
KUWAIT: Zain, the leading digital service
provider in Kuwait, announced the launch of
new smart home plans as part of its Zain
LIFE portfol io of innovative solutions
designed for a smarter lifestyle. The new
plans feature a number of unique smart
devices from TP-Link, a global provider of
reliable networking devices and accessories. 

Zain launched the new plans under its
Zain LIFE portfolio of innovative solutions
and in line with its strategy to continue
transforming into an integrated digital
lifestyle provider, which is centered around
digital  transformation leadership and
empowering the community to enjoy a
smarter portable lifestyle, as well as using
advanced technology solutions to enable an
easier and more flexible life. 

The new plans, which come with FREE
installation, feature the Mesh Deco M5 and
Mesh Deco M9 Plus devices from TP-Link,
a global provider of reliable networking
devices and accessories. The devices are
designed to cover the entire home with
powerful Wi-Fi through multiple units that
work together seamlessly to create an inte-
grated home network and eliminate dead
zones. In addition, the devices can link all
smart home devices inside the house
together for easy and simple control. The
devices also protect connected devices
from online threats like viruses and malware,
and make it easy to customize Wi-Fi access
for family and guests. The devices deliver
Wi-Fi up to 510 square meters to cover
homes of all sizes and shapes. 

The Smart Homes sector is one of the
main aspects of the digital transformation
journey undertaken by telecoms around the
world, particularly with respect to securing
homes and protecting them with the use of
modern technology. Zain is continuously
working on designing new plans to match
these transformation processes to be
included in Zain LIFE in addition to its
existing portfolio of smart solutions. 

Zain always aspires to new levels of

excellence in all services it offers to its cus-
tomers. Through the launch of these new
plans, Zain affirms its continuous efforts in

meeting its customers’ needs and aspira-
tions, and deliver its promise to offering the
best services and latest technologies. 

New plans feature smart devices that cover entire home with powerful Wi-Fi

Zain adds new smart home 
plans to Zain LIFE portfolio
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KUWAIT: Ahli United Bank  yester-
day announced the partnership with
Edge Verve Systems, a subsidiary of
Infosys for automating banking
processes using the Assist Edge
Robotic Process Automation plat-
form. This initiative will increase effi-
ciency and efficacy of all the process-
es across different business functions.

As part of its digital transformation
drive, Ahli United Bank has initiated
automating of the banking processes
using Robotics. This will enable
unlocking of sustainable value for the
bank which will help AUB-Kuwait in
achieving the goal of being a next
generation bank and also pave the
way for their AI journey.

Commenting on the solution, Jehad
Al-Humaidhi DCEO Banking Support
Group, Ahli United Bank, Kuwait said,
“We are thrilled to implement
Robotics. We have been continuously
focused on enhancing the overall cus-
tomer experience and digitalization
remains at the core of our strategy.
We have always endeavored to intro-
duce new innovations, bringing effi-
ciencies to customer’s financial value
chain through futuristic technologies
like Robotics, Biometric identification,
Artificial Intelligence and Machine
Learning. With introduction of
Robotics, banking operations will be
streamlined and we will derive major
cost efficiencies. This initiative is

another milestone in our continuous
endeavor towards digitizing the finan-
cial value chain.”

Atul Soneja, Senior VP & Global
Head - Edge Products and Infosys
Nia, said, ‘’ With AssistEdge RPA, we
provide end-to-end automation to
our customers by discovering the
right processes to automate, leverag-
ing AI to make the automation
smarter, and finally helping customers
manage several complex digital
workflows effectively. From this part-
nership, we are looking at not just
automating processes and reducing
costs but also aiming at a larger
strategic initiative of improving quali-
ty of all processes and transforming
the business itself.” 

AUB -Kuwait introduces 
robotics for intelligent 
automation journey

Jehad Al-Humaidhi

Colombia’s
coca growers
facing stark
choices over
crops
CATATUMBO, Colombia: Decades
into the US-led war on drugs, coca
plantations continue to surge like a
green tide across ally Colombia’s
Catatumbo region. Their spread has
left former coca growers like Alex
Molina embittered, having convinced
others to rip up their illicit crops-
seduced, he says, by promises the
state has failed to keep.

For community leader Molina and
others, choosing to forsake coca for
traditional crops has been a costly
choice and one they warn they may
be forced to reverse. “The substitu-
tion program has ruined me and left
me in total insecurity.”  His situation is
emblematic of a debate sweeping
rural coca growing communities, at
odds over the implementation of
Colombia’s 2016 peace agreement
with FARC guerrillas.

Under the agreement, coca grow-
ers, or “cocaleros” in former FARC-
controlled areas would voluntarily
replace their plantations with other
cash crops like bananas, coffee or
cocoa-in exchange for cash incen-
tives. It’s a vital component of

Colombia’s US-backed war on drugs,
both countries having a shared stake
in the drive. Colombia remains the
world’s largest producer of cocaine,
the US the largest consumer.

But more than two years later,
many cocaleros here are furious over
repeated failures to implement the
program, under which each house-
hold was to receive aid equivalent to
$10,330 in cash and equipment over
two years. Payments have been inter-
mittent or non-existent and the anger
is palpable in the hamlet of Puerto
Las Palmas, in the middle of the coca-
growing region on the Venezuelan
border. “There are hungry children,
and families that are desperate
because they have no income,”
Molina told AFP.

Meanwhile, neighbors who reject-
ed the state’s offer continue to culti-
vate coca, making hay while the sun
shines-knowing the time will come
when the army will rip up their crop.

Regrets 
The result is that Molina-who har-

vested his first coca leaves as a 12-
year old-has gone from an enthusias-
tic supporter of substituting coca to
defending its cultivation if there are
no alternatives.

Only 34, he’s determined to lead
his community away from coca culti-
vation if he can, but he says he can
well understand those who have opt-
ed to stay on the dark side of the law.

If it came to it, he said: “I would
protect the coca plants with my body,
with the people around me, because it
is the only option.” The peasants of
Puerto Las Palmas are hoping the
government will unblock funds before
they are forced to replant, according
to Molina, aware that a return to coca
could lead to prison. Luis Portilla, 63,
faces the same choice. He destroyed
his coca crop, weary from the anxiety
that a seek-and-destroy army raid
would leave him with nothing.  — AFP 

Colombian Luis Portilla, 63, checks a cocoa plant, at his farm in the
Catatumbo region, Norte de Santander department, Colombia. — AFP

Despite lawsuits, 
Bayer boss calls 
Monsanto takeover 
‘a good idea’
FRANKFURT: The boss of German chemicals giant
Bayer insisted yesterday its multi-billion dollar takeover
of Monsanto was a “good idea”, despite huge legal
costs piling up over its Roundup weedkiller.

“The Monsanto acquisition was and is a good
idea,” Werner Baumann told newspaper Frankfurter
Allgemeine Sonntagszeitung, when asked if he would
have changed his mind about buying the US group if
he could. Bayer bought Monsanto for $63 billion  but
the deal has turned out to be plagued with other mas-
sive costs.

Just two months after the acquisition was completed,
Monsanto lost a case to a school groundskeeper suffer-

ing from terminal non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma, who had
sued the company over the glyphosate weedkillers
Roundup and Ranger Pro.

Monsanto was initially ordered to pay $289 million
to Johnson, before the damages were reduced to $78.5
million. Bayer has filed an appeal.

The company suffered a new set back this month as
a US jury ruled that Roundup was a “substantial factor”
in another case brought by an amateur gardener who
was suffering from cancer.

It now faces a total of 11,200 US cases over
Roundup and its active ingredient glyphosate, a herbi-
cide key to Monsanto’s business model that has come
in for intense scrutiny around the world.

Werner insisted the acquisition of Monsanto was
carried out after careful due diligence. Bayer has also
pointed to findings from regulators around the world,
especially in advanced economies like the US, Europe
and Canada, and reams of scientific studies as proof of
the safety of its product.

“Regulatory authorities around the world consider
glyphosate-based herbicides as safe when used as
directed,” the group has argued, highlighting “800 rig-
orous studies” of glyphosate’s effects. — AFP


