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BEIJING: A huge explosion rocked a chemical
plant in eastern China yesterday, killing at least six
people and injuring dozens as it knocked down
factory buildings, damaged homes and sent a huge
plume of smoke skyward. The windows of houses
and a school in the surrounding area were shat-
tered by the force of the explosion, and residents
were evacuated, according to authorities and im-
ages published by local media. 

The latest industrial incident to rock China in
recent years occurred at around 2:50 pm at a fa-
cility run by Tianjiayi Chemical in Yancheng,
Jiangsu province, city of-
ficials said on their official
Twitter-like Weibo ac-
count. Around the time of
the explosion, China’s
earthquake administra-
tion reported a 2.2-mag-
nitude tremor in
Lianyungang, a city near
the Yancheng blast. 

An aerial view of the
blast area showed a large swath of destruction in
the industrial park, where multiple fires still raged
as firefighters tried to douse them with hoses. A
CCTV reporter on the scene said that toxic fumes
were coming from the blast site. At least six people
were killed and 30 seriously injured, while numer-
ous others in the vicinity were slightly injured, city
officials said on Weibo yesterday.

“At present, on-site rescue is still going on...
The cause of the accident is under investigation,”

officials said. Rescuers interviewed by CCTV re-
peatedly described the ground situation as “com-
plex”, adding that the focus is still on trying to pull
people from the site. Injured residents near the site
of the explosion have been sent to hospital for
treatment, according to local authorities. Medical
staff, as well as personnel from the public security
bureau and fire department, have been sent to the
scene, they added.

According to official news agency Xinhua, cit-
ing local authorities, the explosion occurred fol-
lowing a fire in a fertiliser factory in the chemical

industrial park. Workers
near the site of the blast
were trapped after shock-
waves from the explosion
knocked down nearby
factory buildings, the re-
port said. Workers cov-
ered in blood were seen
running out of the factory,
Xinhua added, citing wit-
nesses. Images broadcast

by state media showed an enormous explosion,
with flames engulfing the top of the chemical plant
while other shots showed thick grey smoke billow-
ing skyward from the site of the blast.

Pictures from a local news outlet showed a
classroom with blown out windows, children’s
backpacks scattered among broken glass and
hastily abandoned schoolwork.  Strong winds
around the site helped disperse fumes though
there remain concerns about the toxicity of the

fumes, Yancheng’s environment bureau said in a
later statement, adding that residents in the sur-
rounding areas have been “basically evacuated”.
While there is a small river next to the site, there it
is not used as a drinking source, the agency added. 

Landslide rises to 20
Rescuers have retrieved the body of a final

missing person in a northern China landslide,
bringing the death toll to 20, local officials said
yesterday. The incident last Friday in Shanxi

province flattened several residential buildings and
a public bathhouse. Authorities initially reported
10 deaths and 10 missing people. “As of 11:22 am
(0322 GMT) on March 21, the last missing person
in the... landslide has been found,” the Shanxi Fire
Department said in a statement on its official social
media page. “There were 20 casualties in this in-
cident.” The post was accompanied by pictures of
orange-clad rescuers carrying what appeared to
be a filled body bag on a stretcher. The cause of
the landslide has not been confirmed. —Agencies
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Lianyungang YANCHENG: Firemen and Chinese paramilitary police officers search at an explosion site in Yancheng in China’s
eastern Jiangsu province yesterday. —AFP

Bangladesh town 
barbers face fines 
for ‘foreign’ cuts
DHAKA: A barber’s association in a northern Bangladesh town has
warned its members not to give “foreign” haircuts or beard styles on
pain of fines, an official said yesterday. An association order has been
hung up at every barber shop in the town of Bhuapur in the conser-
vative Muslim-majority South Asian nation of 165 million people.

Any stylists infringing the directive face fines of 40,000 taka
($480). Flamboyant hairstyles adopted by some of the Bollywood
and Hollywood movie heroes and top cricketers have become in-
creasingly popular among young men in Bangladesh, where short
and neat cuts used to be the norm. The head of the association
Shekhar Chandra Sheel told AFP they took the measure following a
request from the local police chief.

“He asked us not to cut hair and beards following the Western
model. He said these hairstyles are spoiling our young generation,”
he said. He said barber shops in the neighboring towns of Sakhipur
and Basail have also adopted similar measures. Bhuapur police of-
ficial Rashedul Islam said that he made the appeal after local parents,
guardians and teachers urged him to stop their sons getting foreign
styles. “I asked the barbers to come and have a cup of tea with me.
And I requested them not to cut hair like the ones done by errant
young men,” he said.—AFP

Canned air and 
water-spraying 
drones: Smog remedies
HONG KONG: As millions of people in Asia choke under polluted skies,
authorities have turned to water-dispersing drones and outdoor air pu-
rifiers to improve air quality, while companies have tried to cash in by
selling everything from canned air to lung-purifying teas. According to
the World Health Organization, 92 percent of the population in the Asia
Pacific region are exposed to levels of air pollution that pose a significant
risk to their health, according to UN Environment. Here is a look at some
of the ways those living under the haze try to limit minimize its effects. 

Spraying water 
As public anger rises over toxic air, authorities have turned to

spraying water, which is thought to stick to pollutants and carry them
to the ground, but tools such as water cannons have been criticized as
having little effect and being a “band-aid” solution that distracts from
root causes. New Delhi - the world’s most polluted major city - tried
in 2017 to use helicopters to sprinkle water over the city, but the chop-
pers were not able to fly due to low visibility caused by smog.

In Bangkok, the government tried a raft of measures to combat a
murky haze that blanketed the city for weeks in January, including
spraying overpasses with water, cloud seeding and even deploying a
fleet of water-dispersing drones. Cloud-seeding is used to stimulate
rain by injecting chemicals into clouds using rockets, cannons or air-
craft, but the technique is not always successful. An attempt by South
Korea to create artificial rain to tackle air pollution in January failed,
after an aircraft sent to seed clouds with silver iodide only produced
several minutes of misty rain.

Outdoor air purifiers 
The northern Chinese city of Xi’an is experimenting with a giant

air purifier the size of an industrial smokestack which can reduce
PM2.5 concentration by 15 percent within 10 square kilometers, ac-
cording to researchers. Hong Kong this year opened a 3.7km tunnel
equipped with an air purification system touted as the largest of its
kind in the world in terms of volume of air handled - 5.4 million cubic
meters of vehicle exhaust every hour.

The government says it will be able to remove at least 80 percent
of harmful particulates and nitrogen dioxide using large fans which
suck exhaust into air purification plants in three ventilation buildings
along the tunnel. New Delhi last year announced a plan to install huge
air purifiers at traffic intersections and mount air filters on the roofs of
buses that trap pollutants as they move, according to Hindustan Times.

‘Smog refugees’
During particularly bad spates of air pollution, which tend to come

during the winter, residents in smoggy Chinese cities escape to
cleaner places, such as resorts in the south of the country, for a tem-
porary break and return after it has cleared. Ctrip, China’s largest on-
line travel agent, estimated in 2016 that every year, over a million
residents of smoggy cities such as Beijing and Shanghai leave the
country to escape the smog. Popular destinations for these so-called
“smog refugees” include places such as Japan, Australia,  and New
Zealand. Some even travel to Antarctica on these “lung-cleansing
trips,” according to Ctrip.

Commercial remedies 
Although experts say residents in smoggy cities are unlikely to see

health effects from breathing bottled air, that hasn’t stopped entrepre-
neurs from selling them canisters of the stuff from New Zealand,
Canada, Australia, and Switzerland. For about US$22, consumers can
order an 8 litre can of Banff Air from the popular tourist spot in Canada,
or pay US$125 for a jar of air from the British countryside. —ÅFP


