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TOKYO: Ichiro Suzuki took a final bow in the eighth
inning and the Seattle Mariners worked overtime to
send him out a winner, claiming a 5-4 victory in 12 in-
nings to sweep the two-game set from the Oakland
Athletics at Tokyo Dome yesterday.

Ichiro’s storied 27-year career ended with a dra-
matic exit in the eighth inning. After taking his position
in right field, Mariners manager Scott Servais pulled
Ichiro to the delight of a raucous, sellout crowd that
responded with an extended ovation as the worst-
kept secret in the building was confirmed.

Ichiro officially announced his retirement from
baseball yesterday evening in the Tokyo Dome,
where emotional hugs and tears flowed from the top
row of the stadium to the Seattle dugout. Each plate
appearance and fielding opportunity was met with
rousing applause.

The Mariners broke a 4-4 tie when Domingo San-
tana brought in the go-ahead run with one out and
the bases loaded, scoring Dee Gordon with a sharp
ground ball to Marcus Semien. Santana sprinted
down the first base line to beat Jurickson Profar’s
relay and prevent a double play.

Mariners closer Hunter Strickland record the save
for the second consecutive night for the Mariners (2-
0) with a 1-2-3 bottom of the 12th. Santana again the
hero, chasing down Profar’s fly ball to left field and
crashing against the wall in a successful effort to
record the final out.

As the 45-year-old Suzuki left the field in the

eighth, every Mariners’ player, coach and staffer was
greeted with an embrace. Compatriot Yusei Kikuchi
broke down in tears. The crowd erupted for the loud-
est ovation of the night as he lifted his cap and ac-
knowledged the crowd before stepping into the
dugout and sharing a moment with Mariners Hall of
Famer Ken Griffey Jr.

A half-inning prior his last plate appearance nearly
resulted in an infield base hit, just barely beaten by
Marcus Semien’s toss from short to the groans of dis-
dain from the crowd. Tim Beckham, the go-ahead run,
was stranded on second base.

Kikuchi became the first Japanese player to
begin his career on home soil the same night Ichiro
became the only Japanese-born MLB player to fin-
ish his in Japan.

The left-handed starting pitcher was spotted a
3-0 lead with Ryon Healy and Mitch Haniger home
runs in the second and third innings. The rookie
navigated through four harmless innings before
Oakland slugger Khris Davis chased him with two
outs in the fifth. Davis struck an RBI single, render-
ing Kikuchi ineligible for the decision. Oakland
tacked on another run via a Jay Bruce handling
error at first base the next at bat.

Marco Estrada went five innings on the other side,
and striking out one in his Athletics debut and im-
proving upon Mike Fiers’ tough outing in the opener.
He settled down after Seattle’s power exhibit to retire
the last seven batters he faced. Both bullpens faltered.

Bruce tacked on an insurance run in the top of
the seventh with a sacrifice fly, and Davis responded
in the bottom of the frame to tie it with a two-run
single off Dan Altavilla, bringing home Semien and
Matt Chapman.

Oakland’s Blake Treinan and Seattle’s
Matt Festa took turn being bullpen heroes to
hold the game scoreless through the ninth

and tenth innings.
Seattle’s Zac Rosscup struck out Davis swinging

on three pitches with the bases loaded in the bottom
of the 11th. Ichiro ends his Major League career with
3,089 hits. In 2004 he set the single-season record
for hits in a season with 262. He brought over 1,287
hits from Japan, totaling an astronomical 4,367 total
hits in professional baseball.  —Reuters

Mariners win in extra time
as Ichiro takes final bow

Ichiro’s 27-year career ends with dramatic exit in eighth inning

TOKYO: Seattle Mariners Ichiro Suzuki (C, #51) leaves the field in the bottom of eighth inning at the Major
League Baseball Japan Opening Series in Tokyo yesterday. —AFP

Correa homers 
in Astros’ win
FLORIDA: Carlos Correa hit a go-ahead home run in the sixth in-
ning and the Houston Astros went on to a 2-1 spring training victory
over the New York Yankees at Kissimmee, Fla. Astros starter Wade
Miley gave up one run on three hits over 4 2/3 innings as five Astros
pitchers held the Yankees to four hits on the day. Gary Sanchez
drove in the only run for the Yankees on a double in the first inning.

Braves 8, Blue Jays 7
Andy Wilkins hit a home run and drove in two runs while Charlie

Culberson and Ronald Acuna Jr. each also drove in two as Atlanta
won at Dunedin, Fla. Kevin Pillar and Teoscar Hernandez each hit a
home run for Toronto. 

Tigers 3, Phillies 1
Josh Harrison hit a home run and Spencer Turnbull pitched five

scoreless innings with seven strikeouts as Detroit won at Clearwa-
ter, Fla. Bryce Harper had a single and scored the only run for
Philadelphia on an Odubel Herrera ground ball.

Marlins 6, Cardinals 0
Neil Walker hit a home run and Pablo Lopez gave up just two

hits over six scoreless innings as Florida won at Jupiter, Fla. Drew
Robinson had two of the three St. Louis hits.

Pirates 6, Twins 5
Colin Moran had a pair of RBI singles as Pittsburgh scored all

six runs over the final two innings for the victory at Fort Myers, Fla.
Jonathan Schoop hit a home run for Minnesota. —Reuters

Five talking points 
in Super Rugby
SYDNEY: Five talking points ahead of this week’s games in
Super Rugby:

SAD TIME FOR SUNWOLVES 
The Sunwolves will play under a heavy cloud when they face

the Golden Lions in Singapore on Saturday, after it was widely
touted that Super Rugby are about to announce the axing of
Japan franchise for next season. Governing body SANZAAR
(South Africa, New Zealand, Australia and Argentina Rugby)
said it would make a statement on the “future of Super Rugby”
today. And Sydney’s Daily Telegraph said the Sunwolves would
be sacrificed as the 15-team, globe-crossing tournament reverts
to 14 sides and a round-robin format in 2020, ditching its un-
popular conference system. A spokeswoman for the Tokyo-
based team told AFP: “We are still waiting for Friday’s official
announcement and at this stage have no comment to make.”  But
it could not come at a worse time, just six months before Japan
hosts the Rugby World Cup.

DU TOIT BABY DASH 
Outstanding Western Stormers forward Pieter-Steph du Toit

is unlikely to play in all four games on an Australasia tour be-
cause his wife is expecting their first child.  “When my wife
phones to say the birth is imminent, I will catch the first avail-
able flight to South Africa,” said the Springbok lock-cum-
flanker. Cape Town-based columnist Mark Keohane has
described 26-year-old Du Toit as “the best forward in world
rugby at the moment”. Stormers, who left South Africa after
three straight wins, tackle the Wellington Hurricanes this Sat-
urday, then the Auckland Blues, Queensland Reds and Mel-
bourne Rebels.

TAHS LOOK TO ‘HIT STRAPS’ 
NSW Waratahs fullback Israel Folau says his star-studded

team haven’t fully got going yet with tomorrow’s clash against the
competition-leading Canterbury Crusaders set to be a key test of
their progress. The Tahs have won two and lost two and face the
unbeaten Crusaders in Sydney in what will be an emotionally-
charged contest following the Christchurch mosque killings. “As
representative players within the side we’d be the first ones to put
our hands up,” Folau said of fellow Wallabies such as Bernard
Foley and Kurtley Beale. “We feel like we obviously haven’t hit our
straps yet and there’s still a lot of improvement to come.” The
Waratahs have dropped Karmichael Hunt with Wallaby Nick
Phipps making his first starting appearance of the season.

TURF TURNOVER  
The Waratahs will tread new ground when they run out for to-

morrow’s game at the Sydney Cricket Ground-the playing surface
has been returfed. Ground staff had to replace 3,000 square me-
tres of SCG grass after it was destroyed during the home win over
the Queensland Reds two weeks ago. There was concern that the
same could happen again. “The field was assessed this week by
the New South Wales Rugby Union and SCG representatives as
well as independent consultants, who deemed the field to meet
Super Rugby standards,” said NSW Rugby. The Tahs are playing
at the SCG because their usual home venue, the Sydney Football
Stadium next door, is being redeveloped.

SIMPLY THE BEST 
South Africa-born Melbourne Rebels coach Dave Wessels says

Super Rugby is the “premier rugby competition in the world when
it comes to speed and skill”.  “I do not believe there is a team in
Europe that could travel to New Zealand and beat the Canterbury
Crusaders there. “Unless you play New Zealand teams in New
Zealand and beat them you cannot claim to be in the best com-
petition in the world.” The Christchurch-based Crusaders have
won the Super Rugby competition a record nine times and lead
the combined standings after five rounds this season. —AFP


