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Lawmaker warns government over raising charges 

Tabtabaei implores Amir to
pardon Assembly ‘stormers’

Amir meets Austrian Chancellor 

KUWAIT: HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets visiting Chancellor of Austria
Sebastian Kurz at Bayan Palace yesterday. — KUNA (See Page 3)

By B Izzak 

KUWAIT: Islamist former MP Waleed Al-Tabtabaei yes-
terday pleaded to HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah to issue a pardon for 15 opposition
activists, including several ex-MPs, who were handed jail
terms for taking part in the storming of the
Assembly building in Nov 2011. This is the
first time that a leading opposition figure
has called on the Amir to pardon the
activists, a majority of whom have been
living abroad since before the final verdict
was issued in July.

Tabtabaei said on his Twitter account
that “everyone knows” that the activists,
who include eight former lawmakers, were
not guilty and were handed tough jail
terms not for entering the Assembly build-
ing during a protest, but for allegedly
assaulting two police officers. He added
that even after the two police officers
withdrew their accusations, the cassation court still issued
a three-year jail term.

“Therefore, we plead to His Highness the Amir, the
father of all and the symbol of the nation, to kindly issue a
special pardon for all those jailed in the case of entering
the National Assembly building to erase an unfair sen-
tence against them,” Tabtabaei said. The former lawmaker
said such moves are not strange for the Amir, whose great

deeds have reached many other countries. Tabtabaei and
Jamaan Al-Harbash were stripped of their parliamentary
seats as a result of the jail term. That led to holding a by-
election last week to replace them.

Meanwhile, opposition Islamist MP Mohammad Al-
Dallal yesterday warned the government against hiking

charges of any public service, because this
involves a violation of the country’s law. He
said the Assembly issued in Dec 1994 a law
barring the government from increasing
charges on public services without a law
from the Assembly. He said that in recent
weeks, a number of government depart-
ments like the Municipality increased
charges for some of their services, which is
a clear violation of the 1994 law. Dallal said
that if the government wants to increase
any charges, it should do it through a law
passed by the National Assembly.

In the meantime, MP Riyadh Al-Adasani
said that a decision on allegations of inflated

accounts of some MPs and businessmen is expected to be
issued on Thursday. The lawmaker had told the govern-
ment that some local banks have complained to the
Central Bank and the finance ministry about an abnormal
increase in the accounts of some MPs and merchants.
Adasani then called on the government to take action
against those involved and warned that if no action is tak-
en, he will grill the finance minister.

News in brief
Trump to recognize Golan as Israeli 

JERUSALEM: US President Donald Trump will
sign an order recognizing Israel’s sovereignty over
the Golan Heights when he meets Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu in Washington today, Israel’s
foreign minister said. “President Trump will sign
tomorrow in the presence of PM Netanyahu an
order recognizing Israeli sovereignty over the Golan
Heights,” Foreign Minister Israel Katz wrote on
Twitter yesterday. Trump said on Thursday that the
US should acknowledge Israeli sovereignty over the
strategic plateau it seized from Syria. — AFP 

Kenya teacher world’s best, wins $1m 

DUBAI: A maths and physics teacher from a sec-
ondary school in a remote village in Kenya’s Rift
Valley has won the $1 million Global Teacher Prize
for 2019, the Dubai-based Varkey Foundation said.
Peter Tabichi, who organizers say gives away 80
percent of his monthly income to the poor, received
the prize at a ceremony Saturday in Dubai hosted by
Hollywood star Hugh Jackman. Kenyan President
Uhuru Kenyatta congratulated Tabichi in a video
message, saying “your story is the story of Africa, a
young continent bursting with talent”. — AFP 

Waleed Al-Tabtabaei 

$7.5m donated for NZ families 

CHRISTCHURCH: More than NZ$10.8 million ($7.4
million) in public donations has been received so far to
help families of the 50 people killed in New Zealand’s
mosque shootings, according to a pair of fundraising
websites. A support fund on New Zealand site
GiveaLittle.co.nz had received NZ$8,271,847 from more
than 91,000 donors as of yesterday, while
LaunchGood.com, a global crowdfunding platform
focused on Muslims, had netted NZ$2,546,126 from over
40,000 donors. New Zealand’s Prime Minister Jacinda
Ardern said last week that the country would cover the
costs of burying the 50 victims as well as “repatriation
costs for any family members who would like to move
their loved ones away from New Zealand”. — AFP 

KUWAIT: The number of Filipinas in Kuwait dropped in
2018, according to statistics by the central statistics
department. The number of Filipinas dropped from 161,500
at the end of 2017 to 138,500 by the end of the third quar-
ter of last year, ie 23,000 in nine months. Sources analyzing
the situation said the reason may be related to the crisis
over domestic helpers that flared up last year. 

The total number of Filipinos of both genders dropped
during the same period from 243,400 to 216,200, ie 27,000
(12 percent), who left the country in nine months. The per-
centage of females of the total Filipinos who left the coun-
try is 86 percent. Filipinos form the fourth-largest nationali-
ty among expat workers after Indians (889,000), Egyptians
(484,000) and Bangladeshis (271,000).

Statistics showed the total number of domestic helpers
at the end of the third quarter of 2018 was 689,000, an
increase of nearly 9,000 compared to the end of 2017, dis-
tributed equally between males and females. — Al-Qabas

27K Filipinos leave
Kuwait in 9 months 

WASHINGTON: The United States clinched a strategic
port deal with Oman yesterday which US officials say
will allow the US military better access the Gulf region
and reduce the need to send ships through the Strait of
Hormuz, a maritime choke point off Iran. The US
embassy in Oman said in a statement that the agreement
governed US access to facilities and ports in Duqm as
well as in Salalah and “reaffirms the commitment of both
countries to promoting mutual security goals.”

The accord is viewed through an economic prism by
Oman, which wants to develop Duqm while preserving
its Switzerland-like neutral role in Middle Eastern poli-
tics and diplomacy. But it comes as the United States
grows increasingly concerned about Iran’s expanding
missile programs, which have improved in recent years

despite sanctions and diplomatic pressure by the
United States.

A US official, speaking on condition of anonymity,
said the deal was significant by improving access to
ports that connect to a network of roads to the broader
region, giving the US military great resiliency in a crisis.
“We used to operate on the assumption that we could
just steam into the Gulf,” one US official said, adding,
however, that “the quality and quantity of Iranian
weapons raises concerns”.

Tehran has in the past threatened to block the Strait
of Hormuz, a major oil shipping route at the mouth of the
Gulf, in retaliation for any hostile US action, including
attempts to halt Iranian oil exports through sanctions.
Still, the US official noted that the agreement would
expand US military options in the region for any kind of
crisis. Duqm is ideal port for large ships. It is even big
enough to turn around an aircraft carrier, a second offi-
cial said. “The port itself is very attractive and the
geostrategic location is very attractive, again being out-
side the Strait of Hormuz,” the official said, adding that
negotiations began under the Obama administration.

Continued on Page 24
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The cruise ship Viking Sky is pictured on Saturday near the west coast of Norway
at Hustadvika near Romsdal. — AFP 

WASHINGTON: In this file photo taken on Sept 17, 1978, Egyptian President Anwar
Al-Sadat (left), Israeli Premier Menachem Begin (right) and US President Jimmy
Carter sign a peace agreement in the East Room of the White House. — AFP 

OSLO: A cruise liner that ran into trou-
ble in stormy seas off Norway reached
port under its own steam yesterday after
hundreds of passengers were winched to
safety by helicopter in a spectacular res-
cue operation. Escorted by tugboats, the
Viking Sky arrived in the port of Molde
at around 4:15 pm (1515 GMT), televi-
sion images showed. Nearly a third of its
1,373 passengers and crew had already
been airlifted off the ship.

The cruise liner lost power and start-

ed drifting on Saturday afternoon two
kilometres off a stretch of Norwegian
coastline notorious for shipwrecks. The
captain sent out a Mayday prompting
authorities to launch the airlift in difficult
conditions rather than run the risk of
leaving people on board. Some 460 of
the 1,373 people on the ship had been
taken off by five helicopters before the
airlift was halted. Police said 17 people
had been taken to hospital. One person
more than 90 years old and two 70-
year-olds suffered serious fractures. 

With three of four engines restarted
yesterday, two tugs towed the vessel
away from dangerous reefs before it set
sail for Molde, 500 km northwest of
Oslo, under its own power. 
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CAIRO: The US-mediated 1979 treaty
between Egypt and Israel may only have
resulted in a “cold peace” but their ties
have survived four decades in a turbu-
lent region, analysts say. The watershed
treaty brought together late Egyptian
president Anwar Sadat and Israeli pre-
mier Menachem Begin for a March 26,
1979 signing ceremony in Washington
as a beaming Jimmy Carter, then-US
president, looked on. The peace deal,

the first ever between Israel and an Arab
state, and which cost Sadat his life at the
hands of an Islamist extremist, has kept
Cairo out of any armed conflict with its
neighbour.

The treaty has emerged unscathed
from upheavals in Egypt, notably the
2011 revolution that toppled longtime
ruler Hosni Mubarak, proving its “stabili-
ty”, said Amr Al-Shobaki, political ana-
lyst with the Ahram Center for Political
and Strategic Studies. The 40th anniver-
sary comes as armed conflicts  roil sev-
eral countries across the Arab world,
from Libya in the far west to Yemen in
the south.  It also comes at a time of
major US policy changes. In 2017,
President Donald Trump’s administration
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Philippine bikers protest regulation

MANILA: More than 10,000 motorcycle riders
staged a motorcade yesterday in the main highways
of the Philippine capital Manila to protest at new
regulations forcing them to display bigger license
plates, saying the measure would not solve the
problem. President Rodrigo Duterte signed the
measure into law this month, requiring all licensed
motorbikes to display bigger front and rear plates to
make them more visible to the authorities and any
witnesses to crimes. At present, registration plates
are displayed only on the back. Under the law, the
font style of plates should be readable from a dis-
tance of 15 m. For quick and easy identification, the
plates need to be color coded for each of the coun-
try’s 17 regions.— Reuters 


