
BAMAKO:  More than 130 people were killed in an
attack on a Fulani village in central Mali on Saturday, the
United Nations said, as a delegation visited the country.
Survivors accused traditional Dogon hunters of carrying
out the deadly raid in Ogossagou, according to Boubacar
Kane, the governor of Bankass district which covers the
village. A security source told AFP the victims were shot
or hacked to death with machetes.

“The Secretary-General is shocked and outraged by
reports that at least 134 civilians, including women and
children, have been killed,” Antonio Guterres’s spokesman
said in a statement, adding he called on Malian authorities
“to swiftly investigate it and bring the perpetrators to jus-
tice”. The attack was launched at dawn on Saturday in the
village near the border with Burkina Faso, said several
sources. The district has been the scene of frequent inter-
communal violence. Two witnesses questioned separately
by AFP said hunters had burned down nearly all the huts
in the village.

Guterres’s spokesman said the UN mission in Mali,
MINUSMA, provided air support to deter further attacks
and assisted with the evacuation of the injured. The mas-
sacre took place as a delegation from the United Nations
Security Council visited the Sahel region to assess the
jihadist threat there. Earlier the UN said the visiting

ambassadors from the Security Council countries met on
Saturday with Mali’s Prime Minister Soumeylou Boubeye
Maiga and discussed with him the volatile situation in the
centre of the country.

Land disputes
While local attacks are fuelled by accusations of graz-

ing cattle on Dogon land and disputes over access to land
and water, the area is also troubled by jihadist influence.
In the past four years, jihadist fighters have emerged as a
threat in central Mali. A group led by radical Islamist
preacher Amadou Koufa has recruited mainly from the
Muslim Fulani community. Since then, there have been
repeated clashes between the nomadic Fulani herders
and the Dogon ethnic group. Last year that violence cost
the lives of 500 civilians, according to UN figures.

In January, Dogon hunters were blamed for the killing
of 37 people in another Fulani village, Koulogon, in the
same region. The Fulani have repeatedly called for more
protection from the authorities. The government in
Bamako has denied their accusations it turns a blind eye
to - or even encourages - Dogon attacks on the Fulani.
Once considered a beacon of democracy and stability in
Africa, Mali in recent years has been dogged by a coup,
civil war and Islamist terrorism.  — AFP 
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Victims shot or hacked to death with machetes

ANDERAMBOUKANE, Mali: A member of the Malian Army (Fama), is seen at the military base in Anderamboukane,
Menaka region. — AFP 

Traffic-choked
Jakarta launches
its first mass rapid
transit system
JAKARTA: Indonesia’s capital inaugurated its
first mass rapid transit system yesterday, a $1.1
billion project seen as crucial to tackling some of
the world’s worst traffic congestion. President
Joko Widodo and other officials joined a ceremo-
ny in Jakarta to give a green light for the 16-kilo-
metre line, almost six years after construction
began on the Japanese-backed project. 

Tens of thousands of excited Jakartans were in
attendance and eager to try riding on the subway
for the first time, mobbing the president for selfies
while music blared and traditional performers
danced on a nearby stage.  “Honestly I am so hap-
py,” office worker Mutia Fitrianti told AFP. “Now
we don’t have to go abroad just to ride an MRT.”

The train system runs above and below ground
and stretches from the central Hotel Indonesia to
the southern reaches of the Southeast Asian
megalopolis of some 30 million people. It aims to
cut travel times between the two points to just 30
minutes from around two hours, offering some
relief to frustrated commuters long used to
spending much of their day stuck in traffic. The
new line is set to open to the public today, with
tickets free during the first week. Construction on
a second line linking downtown to Jakarta’s north-
ern port also kicked off yesterday with comple-
tion slated for 2024, and more lines are envisioned
in the future.

A separate elevated rail network is also being
built to link satellite cities with Jakarta, nicknamed
the Big Durian after the pungent fruit that bitterly
divides fans and its detractors. The public transit
projects are part of a sweeping infrastructure
push that Widodo hopes will boost the fortunes of
Southeast Asia’s biggest economy-and get him
re-elected in national polls next month. “If we
have and integrated transportation system, it will
be easier for people to go places and they will
leave their cars or motorcycles at home,” Widodo
told journalists yesterday. — AFP

Millions malnourished 
in Sindh despite 
abundance of food 
KARACHI: A frantic mother cradling her seven-month-
old baby rushes towards the special paediatric ward in a
desolate Pakistan town, his eyes are blank and he is small-
er than most newborns. He is starving in a country that has
no shortage of food, but which has one of the highest
infant mortality rates in the world and where malnutrition
is rife. The infant weighs just 2.5 kilograms - the average
for a healthy child of that age is almost three times that. 

His case is not unique for the doctors at the Mithi Civil
Hospital in hunger-stricken Sindh province where millions
survive on less than $1 a day. Of the 150-250 patients who
come in each day, roughly one fifth are suffering from mal-
nutrition, Dr Dilip Kumar, head of the paediatric depart-
ment, tells AFP. Inside the ward, nine other malnourished
infants are crying inside glass incubators. A young mother,
Nazeeran, clutches the hand of her toddler. “Her weight is
dropping, even though we consulted many doctors,” the
25-year-old says.

The International Food Policy Research Institute
(IFPRI), a poverty and hunger watchdog, estimates around
one in five of Pakistan’s more than 200 million people are
malnourished. And yet, the nation is not short of food - in
fact, according to the US Department of Agriculture, it is
projected to export 500,000 tons of wheat from May
2018 until April 2019, and 7.4 million tons of rice in the
same period. Dawn, the English-language daily newspa-
per, even reported a potato glut earlier this month.

Extreme deprivation
The issues, experts say, are socio-economic - that is,

just because food is available, does not mean people can
access it. “There are four key pillars of food security in
Pakistan: The first is availability, then accessibility, utiliza-
tion and stability,” says Dr Ambreen Fatima, senior
research economist at the Applied Economic Research
Centre of the Karachi University. In Tharparkar, where
Mithi Civil Hospital is, all four are lacking, she explains,
adding that in other parts of the country they are present
only to varying degrees. 

“Pakistan is quite well off in wheat production,” com-
ments Dr Kaiser Bengali, a veteran economist, who has
done field research on poverty and hunger in the country,
but adds that much of it is sold for export. This means
ordinary people in the country may not have access to it,
and if they do they may not have the resources to pay for
it. “Affordability is the biggest challenge here in Pakistan,”
he says.  Karachi is Pakistan’s financial capital, but Bengali
says he has seen alarming examples of poverty and depri-
vation there.

“In our surveys we came across the kids who had never
eaten an apple, and when we offered him an apple he was
reluctant to take the bite wondering whether it was an
edible thing or not,” Bengali reveals. “In another case a
family had never had eggs in their whole lives,” he adds. A
survey of the state-run Planning Division in 2017 found
that 40 percent of Pakistan’s population lives in multi-
dimensional poverty. That means they are not just short of
money, but are also facing a shortage of basic needs,
including health, clean water, and electricity, among other
factors - all of which can impact their access to food.

Cycle of malnutrition
“Poor physical infrastructure, particularly in the remote

rural areas throughout Pakistan is also a limitation on
access to food and influences market prices,” according to
a recent statement from the Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO). “This is also linked to inadequate
water and sanitation, education and health service deliv-
ery, which together with the lack of awareness of appro-
priate dietary intake contributes to greater food insecurity
and malnutrition.”

Tharparkar district is frequently highlighted in
Pakistan’s media because of its high rate of child deaths,
with politicians blaming the situation on drought - but
economists and physicians say that is not the sole expla-
nation. “Causes of malnutrition are multiple pregnancies,
young-aged marriage, iron deficiency in mothers, (lack) of
breastfeeding, weak immunization, and early weaning,” Dr
Kumar insists. Bearing large numbers of children from a
young age takes its toll on women’s health, but also
impacts the well-being of the foetus and ability to breast-
feed a newborn. In Pakistan, only 38 percent of babies are
fed breast milk exclusively during their first six months in
line with UN recommendations. This low figure is blamed
on local traditions, the heavy workloads of mothers and
powerful marketing by the milk industry. — AFP 

JAKARTA: Photo shows parked Jakarta mass rapid transit (MRT) coaches at its main depot in the city. —AFP 

Jihadists blow 
themselves up 
BAGHDAD: Three suspected Islamic State group suicide
bombers blew themselves up yesterday in northern Iraq, the
army said, a day after the jihadists’ ‘caliphate’ was wiped
out in neighboring Syria. Army spokesman Yahya Rassoul
said the incident took place in a region near the Syrian bor-
der, where jihadist sleeper cells are believed to be present.
He said the suspects died as troops surrounded them but
there were no casualties among government forces. Local
officials said the suspects were killed as they were trying to
attack troops in the vi l lage of Qayrawan, south of the
mountainous region of Sinjar which borders Syria. Fighters
of the US-backed Syrian Democratic Forces on Saturday
pronounced the  death  of  the  near ly  f ive-year-old  IS
‘caliphate’ which once stretched across a vast swathe of
Syria and Iraq. — AFP 


