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The governments of the United States and Kuwait signed
a Letter of Intent on Cybersecurity Cooperation in
September 2018. Today, we discussed further avenues for this
cooperation. Both sides look forward to enhanced collabora-
tion, including joint efforts to fight cybercrime and to further
an open, interoperable, secure, and reliable, cyberspace.

The United States welcomes Kuwait’s decision to join the
24-7 High Tech Crime Network, which facilitates point-to-
point contact for investigations involving electronic evidence
that require urgent assistance from member nation law
enforcement partners.

Trade and investment
On Trade and Investment, increasing trade and investment

ties between Kuwait and the United States have contributed
to the growing prosperity of both countries.

Two-way trade rose to more than $8 billion in 2017.
Bilateral investment positions remain strong. Other coopera-
tive actions underway focus on better managing risks asso-
ciated with travel and the trade in goods, preserving the
integrity of financial transactions and raising the level of
cybersecurity.

During the Strategic Dialogue, both countries pledged to
seek ways to continue reducing barriers to trade and
investment. Growing commercial relations between the
United States and Kuwait complement our close official
bilateral relations.

During the second annual US-Kuwait Economic Forum on
January 14, the US Chamber of Commerce and the Kuwait
Chamber of Commerce and Industry signed a memorandum
of cooperation to foster collaboration between the two.  The
US Chamber of Commerce is preparing to launch a first-ever
US-Kuwait Business Council, to be composed of corporate
members from both countries.

On Tuesday, the US Chamber of Commerce in partnership
with Kuwait Direct Investment Promotion Authority (KDI-
PA) held a roundtable with business leaders to discuss ways
to increase trade and investment between the two countries.

These developments follow important business-to-busi-
ness exchanges during the year, including Kuwait’s strong
participation at the Select USA Investment Summit in
Washington, DC in June 2018, and Kuwait’s successful
Investment Outreach Roadshow in Silicon Valley in
November 2018. Kuwait has been an active long-term
investor in the US, mainly through the Kuwait Investment
Authority where the majority of its investments are allocated
in the US or in US dollars.

The United States recognizes the efforts of Kuwait Direct
Investment Promotion Authority in facilitating investment
procedures in Kuwait.  Kuwait Vision 2035 provides poten-
tial fertile ground for direct investment in Kuwait.

Today, our two sides signed a memorandum of under-
standing between the Kuwait National Fund for Small and
Medium Enterprise Development and the US Department of
Commerce’s International Trade Administration to promote
innovation, entrepreneurship, and small business develop-
ment.  Formalizing this relationship supports Kuwait’s effort
to further develop the private sector and to diversify its
economy. The United States and Kuwait welcome the recent
agreement between Boeing and the Kuwait Direct

Investment Promotion Authority to deploy for the first time
in Kuwait training solutions for the next generation of
Kuwaiti pilots.

On Educational and People-to-People ties, education
remains a solid building block of the US-Kuwait partnership
and a lasting bond between our peoples. Five generations of
Kuwaitis have studied in the United States. Both countries
continue to encourage more Kuwaitis to join the nearly
10,200 Kuwaitis studying for academic credit, and an addi-
tional 2,500 in intensive English language institutes in the
United States. These numbers are expected to rise.

We will continue to cooperate closely to prepare Kuwaiti
students to succeed at quality US educational institutions,
including through enhanced coordination in English lan-
guage teaching and college admissions advising.

In recognition of the unparalleled quality and diversity of
US institutions of higher learning, our two sides will endeav-
or to expand the number of US institutions and fields of
study available to Kuwaiti scholarship recipients, and the
number of universities in Kuwait with US affiliations. We also
will work together to facilitate an increase in the numbers of
US students and scholars studying or conducting research at
universities in Kuwait.

People-to-people connections 
In recognition of the importance of bilateral cooperation

in the field of culture, the two governments signed a
Statement of Intent to work together to enhance cultural
understanding and people-to-people connections between
the United States and Kuwait, in order to support the shared
ideals of tolerance and appreciation for cultural diversity.

As a result of this Statement of Intent, both parties will
encourage partnerships between US and Kuwaiti cultural insti-
tutions, professional exchange programs, a diverse range of cul-
tural programs, and programs that support and engage youth.

During the 2017 Strategic Dialogue, the United States and
Kuwait signed a memorandum of understanding for cooper-
ation in the field of higher education. That agreement has
already resulted in many productive academic and profes-
sional exchanges.

In the next few months, a Fulbright Specialist in student
advising for US college admissions will work with the Kuwaiti
Ministry of Higher Education to ensure that Kuwaiti students
have the most accurate and complete information about US
institutions. The Kuwaiti Ministry of Education and the US
Embassy will also be jointly funding an intensive English
course for Kuwaiti public school teachers in spring 2020.

Finally, the US Embassy will fund a new afterschool
English course for underprivileged students in Kuwait,
beginning in fall 2019. During the dialogue, we also dis-
cussed opportunities for increased collaboration, training,
and exchange between our countries in the fields of educa-
tion and academic research.

The United States and Kuwait welcome the reinvigoration
of the American Kuwaiti Alliance, which works to expand
people-to-people exchanges, increase business, investment
and trade, and foster cross-cultural understanding.

On consular Affairs, Customs, and Border Protection, we
reaffirmed our commitment to the protection of our nationals
in Kuwait and the United States and around the world, solid-

ifying our international obligations to provide consular noti-
fication and access to detained citizens and expanding our
efforts to assist our citizens during crises.

The United States and Kuwait are working to improve our
communication and partnership to prevent and resolve inter-
national parental child abductions according to the laws and
regulations in both countries.  Kuwait and the US affirmed
their intention to establish a mechanism for prisoners’ transfer.

Kuwait’s National Assembly recently ratified our Customs
Mutual Assistance Agreement to improve information shar-
ing, training, and enforcement of our customs and immigra-
tion laws. The entry into force of this agreement marks a sig-
nificant milestone in collaboration on security and trade
facilitation between the two countries.  We welcome the
cooperation agreement signed in September 2018 between
our two governments that set up efforts to prevent the traf-
ficking of nuclear and other radioactive materials, and we
recognize the importance of mutual training and exercises.

Visa reciprocity review
We also completed a comprehensive review of visa reci-

procity to ensure fair treatment of our citizens in both coun-
tries. We also signed an agreement between KGAC and CBP
that will enhance security and protect the international sup-
ply chains through data sharing that will identify high-risk
cargo shipments.

Kuwait and the United States welcomed the recent
resumption of the Kuwait Airways direct flight to New York
City, this was done in coordination between our two govern-
ments. This will have positive effects on all fields including
business and tourism.

The United States and Kuwait look forward to closer col-
laboration between the US Transportation Security
Administration and the Federal Aviation Administration and
the Directorate General of Civil Aviation.  Kuwait reiterated
its interest in becoming a pre-clearance border point to the
United States.

On Health Cooperation, the United States and Kuwait are
strengthening their bilateral relationship in the area of
healthcare and healthcare management. We have begun
negotiations on a memorandum of understanding between
the Kuwait Ministry of Health and the US Department of
Health and Human Services that will identify areas of mutual
collaboration.

Looking ahead, the United States and Kuwait commit to
further increasing cooperation in all of the areas of greatest
practical benefit to our governments and to our peoples, as
we formalized today in the signing of the overarching
Strategic Dialogue agreement. Today, we set a roadmap for
the advancement of our relations in the coming year.

Bilateral working groups will work together to:  facilitate
systems that will defend Kuwait; modernize jointly-used mili-
tary facilities; extend information sharing and cooperation to
thwart acts of terrorism, including the financing of terror;
enhance cybersecurity; expand trade and investment; protect
and enforce the intellectual property rights of Kuwaitis and
Americans; broaden our educational and research linkages;
cooperate to provide high quality, cost-effective health care;
and facilitate travel procedures between our two countries.
We look forward to making progress in these areas when the
Dialogue meets next in the United States.— KUNA

boosting strategic partnership

- Agreement to identify high-risk travelers that threaten both countries’ security
- Agreement to promote innovation, entrepreneurship, and small business development 


