
In many countries it is a common sight, but when musicians
began playing their instruments at a Dubai metro station, sur-
prised commuters stopped to take photos of the rare perform-

ances. The emirate is known among its residents for its pristine
streets and impeccably clean metro stations — where commuters
can be fined for chewing gum, or even drinking water, on a train.
Khadija played her guitar, as passersby listened intently.

She was performing as part of the week-long Dubai Metro
Music Festival taking place across five stations. “I am very happy
because they chose me, and I am proud to be an Emirati doing this
here,” the 19-year-old said. “I am excited to perform for the public
and grab their attention,” she said, as her friend stood by nodding
in encouragement. Khadija played the guitar continuously and only
took her eyes off her fingers once to readjust her thin black veil.

Twenty-five musicians from different countries — including
Portugal, Indonesia, Russia, Saudi Arabia, Jordan and Lebanon —
are participating in the festival that ends on Saturday. While some
musicians were playing traditional instruments, others were using
more creative methods, such as glass and old typewriters. The
metro in Dubai — home to three million people, most of whom are
expatriates — was launched in 2009. Egyptian Amir Hassan, one
of hundreds of thousands of people who use the public transport

on a daily basis, said this is the first time he has ever seen a per-
formance in the station.

“I’ve seen performances in malls and other centers, but this is
a first,” he said. “If I had more time, I would stay longer and watch.”
Organizers said the goal behind the festival was to “break that rou-
tine” of the daily commuters. “Music spreads happiness and pos-
itivity to regular metro commuters or visitors,” said Shaima
Alsuwaidi, a manager at Brand Dubai, the creative arm of the Dubai

government’s media office. Dubai — with its opulent shopping
malls and luxury resorts — welcomed last year a record 15.9 mil-
lion tourists. The city-state, one of seven sheikhdoms that make
up the UAE, aims to attract 20 million visitors annually by the time
it hosts the six-month global trade fair Expo 2020. - AFP 

In this file photo taken on February 08, 2019, J
Balvin attends the GRAMMY Gift Lounge during the
61st Annual GRAMMY Awards at Staples Center in
Los Angeles, California. 

Artist Psyche of Sound performs using Zen Drum instrument as part of Dubai Metro Music Festival at Bur Juman Metro station. — AFP photos

In this file photo taken on December 6, 2018, US
singer Ariana Grande attends Billboard’s 13th
Annual Women In Music event at Pier 36 in New
York City. — AFP photos
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Colombian reggaeton superstar J Balvin
will headline this year’s edition of Lol-
lapalooza, organizers of the festival

announced Wednesday, a landmark moment
for Latin music in the US mainstream. Balvin
will play alongside the other seven headliners
including Ariana Grande and Childish Gam-
bino at the top music festival in Chicago, set
for August 1-4.

The 33-year-old superstar achieved mass
appeal in 2017 thanks to the smash success of
“Mi Gente,” a hit rooted in the African dance
beats of French DJ Willy William’s “Voodoo
Song.” After recording the initial version
Balvin worked on a remix with pop royalty Be-
yonce to produce a charity version for hurri-
cane relief later that year. Lollapalooza — a
festival conceived in the 1990s as a celebra-
tion of alternative culture — has never fea-
tured a Latin act that performs in Spanish so
prominently on its billing.

Medellin-born Balvin did perform twice at
last year’s Coachella festival — but only as a
guest alongside Cardi B and Beyonce, with
whom he had collaborated. This year both
Balvin and Bad Bunny, the Puerto Rican Latin
trap sensation, will do solo sets at Coachella, set
for April 12-14 and April 19-21 in Indio, Califor-
nia. And Spanish innovator Rosalia — who de-
buted in 2017 with a revisionist version of
traditional flamenco infused with pop, R&B and
electronic sounds — will play both Lolla-
palooza and Coachella. The decidedly Latin flair
at major US festivals signals the circuit’s effort
to embrace the 41 million people living in US
who claim Spanish as their mother tongue.
“Chicago, we’re coming to see you this sum-
mer,” tweeted Balvin as the announcement
dropped. “Get ready to party.” — AFP 

Latin sensation J Balvin to
headline Lollapalooza festival

Dubai metro stations come 
alive with the sound of music

Artist Omar Hamdan performs using Buzuq instrument as part of Dubai Metro Music Festival at Bur Juman Metro station in Dubai. 


