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Woman sues 
Harvard University
over ‘slave
ancestor’ pictures
NEW YORK: A US woman who says she is de-
scended from slaves who were photographed in
1850 by a racist Harvard University professor on
Wednesday sued the university over the “ex-
ploitation” of the images of her ancestors.
Tamara Lanier filed suit in the northeastern state
of Massachusetts over the photographs taken in
South Carolina of a slave and his daughter,
known only by their first names: Renty - the pa-
triarch of her family - and Delia.

The images, thought to be the earliest known
photographs of American slaves, are currently in
a museum at the university near Boston. They were
commissioned by Swiss-American Harvard scien-
tist Louis Agassiz, a white supremacist theorist
who also worked on glaciers. Renty and Delia
were forced to pose naked, “without consent, dig-

nity or compensation” as the professor sought to
“‘prove’ black people’s inherent biological inferi-
ority,” Lanier, of Connecticut, said in the suit.

While several US universities have recog-
nized in recent years their ties to slavery, Lanier
accuses Harvard of having “never reckoned with
that grotesque chapter in its history, let alone
atoned for it.” She also accused the university of
working to “sanitize the history of the images
and exploit them for prestige and profit,” and
denounced the use of Renty’s image on a cover
of a $40 anthropology book it published in 2017.

In rejecting Lanier’s claim of lineage and her
attempt to recover the photographs, the suit
claims Harvard is “perpetuating the systematic
subversion of black property rights” and “capi-
talizing on the intentional damage done to black
Americans’ genealogy” through policies such as
forced family separation, the erasure of slaves’
family names, withholding records and criminal-
izing literacy. Lanier is demanding Harvard -
among other things - immediately give up the
pictures to her, acknowledge her lineage and
that “it was complicit in perpetuating and justi-
fying” slavery, and pay unspecified damages.
Harvard refuse to comment on the suit, except
to say that it had not yet been served. —AFP 

Burundi school
girls jailed for
doodling on 
president’s photo
NAIROBI: Three teenage schoolgirls in Burundi
have been sent to prison to await trial for scrib-
bling on a picture of President Pierre Nkurunziza
in textbooks, activists said yesterday. The girls,
aged 15, 16 and 17, face up to five years in prison
for insulting the head of state if found guilty.
Judges said the three girls should be “prosecuted
for contempt of the head of state”, and ordered
them to a juvenile section of a prison in the north
of Burundi at Ngozi to await trial, said FENADEB,
a civil society umbrella group of 48 organizations. 

The trio has been in custody since March 12,
when they were arrested with three other school-
girls and a 13-year old boy. The boy was released
immediately because he was below the age of
criminal responsibility, while the three girls were
released without charge. The girls are accused of

defacing photographs of Nkurunziza in five text-
books belonging to their school, but teachers
pointed out that the books are shared among all
the pupils as there are not enough for everyone to
have their own. A judicial source, who called the
case “very sensitive” and said it was overseen di-
rectly by the Attorney General, reported that the
girls arrived at the prison on Wednesday afternoon.

It was not clear when they might face trial, but the
father of one of the girls said they were already “too
scared to eat”, according to Lewis Mudge, from
Human Rights Watch (HRW). In 2016, several school-
children were handed prison sentences for similar
scribbles on the president’s face, and hundreds of
pupils expelled, sparking an international outcry. Bu-
rundi has been in turmoil since Nkurunziza in April
2015 sought a fiercely-contested third term in office.

The violence has claimed at least 1,200 lives
and displaced more than 400,000 people be-
tween April 2015 and May 2017, according to es-
timates by the International Criminal Court (ICC),
which has opened an investigation. “With so many
real crimes being committed in Burundi, it’s tragic
that children are the ones being prosecuted for
harmless scribbles,” HRW’s Mudge added. “Au-
thorities should focus on holding perpetrators of
serious rights violations to account instead of jail-
ing schoolchildren for doodles.”— AFP 

LONDON: Prime Minister Theresa May yes-
terday faced a backlash after blaming lawmakers
for the Brexit chaos gripping Britain-the very
people she hopes will finally approve her with-
drawal deal. May made a rare address to the
public on Wednesday, putting the onus on MPs
to break the deadlock with just eight days to go
until Britain is officially due to leave the Euro-
pean Union. 

“You the public have had enough. You’re
tired of the infighting. You’re tired of the political
games and the arcane procedural rows,” she
said. “Tired of MPs talking about nothing else
but Brexit. You want this stage of the Brexit
process to be over and done with. I agree. I am
on your side. It is now time for MPs to decide,”
she added.

May is in Brussels to ask for a short extension
to the March 29 deadline, with a third vote on
her unpopular deal expected in parliament next
week. She lost the two previous votes by majori-
ties of 230 and 149, but did little to win over MPs
by portraying them as being against the public.
“Her speech was incendiary and irresponsible,”
said Labor MP Wes Streeting. “If any harm
comes to any of us, she will have to accept her
share of responsibility.” Labor colleague Lisa
Nandy, a Brexit supporter who has previously
suggested she was open to May’s deal, called the
comments “dangerous and reckless”.

‘I could have wept’
Pro-EU backbencher Dominic Grieve led the

Conservative backlash, criticizing a similar
speech made by May in the House of Commons
earlier in the day. The former attorney general is
one of those the premier is trying to win over to
vote for her deal, but said he had “never felt

more ashamed to be a member of the Conserva-
tive party, or to lend her my support.” “When the
prime minister came to despatch box today... I
confessed I think it was the worst moment I have
experienced since I came into the House of
Commons,” he said.

“She spent most of her time castigating the
House for its misconduct and at no stage did she
pause to consider whether it is in fact the way
she is leading this government which might be
contributing to this situation. “I have to say I
could have wept.”

Anand Menon, professor of European poli-
tics at King’s College London, told BBC Radio
London that it was “strange” for May to court
MPs by “abusing them”. Foreign Secretary Je-
remy Hunt defended his leader, telling BBC
Radio 4 yesterday that “no prime minister in re-
cent years has been tested in the way that she
has.” “Let’s not forget the extraordinary pres-
sure she is personally under,” he said.

‘Brexit paralysis’ 
May has not ruled out any outcome, including

leaving with no deal and also cancelling Brexit
altogether, apparently in the hope that hardliners
on both sides will drop their opposition in order
to prevent their worst-case-scenarios from
being realized. But MPs and cabinet members
have instead capitalized on May’s weakness,
with government ministers on both sides threat-
ening mass resignations.

Some pro-EU ministers have said they would
quit if she proceeded with plans to leave without
a deal, forcing May to hold a symbolic parlia-
mentary vote on ruling it out. Brexit-backing
ministers this week threatened to walk out if she
asked the EU for a long delay to the Brexit dead-

line, forcing her to limit her request to Brussels
for an extension until June 30.

Conservative MP Nigel Evans said that if
May couldn’t deliver Brexit on time “she has to
go”, suggesting that MPs were hardening
against May ahead of the possible vote. But min-
isters loyal to the prime minister remained con-

fident that May could still win the day, despite
her personal unpopularity. “Right now the choice
is do we resolve this or do we have Brexit paral-
ysis?” Foreign Secretary Hunt told the BBC. “I
think it’s entirely possible when people look at
the choices... people will say actually what the
country wants is to get on with it.” —AFP 

BRUSSELS: (From left) Luxembourg’s Prime Minister Xavier Bettel, Netherlands’ Prime Minister Mark Rutte,
Belgium’s Prime Minister Charles Michel, President of the European Commission Jean-Claude Juncker and
Britain’s Prime Minister Theresa May talk to each other yesterday in Brussels on the first day of an EU sum-
mit focused on Brexit. — AFP 
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