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KUALA LUMPUR: When Neelambika’s hus-
band slapped her, she decided to end their mar-
riage, but this only made him angrier and he
began to repeatedly rape her while she tried to
sleep on the sofa - which is legal in Malaysia.
Neelambika, 60, a part-time teacher with one
child, could not afford to move out as divorce
proceedings dragged on for more than a year.
“My bed was on the couch in the living room
and that’s where the marital rape happened,”
Neelambika, who declined to give her full name
to protect her identity said from the capital,
Kuala Lumpur.

“It was about wielding his power and con-
trol over me ... I endured it but something died
inside of me.” In more than 50 countries, in-
cluding the United States, Nepal, Britain and
South Africa, it is a crime for a husband to rape
his wife, but this is not the case in most of Asia,
where campaigners are pushing for legal re-
form. Like other forms of domestic violence,
marital rape can lead to trauma, depression,
loss of income due to injuries, loss of work,
poor school performance by children and even
murder.

Although statistics on marital rape are hard
to come by, one third of women who have been
in a relationship say they have experienced

physical or sexual violence at the hands of their
intimate partner, according to the World Health
Organization. A spokesman for Malaysia’s law
minister Liew Vui Keong did not respond to re-
quests for comment. Last year, a deputy minis-
ter in Malaysia’s prime minister’s department,
Mohamed Hanipa Maidin, told parliament that
the government had no plans to make marital
rape a crime as it was hard to prove in court,
according to local media reports.

Neelambika said she
didn’t even consider
going to the police as
they had no powers to
stop the assaults, and
she was keen that the
small community where
her family lived didn’t
find out. She was too
ashamed to confide in
anyone. When she did
stay overnight with friends or family, her hus-
band turned up at her work or parents’ house,
demanding she return home. “He knew I just
wanted a divorce, so he was going to make use
of me during that period,” she said. “He just felt
he had that right - that he was still my husband
and he could do anything he wanted.”

While many Asia-Pacific countries have in-
troduced domestic violence and harassment
laws over the last decade, only 15 out of 39
states in the region have criminalized marital
rape, according to the gender equality agency
UN Women. Many countries do not collect data
on marital rape - not just because it is not a
crime, but also because social pressures mean
it is rarely reported or discussed. Victims of
sexual violence are often blamed and stigma-

tized, said Ingrid
FitzGerald, a regional
gender expert at the
United Nations Popula-
tion Fund (UNFPA),
which promotes sexual
health.

East Timor has Asia’s
highest rate of reported
sexual violence by an
intimate partner, at 40

percent, while Myanmar is among the lowest, at
4 percent, UNFPA said, based on countries
where survey data is available. Women are often
torn between wanting the violence to end by re-
porting it and not wanting the husband and
main breadwinner to be jailed, FitzGerald said.
Their decision depends on how easy and so-

cially acceptable it is to get a divorce and on
women’s financial independence.

“Rape is rape - whether it occurs to a woman
of a particular age, in marriage or a relationship
- it’s still rape,” FitzGerald said. Even where
marital rape laws do exist, police often do not
take women’s complaints seriously and blame
victims, while authorities fail to provide ade-
quate protection, said Melissa Alvarado, a pro-
gram manager at UN Women.

“There is definitely work to be done to cre-
ate that more sensitized and empathic response
for women so they can more boldly tell their
stories,” she said.

No shame
Despite the taboos, positive changes are

happening. In 2017, India’s top court struck
down a decades-old clause in the country’s rape
laws permitting a man to have sex with his wife
if she is aged between 15 to 18 - ruling that it
was rape, and therefore a criminal offence.
Ahead of India’s elections next month, women’s
rights groups have been urging political parties
to include criminalizing marital rape in their
manifestos. Last month, Singapore’s parliament
proposed a bill - backed by the government -
to make marital rape a crime.—Reuters

‘When is it going to stop?’ 
Marital rape victims ask

In US, Nepal, UK, S Africa, it is a crime for a husband to rape his wife

MUMBAI: Transgender mystic Zoya Lobo turns over three oracle
cards, studies them for a minute and looks up. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will definitely win India’s general election this sum-
mer, she proclaims. Clairvoyant Larra Shah also predicts a victory
for Modi owing to his “extremely powerful aura”, but astrologer
Raj Kumar Sharma thinks opposition leader Rahul Gandhi will win
because his party’s moon sign is Virgo.

Vedic astrology is big business in Hindu-majority India and
stargazers are making a host of predictions for the world’s biggest
elections starting next month-their many followers hanging on
every utterance. Some 900 million voters are registered to cast
ballots in the vote in April and May which will see Gandhi’s Con-
gress party seek to dislodge Modi’s Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
from power. Shah, 49, a celebrity holistic healer who practices
tarot reading, says most of them will plump for Modi, himself a
devout Hindu. “When it comes to tarot cards Modi is like the em-
peror or the magician where the power of self-knowledge, of spir-
itual balance, of karma, is in perfection,” she explains to AFP.
“Rahul Gandhi is more like the devil because he’s always confused.
There is a conflict there because he is a Gemini so has a dual per-
sonality,” Shah adds.

Modi, 68, and the right-wing Hindu nationalist BJP swept to
power five years ago by winning 282 out of 543 seats, forming the
country’s first majority government in almost three decades. Shah
expects Modi to be returned, but with a vastly reduced majority.
Pre-election polling suggests an even closer contest, with many
forecasting that neither party will win the 272 seats needed for a

majority. Lobo also has a prediction that hits closer to home for
her-a 35 percent chance that Modi will do something to help
India’s two-million-strong transgender community.

Indians consult soothsayers for advice on a raft of subjects from
whom to marry to whether to buy a house or strike a business deal.
Many businessmen, Bollywood actors and politicians have personal
astrologers scrutinize their stars closely to determine auspicious
days to hold functions, release a movie or make political announce-
ments. For the election, Sharma says the planets are aligning in favor
of Congress-based on the birth dates of the parties and their lead-
ers-and that it will be able to persuade smaller, regional parties to
join them in a coalition. “Congress’s moon sign is Virgo and at pres-
ent a favorable Jupiter Mahadasha (period) is happening for them
while the BJP’s moon sign is Scorpio,” he explains.—AFP 
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ALLAHABAD: An Indian reveler (center) wearing a mask with the picture of Indian
Prime Minister Narendra Modi dances with other as they celebrate the Holi festival
in Allahabad yesterday. — AFP 

SEOUL: More than 800 South Korean couples were livestreamed
having sex in love motels, Seoul police said yesterday in one of the
largest-scale and most intrusive examples yet of the country’s spy-
cam epidemic. The hyper-wired South has been battling the increas-
ingly widespread proliferation of so-called “molka”, or spycam
videos, which largely involve men secretly filming women in schools
and toilets, among other places.

The latest case is unusual for involving couples and the
livestreaming element. According to police, four men installed tiny
cameras - all of them with a lens just one millimeter wide - in 42
rooms in 30 motels, hidden inside hairdryer holders, wall sockets and
digital TV boxes. They then livestreamed the footage 24 hours a day
to a subscription website with some 4,000 members, hosted on a
server overseas. Some viewers also paid a 50,000 won ($44) monthly
supplement for access to “exclusive” content — edited highlights
available on repeat.

More than 800 couples were shown on the site over three months,
mostly having sex, police said. “About 50 percent of the 1,600 victims
are male,” an official from the National Police Agency told AFP. The
gang earned 7 million won from the scheme, he said, adding that two
suspects had been arrested and two more were being investigated.
More than 5,400 were arrested for spycam-related crimes in South
Korea in 2017, but fewer than two percent were jailed. Last year,
Seoul several times witnessed thousands of women protesting against
spycam videos as part of the country’s #MeToo movement. In South
Korea, motels are a relatively affordable option for many travelers
from home and overseas, and a popular destination for couples seek-
ing privacy away from parents or other family members. —AFP
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