bangladeshi architect Suhas Nahian, 29, draws a painting on his iPad at his
office.

This combination of pictures created on March 23, 2019 shows (top) painting of
Bangladeshi architect Suhas Nahian, 29, in Dhaka on March 23, 2019 (down) Barcelona’s
Argentinian forward Lionel Messi (R) shoots to score a goal during the Spanish league
football match between Real Betis and FC Barcelona at the Benito Villamarin stadium in
Seville on March 17, 2019.

A man looks at Jacopo Tintoretto’s painting “The Virgin and Child with
Saints” (1540) during a preview of “Tintoretto: Artist of Renaissance
Venice” at the National Gallery of Art in Washington. — AFP photos 

Miami Beach police officers stand across the street from the night clubs and hotels on
Ocean Drive in South Beach, Florida. — AFP 

Exhibition co-curator Robert Echols (L) points at the massive oil sketch “Paradise” (circa
1583) believed to have been painted entirely by Jacopo Tintoretto as a model for the final
picture of the same name covering the wall behind the doge’s throne in the Hall of the
Great Council of the Palazzo Ducale in Venice, which a then aging Tintoretto delegated
largely to assistants including his son.

People look at Jacopo Tintoretto’s painting “Saint George
and the Dragon” (circa 1553/1555).

Ayoung Bangladeshi architect has earned
fame after his digital drawing of foot-
baller Lionel Messi was matched in real

life six years later. Suhas Nahian’s 2013 art-
work shows Messi dribbling past a group of
players in green and white, leaning his head
forward as one of the defenders grabs his red-
and-blue Barcelona jersey. Photos of Messi
shot during a recent match against Real Betis
show him in an almost identical pose, complete
with one defender on the ground as the
Argentinian charges through.

“I painted something 6 years ago, and foot-
ball gods made the image come true,” Suhas,
29, said on Instagram. He told AFP that he
watched the La Liga match, which saw Messi

score a hat-trick as Barcelona won 4-1, but
noticed nothing exceptional until a friend
phoned him and excitedly pointed out the
striking similarities. “I looked back and found
those are actually very similar.” he said. “It was
fascinating. I was surprised.” 

Suhas, who now owns an architecture firm,
said the digital painting he drew as a student in
2013 was shared by a football fan page called
Plaantik at that time. “I am glad my only paint-
ing brought me so much fame, as it has been
published in many Spanish, Argentine and
Indian media,” he said. Suhas said he did not
choose Betis’s white and green jersey for his
artwork consciously. 

“Barcelona’s jersey is very vibrant with blue

and red, so from the point of color I wanted to
paint the rest of the painting in green so that
Messi stays in focus,” he said. “So I chose this
green and white jersey, not specifically thinking
of Betis but from the sense of color.” Suhas
said his artwork was part of a football-themed
series that he wanted to do including Messi’s
dribbling, Cristiano Ronaldo’s header and
Xavi’s turn. “I am a Barcelona fan but I admire
all great players. This is why I wanted to draw
this football series. But after the painting on
Messi’s dribbling, I could not complete the
rest,” he said. — AFP 

Hand  of  God?  Bangladeshi’s 
Messi  drawing  comes  alive

When he was just a teenager, Tintoretto
was sent to Italian Renaissance painter
Titian’s studio, only to be kicked out

within days because the older master got jeal-
ous. Or so goes the legend. What is clear from
the first major Tintoretto retrospective outside
of Europe, opening today at the National
Gallery of Art in Washington, is that the
“impetuous genius” critics reviled for his free,
“unfinished” style was a bold innovator whose
impact can still be felt today.

The exhibition, a debut for the museum’s first
woman director Kaywin Feldman, comes on the
heels of city-wide celebrations and shows for
the artist’s 500th birthday in his hometown of
Venice. Jean-Paul Sartre called Tintoretto the
“first film director,” a theatricality seen in paint-
ings like “The Conversion of Saint Paul” (circa
1544). The eponymous scene happens in one
corner of a canvas otherwise dominated by
extravagant, zigzagging brushstrokes deliber-
ately left clearly visible — then a groundbreak-

ing innovation — to depict events like horses
tumbling down an outdoor staircase.

The nearly 50 paintings and more than a
dozen works on paper that span the artist’s
career, on view until July 7, demonstrate how he
lived up to the motto he wrote on a wall as a
youth: “The draftsmanship of Michelangelo and
the paint handling of Titian.” There’s a prolifera-
tion of superhuman, hyper-muscular bodies
sometimes tumbling out of the sky and almost
always in motion, as though Michelangelo’s
sculptures themselves were brought to life with
unharnessed energy in an explosion of colors.

Religious or historical subjects and mytho-
logical themes are rendered with spirited virtu-
osity lacking spatial cohesion, earning the man
born Jacopo Robusti his other nickname, “Il
Furioso.” His bravura, shocking at the time, fore-
told of innovations that came centuries later.
“We would make the case that it’s possible to
draw a direct line from Tintoretto’s dynamic
compositions and eloquent brushwork through

(Peter Paul) Rubens to (Eugene) Delacroix and
(Theodore) Gericault and right on up to
(Willem) de Kooning and to the abstract
expressionists and to painters of the present
day, such as Gerhard Richter,” said co-curator
Robert Echols.

Despite dominating Venetian painting in the
second half of the 16th century, Tintoretto later
became somewhat of a neglected master.
Museum officials through the ages had to con-
tend with his oeuvre being rooted in Venice,
works by assistants and followers being wrong-
fully attributed to the master and the pieces’
colossal size. His “Paradise” in Venice’s Palazzo
Ducale is considered the largest Old Master
painting in the world at some 70 feet wide. A
preparatory oil sketch crossed the Atlantic
instead. Painted entirely by the artist, unlike the
larger work completed for most part by assis-
tants, it’s still more than 16 feet wide. — AFP 

Exhibition co-curators Frederick Ilchman (R) and Robert Echols (L) speak
with a visitor in front of Jacopo Tintoretto’s “Doge Alvise Mocenigo and
Family before the Virgin and Child” (circa 1575).

Tintoretto’s bold innovations
highlighted in US art show 

Miami Beach calls
time as Spring
Break party
gets out of control

Spring Break is a US holiday known for
excessive partying, but in Miami Beach,
one of the centers of festivities, resi-

dents have had enough. Every March, the
bar-lined ocean-front area fills up with stu-
dents from across the country, drinking, par-
tying and stripping down to the bare essen-
tials. The drunken revelry has reached such
chaotic heights this year — with drunken
brawls on the beachfront and a tourist falling
to her death out of a car window — that the
authorities have decided to call time on the
wild festivities.

Riot police have begun patrolling the
waterfront, with police vans parked nearby
to detain party people who go too far. The
authorities have said they will no longer
ignore people consuming alcohol or lighting
up joints on the beach. “We are here just to
have fun,” said 18-year-old student Jack
Rogers from Towson University in
Maryland. “It’s spring break.” “Obviously,
people are getting a little out of hand,” he
said, sitting on a seafront wall with friends.  

As night falls, the crowds move towards
Ocean Drive, the road running along the
beachfront and filled with bars and restau-
rants offering happy hour discounts on mon-
ster-sized cocktails. In the mornings, as the
tropical heat rises, the streets reek of urine.
Partygoers have been filming their antics
and sharing them on social media. One post-
ed video of a driver serving drinks to anoth-
er passing vehicle on a major causeway,
while a separate clip shows people brawling
in the street with a woman knocked out by a
man who punches her in the face.

The clips shed some light on the atmos-
phere in which Mariah Michelle Logan, a

tourist from Chicago, met her end around
daybreak last Sunday. The 23-year-old fell
out the window of a speeding car on the
road to the airport as she leaned out to yell,
“Bye Miami!” She was then hit by another
car and killed.  The tragedy, combined with
images of stampedes and 20-year-olds
drinking alcohol through plastic funnels,
forced the authorities to come up with an
emergency plan on Tuesday to establish
order next week, the last stretch of the holi-
day. “I think we need to eliminate this Spring
Break phenomenon as soon as possible,”
said John Elizabeth Aleman, city commis-
sioner for Miami Beach. “I think we need to
make it a lot less fun to be here, unfortunate-
ly, for that type of tourism,” she said.

‘You will be arrested’ 
“You can’t stop people from having fun,”

said Marta Ramirez, a 70-year-old resident
of Miami Beach. “But they should try to
show a little more respect. Let them dance
and have fun, but with order.” The police
slogan for those heading to Miami for
Spring Break this year was: “Come on vaca-
tion, don’t leave on probation.” Clearly, the
message has not got through, even though
last November police chief Daniel Oates
sent his own message to fraternities and
sororities of colleges across the country: “If
you come to Miami Beach for Spring Break,
you must obey our laws. If you do not, you
will be arrested.” 

At the emergency council meeting there
was even talk of imposing a curfew. In the
end, city commissioners decided not to go
that far, but they did pledge special meas-
ures, including extra police and patrols on
quad bikes confiscating alcohol on the
beach. Residential areas of the island will be
closed off with barricades for the last week-
end of the break season, and there will be
license plate checks and plainclothes police
officers mingling with the crowds. “This is
not a place where everything goes, and if
that is their reason for coming here, they
should go elsewhere,” said Mayor Dan
Gelber.  —  AFP 

High-end department store Barneys New York has
given the marijuana lifestyle the luxury treatment,
launching a range of pot-themed products this week

in the latest sign a drug once associated with bohemians
and deadbeats is moving up the social ladder. Customers at
the upscale retailer’s Beverly Hills store on Friday perused a
new section with hand-blown glass bongs, Gucci ashtrays,
jewelry inscribed with the words “Lighten Up” and cos-
metics labeled as containing cannabidiol, a non-high induc-
ing part of the cannabis plant.

Marijuana remains banned by federal law, although
California is one of 10 US states that has legalized the
drug for recreational use. Barneys New York does not
sell any marijuana in stores, but the retailer has given
space at its Beverly Hills store to another company,
Beboe. Beboe’s sales representatives at the store can
help customers use an iPad to order marijuana for home
delivery by another company called Emjay, said Beboe
co-founder Scott Campbell.

“It’s designed to replace the bottle of wine that you

bring to a dinner,” Campbell said. “Our stuff is what we
call very socially dosed, which is something you can puff
on and get warm and tingly but you’re not going to get
trapped in your sofa for four hours like a lot of other
cannabis products.” Barneys New York’s move into the pot
lifestyle market comes more than one year after California,
following a 2016 referendum to legalize weed, allowed dis-
pensaries to sell the drug to adults for recreation.

“Legalization is only a year old and it’s opening up our
eyes to what’s there in the market, what’s missing in the

market, what our customer wants,” Matthew Mazzucca,
who is the creative director of Barney’s New York. The
retailer known for lavish fashion items, including leather
bags and high fashion jackets and shoes, plans to bring its
cannabis-themed “The High End” products to other stores,
the company has said.—Reuters

Beverly Hills high with pot delivery and Gucci ashtrays


