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US grounds Boeing 737 MAX
US pilots reported problems with Boeing 737 MAX
WASHINGTON: The ban on the Boeing 737 MAX
aircraft became worldwide after US President
Donald Trump joined Canada and other countries
in grounding the aircraft, and the black box flight
recorders from the doomed plane were flown to
France for analysis yesterday. US authorities said
that new evidence showed similarities between
Sunday’s deadly crash of an Ethiopian Airlines Boeing 737 MAX 8 and a fatal accident in Indonesia in
October. The weekend crash killed all 157 people
aboard.
The Federal Aviation Administration said
Wednesday that findings from the crash site near
Addis Ababa and “newly refined satellite data”
warranted “further investigation of the possibility
of a shared cause for the two incidents.” An FAA
emergency order grounded 737 MAX 8 and MAX
9 aircraft until further notice. Trump told reporters
at the White House the “safety of the American
people and all peoples is our paramount concern.”
Mexico late Wednesday suspended MAX 8 and
9 operations, after Canada and Chile also joined the
long list of countries to ban the plane from flying
in their airspaces. Many airlines have voluntarily
taken it out of service. Brazil, Costa Rica, Panama
and Colombia followed suit. FAA acting chief
Daniel Elwell said the agency has been “working
tirelessly” to find the cause of the accident but
faced delays because the black box flight data
recorders had been damaged.
The new information shows “the track of that
airplane was close enough to the track of the Lion
Air flight... to warrant the grounding of the airplanes so we could get more information from the

black boxes and determine if there’s a link between
the two, and if there is, find a fix to that link,” Elwell
said on CNBC. Boeing chief Dennis Muilenburg
said he supported the US decision “out of an abundance of caution” but continued to have “full confidence” in the safety of the plane.
The company continues its efforts “to understand the cause of the accidents in partnership with
the investigators, deploy safety enhancements and
help ensure this does not happen again,” Muilenburg said in a statement. Ethiopian Airlines said
yesterday that the black box flight recorders from
the Boeing 737 MAX 8 that crashed have been
flown to Paris for analysis. The accounts of the recent crashes were echoed in concerns registered
by US pilots on how the MAX 8 behaves.
Pilots concerns
At least four American pilots made reports following the Lion Air crash, all complaining the aircraft suddenly pitched downward shortly after
takeoff, according to documents reviewed by AFP
on the Aviation Safety Reporting System, a voluntary incident database maintained by NASA. In two
anonymous reports on flights just after the Lion Air
crash, pilots disconnected the autopilot and corrected the plane’s trajectory. One said the flight
crew reviewed the incident “at length... but can’t
think of any reason the aircraft would pitch nosedown so aggressively.”
It was unclear if US transportation authorities
review the database or investigate the incidents.
However, the FAA said this week it had mandated
that Boeing update its flight software and training

PHOENIX: A group of Southwest Airlines Boeing 737 MAX 8 aircraft sits on the tarmac at Phoenix
Sky Harbor International Airport in Phoenix, Arizona. —AFP
on the aircraft. Questions about the Lion Air crash
have honed in on an automated stall prevention
system, the MCAS, designed to automatically point
the nose of the plane downward if it is in danger of
stalling. According to the flight data recorder, the
pilots of Lion Air Flight 610 struggled to control
the aircraft as the MCAS repeatedly pushed the
plane’s nose down following takeoff.
The Ethiopian Airlines pilots reported similar

difficulties before their aircraft plunged into the
ground as they tried to return to the airport. Boeing
was criticized after the Lion Air crash for allegedly
failing to adequately inform 737 pilots about the
functioning of the stall prevention system.
Ethiopian Airlines CEO Tewolde GebreMariam on
Sunday said the captain on the flight, Yared Mulugeta Getachew, 29, was an experienced aviator
with more than 8,000 flight hours.—AFP

