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Engineers protest suspended allowances;
auditors say no proof sites were visited

Thunderstorms, dust predicted for today
By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: A number of Ministry of Public Works
(MPW) engineers working at outdoor sites organized
a sit-in yesterday in the ministry’s parking spaces in
protest against Minister Jenan Bushehri’s sudden
decision to suspend their site allowances. Protestors
said the decision came suddenly without prior studies
and was unfair for staff members working at outdoor
sites. “Rumors about us not showing up at our work-
sites are absolutely untrue and have to be proven,”
said one of the protestors. “The minister must recon-
sider the decision.”

Meanwhile, MPW’s official spokesperson Iman Al-
Omar stressed the ministry’s keenness towards engi-
neers and explained that the ministry’s auditors refused
to authorize paying the allowance because there was
no proof that those sites had been visited. “Payment of
this allowance will continue as usual for engineers reg-
ularly working on sites unless the technical sector the
engineer works for reports otherwise,” Omar explained,
adding that field visits of other engineers will have to
be monthly reported using the official forms as per
directive number 4/2019 dated Feb 5, 2019. 

Weather forecast
Meteorologist Adel Al-Saadoun stressed the period

preceding the ‘Wasam’ season, known locally for its
unstable weather, had already started in Kuwait.
Saadoun accordingly predicted scattered thunder and
rain in some areas, in addition to high wind speed lead-
ing to dusty weather and high waves today. 

Early retirement
The Public Institution For Social Security (PIFFS)

will start implementing the early retirement law from
April 1, Deputy Manager Khaled Al-Fadhalah said. He
added that the total number of retirees is 136,000 and
employees still in service are 360,000, of whom 6,600
match the early retirement conditions as per this
month’s statistics. Fadhalah noted that citizens covered
by social security abroad are 716, including 580 work-
ing in other GCC states and 136 elsewhere. He added
that some of the citizens working in Europe and US are
not covered by Kuwaiti social security and prefer those
followed in those countries.  Fadhalah added that the
total number of GCC nationals working in Kuwait and
covered by social security is 6,061 in the public sector,
3,240 in the private sector and 2,890 in the military,
including defense and interior ministries. 

Food inspections
In preparation for the upcoming holy month of

Ramadan, Public Authority for Food and Nutrition
inspections teams in Jahra started inspecting various
food facilities to make sure all health conditions are ful-
ly observed. Jahra food and nutrition manager Nawaf
Al-Enezi said Jahra is one of the largest governorates in
Kuwait, and has three inspection departments. He
added that all inspection teams are on full alert and
ready for Ramadan, with strict control on food supplies
at the fruit and vegetable market, co-ops, grocery
stores, restaurants and various food facilities. 

Enezi noted that the authority is understaffed due to
early retirement of some staff members, which places

more burden on staff members still in service. “We
hope inspectors’ numbers will be increased,” he
remarked. Responding to a question about lack of
incentives as the main reason why young people refrain
from joining the authority, Enezi said Director Essa Al-
Kanadari and his deputies are in constant contact with
the Civil Service Commission (CSC) to approve pay
hikes for the authority’s staff as soon as possible. 

Commenting on the violations that inspectors detect,
Enezi said all violations are dealt with according to the
authority’s regulations and in accordance to the viola-
tion’s severity. “Some violators can be fined KD 100 to
1,000, while others, such as selling food items that do
not match specifications or are not fit for human con-
sumption are fined by up to KD 100,000 and referred
for commercial prosecution,” he explained, adding that
in the period starting on Dec 21, 2018 till now, Jahra
inspectors had destroyed 100 tons of foul food items
confiscated through 2,267 citations and closed down 28
facilities. 

Legal action
Minister of Social Affairs Saad Al-Kharraz said the

ministry had taken proper legal actions in relation with
16 financial violations the State Audit Bureau detected
in the fiscal years 2015 to 2018, adding that those
behind 10 of the violations (63 percent) had been
penalized by the ministry, three referred to disciplinary
litigations and one referred to public prosecution.
Kharraz stressed that the ministry takes the State Audit
Bureau reports into full consideration and works on
avoiding all kinds of violations. 

KUWAIT: Twelve Kuwaitis lost their citizenships in
two decisions issued by Deputy Premier, Interior
Minister and Head of the Higher Committee to
Determine Kuwait Nationality Sheikh Khaled Al-
Jarrah Al-Sabah, which were published in the Kuwait
Al-Youm official gazette. The decisions stripped the
nationalities from nine dual citizens who got it by
establishment, two female original citizens and one by
naturalization, after they were given the choice
between keeping their Kuwaiti citizenships or other
nationalities they hold.They are: Wadha Saeed
Mohammad Al-Hajeri, Noura Jaber Saleh Al-Merri,
Obaid Mujally Talaq Al-Otaibi, Meshaal Mehmas
Talaq Al-Otaibi, Khalid Nasser Tarjam Al-Hajeri, Sarah
Salem Jarallah Al-Merri, Fatima Tami Hazza Al-Hajeri,
Maitha Rashid Misfer Al-Hajeri, Wadha Rashid Misfer
Al-Hajeri, Munira Mohammad Saleh Al-Merri, Munira
Faraj Salem Al-Merri abd Juma Mohammad Ali.

Cabby mugged
A Pakistani taxi driver was mugged by an unidenti-

fied person at knifepoint in Fintas, who stole KD 300.
The man said after he took a passenger to his destina-
tion, he pulled a knife and asked for his wallet. The
driver handed the money to the suspect, who disap-
peared in the dark. Police are investigating.

Thieves caught
Criminal detectives arrested a Kuwaiti and a

bedoon who used to break into cars. They confessed
to committing three thefts. Jahra detectives acted on
complaints about cars near buildings and mosques
being broken into, and learned through sources that a
Kuwaiti and a bedoon were involved. The two were
placed under surveillance and arrested in Jahra.

Garage fire
Firemen put out a blaze in a Sharq garage. Capital

fire station men responded and prevented the fire
from spreading to nearby garages before putting it
out. No injuries were reported. 

— Translated by Kuwait Times from Al-Rai

Twelve stripped of
Kuwaiti citizenship

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: The Interior Ministry’s public
relations department distributed
brochures and printed material in all
governorates according to the strategic
plan to educate citizens and expatriates
on matters related to scrapping the resi-

dency sticker from passports and how to
process transactions online at the min-
istry’s website (www.moi.gov.kw), which
saves them time and effort. The depart-
ment said the civil ID must be kept safe
and its data should match the passport
number and the name in Arabic and
Latin, to avoid any mistakes.

Truck stolen
Kuwait Fire Service Department com-

mented on the theft of a pick-up truck
from Al-Zour fire station and not a fire
engine as reported on social media. The
department said the culprit is a lance-
corporal from Al-Zour fire station. All

legal procedures have been taken
towards him.

Smuggling foiled
Member of the Customs Information

Committee Nawaf Al-Mattar said 1,965
tablets were found with a passenger,
who was sent to concerned authorities.

Ministry spreads awareness on residency sticker procedures


