
L i f e s t y l e  |  Fe a t u r e s Friday, March 22, 2019

Friday22

Tourists look at an embalmed giant turtle displayed at Ngoc Son temple in Hanoi. — AFP photos

This handout picture taken on March 16, 2019 and released courtesy of Linette Grzelak on March 21 shows a sunfish that was washed
ashore and found dead in Coorong, near the mouth of the urray River in South Australia. — AFP photos 

Asacred giant turtle that died in Hanoi’s storied Hoan Kiem
lake has been given a new lease on life by city authorities
who have embalmed the beloved creature for posterity —

and tourist visits. Hanoians were shocked by the death of the crit-
ically endangered Swinhoe softshell turtle in 2016, believing its
passing was a sign of ominous times ahead.

The reptile is believed to be the last in a long line of large tur-
tles in the city’s central Hoan Kiem lake, revered as symbols of
Vietnam’s independence struggle according to mythical lore
passed down for generations. 

Nicknamed “Cu Rua” which means “great grandparent turtle”,
it was thought to be between 80 and 100 years old when it died.
Visitors welcomed the turtle’s resurrection at the popular Ngoc
Son temple on Hoan Kiem lake, where the 170-kilogram creature
was put on display last week, sitting atop a red carpet in a glass
case with an ornately carved wooden frame. 

“It’s great to see it here. Everyone can admire it now, a symbol
of Hanoi,” tourist Tran Thi Anh told yesterday.  The enormous
creature sits near another which was similarly embalmed and en-
cased in glass in 1968. They are not the only preserved heroes in
Vietnam: the country’s revolutionary leader Ho Chi Minh is on dis-
play at a sprawling concrete and grass Ba Dinh square in the city’s
French Quarter. And in a unique take on the encasing custom, a
restaurant owner who served Hanoi’s famous pork noodles to the
late chef Anthony Bourdain and former US president Barack
Obama has preserved their dining table in a glass box.  

The turtles on display at Hoan Kiem lake — which means
“Lake of the Restored Sword” in Vietnamese — are believed to
be the protectors of an ancient sword in the green-tinged waters.
According to popular legend, former emperor Le Loi was given
the weapon in the 15th century by the lake’s Golden Turtle God,
which he used to fight off Chinese invaders before returning it to

Hoan Kiem. There are believed to be just four surviving Swinhoe
turtles left in the world — two in a Chinese zoo and two others in
Vietnam, according to the Asian Turtles Program.  

Superstition is ubiquitous in Vietnam, and any sightings of the
giant turtles are deemed auspicious. The same holds true today
for other turtle species living in the lake. “I just saw some smaller
turtles coming to the surface of the lake... it seems good luck to
see them, don’t you think?” said visitor Nguyen Tri Ton, laughing.
“It’s good they embalmed Mr Turtles here to keep them alive for
all the people of Vietnam,” he added. Local officials initially tried
to suppress news of Cu Rua’s death in 2016, fearing it would be
seen as bad luck ahead of a party congress to choose the coun-
try’s top leaders.  — AFP 

Eternal shell: Sacred giant turtle embalmed in Hanoi

Aboulder-sized fish of a kind known to “sink yachts” has
washed up on an Australian beach. The 1.8 meter specimen
— believed to be a Mola Mola, or ocean sunfish — came

ashore near the mouth of the Murray River in South Australia at
the weekend. The enormous creature is distinct for both its size
and peculiar shape featuring a flattened body and fins. The fish
can weigh up to 2.5 tons according to National Geographic.

A photo circulating on social media showed two people on a
beach standing over the giant specimen, which had died. “The
amount of news and media from all over the world wanting to re-
port it has been on another level,” Linette Grzelak, who posted
the image to Facebook said. “Never expected this.” South Aus-
tralian Museum fish collection manager Ralph Foster said the fish
was actually at the smaller end of the scale for the species.

It earned its name for basking in the sun near the ocean’s sur-
face, but is also known to dive several hundred meters into the
depths, he said. “I’ve actually had a good look at it, we get three
species here and this is actually the rarest one in South Aus-
tralian waters,” Foster told the Australian Broadcasting Corpo-
ration (ABC). “They can get a lot bigger... it’s probably an
average-sized one, they can get nearly twice as big as that,” he
added. Mola Mola have also been known to damage vessels,
Foster added. “We get a lot of them hit by boats and some of
them are so large they actually sink yachts,” he said. “We know
very little about them, it’s only in the last few years that tech-
nology has allowed us to start learning about them. “They are
amazing things, they really are.” — AFP 

Tweet Impact: Los Angeles 
‘meteor’ sets internet alight

A“meteor” that tore across the Los Angeles skyline set Twitter
alight with speculation it was a real life “Deep Impact”. A
bright orange fireball that arced over Hollywood — home

of countless disaster movies — sent people scrambling to capture
the scene for social media — even if it later turned out to be more
fiction than fact. “Anyone else just see the Meteor over LA?”, one
person wrote on Twitter. “Incredible. Coolest thing Iíve seen.”

“Anyone else see a giant meteor or fireball in the middle of
downtown Los Angeles like a few minutes ago? It looked like a
meteor but it was WAY too low to the ground,” wrote Kasey
Clark. The Los Angeles Police Department weighed in to calm
people’s nerves with a Public Service Announcement, and remind
them that theirs is the city of fantasy and dreams. “PSA: A meteor
did not crash into Downtown Los Angeles, and no, it’s not an alien
invasion ... just a film shoot. This is Tinseltown after all,” the LAPD
wrote on Twitter. The phenomenon was a publicity stunt by Red
Bull, which fitted skydivers with LEDs and pyrotechnics as they
plunged out of a helicopter 4,000 feet above the city. Still — for
a few moments at least — the people of Los Angeles were allowed
to dream. “Is Captain Marvel back?” wrote Twitter user
@MightyMisterX. — AFP 

Boulder-sized sunfish
washes ashore in Australia


