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Fix to 737 MAX anti-stall system is ready: Boeing
WASHINGTON: In this file photo, an image of a Boeing 737 MAX 8 is pictured on the exterior of the Boeing Renton Factory in Renton, Washington. A fix to the anti-stall system suspected in October’s Lion Air Boeing 737 MAX 8 that
killed 189 people in Indonesia is ready to roll out, industry sources said. — AFP
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Sri Lanka opens 
work on $3.85bn 
refinery near 
strategic port
HAMBANTOTA: Sri Lanka began construc-
tion yesterday of a nearly $4 billion oil refin-
ery it hopes will revive foreign interest in its
shipping facilities after Beijing’s takeover of a
nearby port spooked international investors.

Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe said
Hambantota, a district in Sri Lanka’s south
which lies on one of the world’s busiest ship-
ping lanes, would become a global investment
hub with the addition of the oil refinery and
storage complex. The $3.85 billion project is
the single largest foreign investment in Sri
Lanka’s history. It is jointly funded by Oman
and Singapore-registered Silver Park
International, a company owned by an Indian
business family.

The oil facility is near the port of
Hambantota, which was controversially leased
to a Chinese state-owned firm in 2017 for 99

years after Sri Lanka failed to service a loan
from Beijing. The circumstances surrounding
China’s acquisition of the port generated con-
cern in neighboring India and beyond over
Beijing’s expanding presence in the Indian
Ocean. But the government pointed to this
new line of cash pouring into the region as
proof foreign investors were not deterred by
that experience. “The interest shown by the
Oman government, the interest shown by
many other investors from other parts of the

world shows that Hambantota will become a
truly international investment zone,”
Wickremesinghe said yesterday.
Wickremesinghe also said he hoped to strike
a deal within three months with Indian airport
authorities to revive a $210 million airport in
Hambantota dubbed the “world’s emptiest”
international terminal for its lack of flights.
The oil storage tanks are expected to be
completed within two years while the refinery
is due to be up and running by 2023.—AFP

US airplane maker tries to avoid a lengthy grounding of its planes
NEW YORK: A fix to the anti-stall system suspected in
the crash of a Boeing 737 MAX 8 jet that killed 189 peo-
ple in Indonesia is ready, industry sources said Saturday,
as the company tries to avoid a lengthy grounding of its
planes. Boeing was due to present the patch to officials
and pilots of US airlines-American, Southwest and
United-in Renton, Washington state, where the plane is
assembled, other sources said. “Boeing has already final-
ized the necessary corrective measures for the MAX,” an
aviation sector source told AFP on condition of anonymity.

The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) will receive
the patch “early next week,” a government source added.
Asked how long the certification process could take after
the patch is in the hands of the authorities, this source said
that nothing has been decided yet.

The FAA declined to comment. The Lion Air crash in
Indonesia last October and another accident this month
involving an Ethiopian Airlines jet, which killed 346 people
between them, have raised major concerns about the safe-
ty certification of the 737 MAX 8 model. 

The Ethiopian Airlines crash on March 10 led to the
global grounding of 737 MAX planes.

Although it will take months to determine the exact

cause of both crashes, investigators in the Lion case have
honed in on the MCAS automated anti-stalling system
designed to point the nose of the plane downward if it is in
danger of stalling, or losing lift.

American Airlines and Southwest pilots were set to test
simulators with the updates on Saturday, according to the
sources. Boeing neither confirmed nor denied the informa-
tion. The FAA had given until April for Boeing to make the
necessary changes to the critical anti-stall system, and on
March 15 two anonymous industry sources told AFP the
upgrade would be ready in about 10 days. A spokesman
for United Airlines, whose fleet includes 14 of the 737
MAX 9 planes, confirmed the company’s attendance at the
training session.

Consumer protection 
Southwest and its SWAPA pilots union “have subject

matter experts from our Technical Pilot Team and Training
Teams headed to Boeing to review documentation and
training associated with the modification to the B737
speed trim system,” a spokeswoman said.

The company is one of the biggest 737 MAX 8 cus-
tomers, owning 34 of the planes. “We’ve been working

diligently and in close cooperation with the FAA on the
software update. We are taking a comprehensive and
careful approach to design, develop and test the software
that will ultimately lead to certification,” a Boeing spokes-
woman said.

“There will be training provided by Boeing.”
In addition to the software modification, the industry

sources said Boeing has also finalized updates to its flight
and pilots’ training manuals, as the FAA asked. “We have
been engaging with all 737 MAX operators and we are
continuing to schedule meetings to share information
about our plans for supporting the 737 MAX fleet,” the
Boeing spokeswoman said, declining to confirm the time-
line for the changes.

In another modification, the 737 MAX will be outfitted
with a warning light for malfunctions in the anti-stall sys-
tem, an industry source told AFP on Thursday, standardiz-
ing a feature previously sold as an optional extra. Neither
the Lion Air aircraft nor the Ethiopian Airlines jet had the
feature, the industry source said.

US and Ethiopian authorities have said this month’s
crash of Ethiopian Airlines Flight ET302 near Addis Ababa
bore “similarities” to last year’s Lion Air crash.

Since the Ethiopian crash, pressure has intensified on
Boeing and the image of the company-which also makes
combat aircraft and space equipment-has been eroded. 

Share value of the firm, which says it is the world’s
largest aerospace manufacturer, has dropped 12 per-
cent since the accident, wiping out $28 billion in market
capitalization.

Boeing and the FAA are under investigation by the
Transportation Department over how the rollout of the jet
was handled, including the anti-stall system.

The acting FAA head is among transport officials who
are to testify on Wednesday before a congressional sub-
committee. Questioning is likely to focus on tight links
between Boeing and the regulators, who maintain offices
in the airplane factories and delegated a large part of the
certification process for the 737 MAX and its anti-stall
system to employees of Boeing, sources said. 

Press reports say that the Department of Justice has
also opened a criminal investigation into the 737 MAX’s
development. Ralph Nader, the veteran US consumer
protection advocate who lost a relative in the Ethiopia
crash, called Friday for an organization to defend passen-
gers’ rights.  — AFP 

Abu Dhabi aims 
to lure start-ups 
with investment 
in new tech hub
ABU DHABI: Abu Dhabi will commit up to
1 billion dirhams ($272 million) to support
technology start-ups, it said yesterday, in a
dedicated hub as part of its efforts to
diversify its economy.

US tech giant Microsoft will be a strate-
gic partner, providing technology and
cloud services to the businesses that join
the hub as the capital of the United Arab
Emirates continues its push to reduce
reliance on oil revenue. Abu Dhabi derives
about 50 percent of its real gross domestic
product and about 90 percent of central
government revenue from the hydrocarbon
sector, according to ratings agency S&P.

The emirate launched a 50 billion
dirham ($13.6 billion) stimulus fund,
Ghadan 21, in September last year to
accelerate economic growth. Ghadan
means tomorrow in Arabic. The new initia-

tive, named Hub 71, is linked to Ghadan will
also involve the launch of a 500 million
dirham fund to invest in start-ups, said
Ibrahim Ajami, head of Mubadala Ventures,
the technology arm of Mubadala
Investment Co.

The goal is to have 100 companies over
the next three to five years, Ajami said.
“The market opportunities in this region
are immense,” he added.

Mubadala, with assets of $225 billion
and a big investor in tech companies, will
act as the driver of the hub, located in the
emirate’s financial district. Softbank will be
active in the hub and support the expan-
sion of companies in which it has invested,
Ajami said, adding that Mubadala is also
aiming to attract Chinese and Indian com-
panies, among others.

Mubadala which has committed $15 bil-
lion to the Softbank Vision Fund, plans to
launch a $400 million fund to invest in
leading European technology companies.

Incentives mapped out by the govern-
ment include housing, office space and
health insurance as part of the 1 billion
dirham commitment, Ajami said. Abu Dhabi
will also announce a new research and
development initiative today linked to the
Ghadan 21 plan, according to an invitation
sent to journalists. — Reuters

HAMBANTOTA: Sri Lanka Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe (second left) and Oman Oil
and Gas Minister Mohammed bin Hamad Al-Rumhy (center) attend the groundbreaking cere-
mony of a $3.85 billion oil refinery and storage complex in the southern port city of
Hambantota yesterday. — AFP


