
Disease fears
mount for Africa
cyclone survivors
BEIRA: Disease is threatening to aggravate
the already dire conditions facing millions of
survivors fol lowing the powerful  tropical
cyclone which ravaged southern Africa 10 days
ago, officials warned yesterday. Cyclone Idai
smashed into Mozambique’s coast unleashing
hurricane-force wind and rain that flooded
swathes of the poor country before battering
eastern Zimbabwe-killing 705 people across
the two nations. “It is inevitable that cases of
cholera and malaria will arise. In many areas
we are already fighting with malaria cases,”
said Land Minister Celso Correia at a briefing
in Beira, 1,000 kilometers northeast of the
capital Maputo.

The UN Office for the Coordination of
Humanitar ian Affa irs ’  Sebast ian Rhodes
Stampa, also at the briefing, warned that dis-
ease outbreaks in inaccessible areas could be
“really problematic”. The World Food Program
said Friday that the humanitarian disaster
unfolding in Mozambique is on a par with the
situation in Yemen and Syria which are both in
the grip of civil wars. Aid workers from across
the world are continuing to arrive in the region
to bring help to more than two million affected
people across an area of roughly 3,000 square
kilometers.

‘We suffered a lot’
Survivors are struggling in desperate condi-

tions with some still trapped on rooftops and

those rescued in urgent need of food and medical
supplies. “The government is already setting up a
cholera treatment centre to mitigate cholera. We
should not be frightened when cholera issues
arise,” added Correia, describing efforts to con-
trol the emerging humanitarian crisis. 

“It is normal. It’s almost inevitable. Malaria, we
know how it arises. We have lots of wetlands and
we’re going to have malaria that is sure to come
up (there).” Wilfried Deloviare, a 19-year-old res-
ident of Beira which was caught in the eye of the
storm, said he felt “sorry for our town, our city,
because we suffered a lot to build it”. “Houses are
completely destroyed, and some people don’t
have money to rebuild their businesses-and many

businesses are going to fail,” he said.

‘People don’t know what to do’
More than two million people have been affect-

ed in Mozambique, Zimbabwe and Malawi where
the storm started as a tropical depression causing
flooding which killed 60 and displaced nearly a
million people. Hundreds are still missing in
Mozambique and Zimbabwe. The International
Committee of the Red Cross said it had recorded
two cases of cholera so far but the UN was unable
to confirm the reports. Stampa described efforts to
re-open the main access road to Beira as a “big
victory”. “We will be able to bring more help to
families living in this affected area,” he said. —AFP 

Australia hit with second
‘severe’ cylcone in 2 days
SYDNEY: A severe category 3 cyclone blew into the key mining
region of Pilbara in Western Australia yesterday, forcing evacua-
tions and a halt to port operations, as the north of the country
dealt with the effects of an even more powerful storm that hit the
previous day. Cyclone Veronica weakened from a category 4 storm
before its core winds hit the coast near the mining centre of Port
Hedland, but officials warned the system was slow moving and
would continue pounding the region with gale force winds and
heavy rain for 24 to 48 hours. 

The Bureau of Meteorology said Veronica’s forward movement
had stalled around midday yesterday before its eye made landfall,
and was forecast to weaken to a category 1 storm overnight and
then veer west along the coastline. It said the “severe” storm was
producing wind gusts of up to 200 kilometers per hour (120 mph),
pushing a storm surge of up to two meters (seven feet) onto the
coast. Rainfall was expected to hit 20-40 centimeters, it said.

“Tides are likely to rise significantly above the normal high tide
mark with damaging waves and very dangerous coastal inunda-
tion,” the bureau said. Major mining and energy companies took
precautionary steps across the region, a hub of liquefied natural
gas and iron-ore exports, with ports cleared of ships and non-
essential staff evacuated, according to australianminining.com.au
website. Australia’s western coast usually sees three or four
cyclones per year and emergency services said residents were well
prepared for this storm. Meanwhile, Cyclone Trevor, which hit
northern Australia on Saturday as a powerful category 4, weak-
ened to a tropical storm overnight as it moved inland in the sparse-
ly populated region. Officials said no deaths, injuries or significant
damage had been reported from the storm, but that heavy rains
were continuing and flooding was still a danger. The army and
police had evacuated more than 2,000 residents from outposts in
Trevor’s path, many of them indigenous communities, and people
began returning to their homes yesterday, police said. — AFP 

International
More than 130 die 
in Mali ‘massacre’

The making of militants in India’s ‘paradise on earth’ Page 9 Page 7

MONDAY, MARCH 25, 2019

Established 1961 

DEIR EZ-ZOR: Fighters of the US-backed Kurdish-led Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) take part in a parade to celebrate near the Omar oil field in the eastern Syrian Deir Ezzor province, after announcing the total elimination of the
Islamic State (IS) group’s last bastion. —AFP 

BAGHOUZ: Syria’s Kurds warned yester-
day that despite the demise of the Islamic
State’s “caliphate”, the thousands of foreign
jihadists they hold are a time-bomb the
world urgently needs to defuse. World
leaders were quick to hail Saturday’s
announcement by the Kurdish-led Syrian
Democratic Forces that the last shred of
land controlled by IS had been conquered.
But as the SDF swept the devastated the
riverside village of Baghouz where jihadists
made their dramatic last stand, the top
Syrian Kurdish foreign affairs official
warned that IS members captured during
the assault still posed a threat.

“There are thousands of fighters, chil-
dren and women and from 54 countries, not
including Iraqis and Syrians, who are a seri-
ous burden and danger for us and for the
international community,” Abdel Karim
Omar said. “Numbers increased massively
during the last 20 days of the Baghouz
operation,” he said. As the SDF’s months-
long, US-backed assault against the last IS
strongholds in the Euphrates Valley closed
in, jihadists and their families gradually

gathered in the final refuge of Baghouz.
While some managed to escape, many for-
eigners stayed behind, either surrendering
or fighting to the death.

According to the SDF, 66,000 people
left the last IS pocket since January,
including 5,000 jihadists and 24,000 of
their relatives. The assault was paused
multiple times as the force opened
humanitarian corridors for people to
evacuate. It screened droves of people
scrambling out of Baghouz in recent
weeks then dispatched them to camps
further north, where most are still held.
Most of the jihadists’ relatives who fled
have been crammed into the Al-Hol camp,
a facility built for 20,000 people but
which now shelters 72,000.

‘Future terrorists’ 
The de facto autonomous Kurdish

administration is northeastern Syria has
warned it does not have capacity to detain
so many people, let alone put them on trial.
But many of the suspected jihadists’ coun-
tries of origin are reluctant to take them

back due to potential security risks and the
likely public backlash. Some have even
withdrawn citizenship from their nationals
detained in Syria. “There has to be coordi-
nation between us and the international

community to address this danger,” Abdel
Karim Omar said.

“There are thousands of children who
have been raised according to IS ideolo-
gy,” he added. “If these children are not re-
educated and re-integrated in their soci-
eties of origin, they are potential future ter-
rorists.” The SDF’s main support has been

the international military coalition launched
by the United States in mid-2014 to count-
er the expansion of IS. The coalition has
provided weapons and carried out 34,000
air strikes in support of local forces in Iraq

and Syria, most of the recent ones to
back ground advances by the SDF
Kurdish-Arab alliance.

The aerial campaigns against IS hubs
across a “caliphate” which once spanned
territory the size of the United Kingdom
have leveled major cities and contributed
to the biggest wave of displacement since
World War II. According to the Airwars
monitoring NGO, at least 7,500 civilians
have died as a result of coalition actions
in four and half years. The conflict in
Syria has killed more than 370,000 peo-

ple since it erupted eight years ago, the
Syrian Observatory for Human Rights war
monitor says.

‘New phase’
US President Donald Trump has vowed

to drastically scale down US military pres-
ence in Syria once IS is defeated, leaving

the Kurds exposed to threats by Damascus
and Turkey. Ankara sees the SDF as a ter-
rorist organization and Abdel Karim Omar
warned that any cross-border offensive
risked leading to mass breakouts from the
jails where jihadists are currently held.
“Any new threat or new war would give an
opportunity to these criminals to slip out,”
he said. The International Rescue
Committee has warned of an acute humani-
tarian emergency, saying the Al-Hol camp
has reached “breaking point”.

While the conclusion of the Baghouz
battle capped draining years of battle, the
SDF’s top commander said Saturday that
anti-IS operations were entering a new
phase. IS, faced with multiple offensives in
Syria and Iraq since 2014, has morphed
from a territorial force back into a clan-
destine insurgency group carrying out hit
and run attacks in both countries.
Mazloum Kobane said during the victory
ceremony in Al-Omar base on Saturday
that the new focus would be IS sleeper
cells that “are great threat to our region
and the whole world.” — AFP 
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BEIRA: An owner (2nd right) stays at his destroyed bar after the cyclone Idai hit near the beach in
Beira, Mozambique yesterday. — AFP 


