
Monday, March 25, 2019

8
I n t e r n a t i o n a l

Established 1961 

LONDON: The United Kingdom’s exit from the
European Union was in disarray yesterday as Prime
Minister Theresa May faced a possible plot by minis-
ters to topple her and parliament prepared to grab
control of Brexit from the government. At one of the
most important junctures for the country since World
War Two, British politics was at fever pitch and, nearly
three years since the 2016 referendum, it was still
unclear how, when or if Brexit will ever take place.

With May humiliated and weakened, ministers insist-
ed she and the British government were still in charge
of the country, and that the best option was still for
parliament to ratify May’s twice-defeated Brexit
divorce deal. As hundreds of thousands of people
marched across central London on Saturday to demand
another Brexit referendum, May was the subject of
what The Sunday Times said was a “coup” by senior
ministers seeking to oust her.

The newspaper cited 11 unidentified senior ministers
and said they had agreed that the prime minister should
stand down, warning that she has become a toxic and
erratic figure whose judgment has “gone haywire”.
When asked by Sky about reports in The Sunday Times
and other newspapers of a plot and whether she had
run out of road, finance minister Philip Hammond said:

“No. I don’t think that is the case at all.”
“Changing prime minister wouldn’t help us,”

Hammond said. “To be talking about changing the play-
ers on the board, frankly, is self-indulgent at this time.”
Hammond said the best way forward would be for par-
liament to back May’s deal,
although he said that it might
not be approved and so par-
liament should then try to
find a way to end the
impasse. “I’m realistic that
we may not be able to get a
majority for the prime minis-
ter’s (Brexit) deal and if that
is the case then parliament
will have to decide not just
what it’s against but what it
is for,” he said.

Array of options
Brexit had been due to happen on March 29 before

May secured a delay in talks with the EU on Thursday.
Now a May 22 departure date will apply if parliament ral-
lies behind the British prime minister and she is able to
pass her deal. If she fails to do so, Britain will have until

April 12 to offer a new plan or decide to leave the EU with-
out a treaty. Some lawmakers have asked May to name her
departure date as the price for supporting her deal, though
it was unclear when a third vote might take place.

If May’s deal is dead, then parliament will try to find
a different option. That opens
an array of options including
a much softer divorce than
May had intended, a referen-
dum, a revocation of the
Article 50 divorce papers or
even an election. Brexit
Secretary Steve Barclay said
May’s deal was the best
option and urged people to
get behind the prime minister.
“The government and the
prime minister is in charge,”
Barclay said. May went to her

usual church service near her Chequers country resi-
dence on Sunday with her husband.

Possible successors
The Sunday Times reported that May’s de-facto

deputy, David Lidington, was one contender to be

interim prime minister but others are pushing for
Environment Secretary Michael Gove or Foreign
Secretary Jeremy Hunt. “I don’t think that I have any
wish to take over from the PM, I think (she) is doing a
fantastic job,” Lidington told reporters outside his
house. “One thing that working closely with the prime
minister does is cure you completely of any lingering
shred of ambition to want to do that task,” he quipped.

Lawmakers are due on Monday to debate a govern-
ment motion saying parliament has considered a state-
ment made by May on March 15 which set out the gov-
ernment’s next steps on Brexit, including the plan to seek
a delay. They are likely to propose changes, or amend-
ments, to this motion setting out alternative ways for-
ward on Brexit. These are expected to include a propos-
al to approve May’s deal only if it is put to a public vote.

While amendments are not legally binding, instead
simply exerting political pressure on May to change
course, lawmakers could use one to attempt to change
the rules of parliament to wrest control of the Brexit
process from the government. A British election could
be the consequence of parliament seizing control of
the Brexit process if lawmakers back proposals con-
trary to the pledges the government was elected on,
Barclay said.— Reuters
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WASHINGTON: Donald Trump says Robert
Mueller ran a “witch hunt.” But what if the special
prosecutor turned out to be a fairy godmother
sprinkling magic dust on the president’s 2020
reelection bid? With Mueller’s long-awaited
report into Trump’s Russia links only delivered late
Friday to Attorney General William Barr, there are
still few clues as to the contents. The stakes,
though, are crystal clear.

Mueller’s brief was to probe extraordinary
allegations that Trump and his 2016 election cam-
paign were in league with Russian agents and that
Trump sought to obstruct the investigation.
Democrats , who control  the lower house of
Congress, had already begun talking of impeach-
ment. But while a damning report could, in theory,
signal Trump’s political death knell, a report that
fails to land serious new blows could instead
supercharge an angry presidential reelection
campaign.

And the very first signal coming out Friday
pointed to the second scenario. This was the fact
that in handing over his report, Mueller indicated
that he did not want any more indictments. Over
the course of the last two years, Mueller had
already charged 34 individuals, including six for-
mer Trump associates. But speculation had been
rife that he might go deeper into the president’s
circle, snaring even son-in-law Jared Kushner and
son Donald Trump Jr. Now it appears they will be
able to enjoy their weekend.

Certainly the White House’s first reaction, min-
utes after the report dropped, sounded calm.
Down at Trump’s Florida golf resort Mar-a-Lago,

where he flew earlier Friday, officials said the
president would have no more events open to
journalists, reversing an earlier indication of pos-
sible movements. “The next steps are up to
Attorney General Barr and we look forward to the
process taking its course,” Trump spokeswoman
Sarah Sanders said.

Battle over message
Barr says that he could send Congress a sum-

mary, or “principal conclusions,” as early as this
weekend. The real battle will be over demands
from Congress - and from the wider public - to
be given both the entire report, as well as the
underlying legal documents. This is because even
though Mueller may not have landed a kil ler
b low, through lack of  evidence, Democrats
believe his findings wil l  fuel their own more
politicized probes. Adam Schiff, the intelligence
committee chairman in the House, said on CNN
that he still intends to pursue “whether the presi-
dent  and others around him were act ing as
agents of a foreign power.”

Democrats are especially keen that legislators
be allowed to peruse the report before the White
House. They know that as soon as Trump gets hold
of a copy he will use his formidable online pres-
ence to shape public perceptions of what the
report says. Trump has boasted several times this
week about having more than 100 million follow-
ers on various platforms, principally on Twitter,
and throughout the Mueller drama he has used
that bullhorn to paint himself as victim of a politi-
cal vendetta. 

“Witch hunt,” “hoax,” he says constantly. “Drug
Dealers and Human Traffickers are treated bet-
ter,” he tweeted when one associate was arrested.
And even if the Mueller report is damning, even if
it leads to further peril, Trump will likely interpret
the lack of an actual smoking gun as total vindi-
cation. That would be just the gift he needed to
rally his right-wing base, saying that he’d been
right all along. — AFP 
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WASHINGTON: In January 1865, as the US Civil War was
drawing to a close, some freed slaves were promised “40
acres and a mule” to begin new lives. The audacious experi-
ment was fleeting - repudiated within months by president
Andrew Johnson, successor to the assassinated Abraham
Lincoln, and the land returned to its former owners. More
than 150 years later, the question of whether the United
States should provide compensation to African-Americans
for past wrongs is still on the table. Reparations for cen-
turies of slavery and racial discrimination has emerged as a
spirited topic of debate among the slew of candidates seek-
ing to become the 2020 Democratic nominee for president.
Civil rights activist Jesse Jackson, during his failed 1988
White House bid, raised the controversial subject but it has
never figured so prominently before in a presidential race.

Barack Obama, America’s first black president, and
2016 Democratic nominee Hillary Clinton did not support
compensation for the descendants of slaves. Among the
2020 Democratic presidential candidates, Senator
Elizabeth Warren and Julian Castro, the former mayor of
San Antonio, have come out strongly in favor of repara-
tions. “America was founded on principles of liberty and
freedom and on the backs of slave labor,” Warren, a sena-
tor from Massachusetts, said recently at a CNN event in
Jackson, Mississippi.

“This is a stain on America,” Warren said. “I believe it’s
time to start the national, full-blown conversation about
reparations in this country.” Castro, seeking to become the
first US president of Hispanic origin, said he backed repa-
rations while acknowledging there is a “tremendous
amount of disagreement” on what they should be. “If,
under the Constitution, we compensate people because we
take their property, why wouldn’t you compensate people
who actually were property?” he said.

‘Injustice, cruelty, brutality’ 
Warren has thrown her support behind a bill in the US

House of Representatives that would appoint a commis-

sion to examine the subject. The bill, HR 40, calls for a
panel “to address the fundamental injustice, cruelty, bru-
tality, and inhumanity of slavery in the United States and
the 13 American colonies between 1619 and 1865.”

The commission would “consider a national apology
and proposal for reparations for the institution of slavery.”
HR 40 - so named for the unkept “40 acres and a mule”
pledge - was first introduced in the House three decades
ago and has been resubmitted every year since, but has
never reached the floor for a vote. Senators Kamala Harris
and Cory Booker, the two black candidates in the race,
have also signaled support for reparations while former
Texas congressman Beto O’Rourke has said there should
be a “conversation” about the subject.

“We need to study the effects of generations of dis-
crimination and institutional racism and determine what
can be done, in terms of intervention, to correct course,”
Harris said on National Public Radio. Marianne
Williamson, a self-help author considered a long shot for
the nomination, is the only Democratic candidate for the
moment advocating direct payments to African-
Americans. —AFP
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CALIFORNIA: California Senator Kamala Harris speaks at a
rally launching her presidential campaign in Oakland,
California. Reparations for centuries of slavery and racial
discrimination has emerged as a spirited topic of debate
among the slew of candidates seeking to become the 2020
Democratic nominee for president. — AFP 


