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Khawaja, bowlers humble India 
Australia ease to a 35-run series clinching win in fifth ODI

NEW DELHI: Australian cricketers poses with the winning trophy after winning the fifth one-day international (ODI) cricket match between India and Australia at the Feroz Shah Kotla Stadium in New Delhi yesterday. — AFP

NEW DELHI: A fluent century by Usman Khawaja
and incisive bowling helped Australia ease to a 35-run
series clinching win in the fifth one-day international
yesterday. Adam Zampa took three wickets to help dis-
miss India for 237 on the last ball of their innings after
Khawaja’s 100 guided the tourists to 272 for nine at
Delhi’s Feroz Shah Kotla ground.

Pat Cummins, Jhye Richardson and Marcus Stoinis
claimed two wickets each to set up Australia’s first win
in a five-match ODI series after being 0-2 down.  But
the left-handed Khawaja stood out for the tourists with
his 100 off 106 deliveries that guided Australia to what
turned out to be a match-winning score.

His scores of 50, 38, 104 and 91 in the previous
matches made him stand tall in the batting chart
between the two teams. The left-right batting pair of
Khawaja and Handscomb stayed firm during a 99-run
stand to lay the foundation of their team’s total after
skipper Aaron Finch was out on 27. 

Khawaja got the second hundred of his ODI career
with a single off Kuldeep Yadav as he waved the bat to
an applauding Australian dressing room. He lost his
wicket in the next over to paceman Bhuvneshwar
Kumar with a drive to cover that was safely caught by
skipper Virat Kohli.

Ravindra Jadeja returned to get the dangerous Glenn

Maxwell for one and Handscomb was caught behind off
Shami as Australia slipped to 182-4.

The Aussies kept losing wickets but Richardson
played a useful cameo of 29 off 21 deliveries before
being run out on the final ball of the 50th over. India
were reduced to 132 for six in their reply but Kedar
Jadhav, who made 44, and Kumar threatened to pull off
the chase during their 91-run stand for the seventh
wicket.

Cummins got Kumar caught and bowled for 46 and
Richardson sent back Jadhav to silence the home
crowd. Earlier Cummins drew first blood after getting
Shikhar Dhawan caught behind for 12 on a pacy away-

going delivery.
But it was Stoinis who got Kohli’s prized scalp after

the star batsman edged a cross-seam delivery to wick-
etkeeper Alex Carey. He was on 20. Spinner Nathan
Lyon and Zampa then combined to get a wicket each
and the hosts slipped to 120 for four midway into the
innings.

Rohit Sharma, who survived a dropped chance on
53, could not capitalise on the spill by Glenn Maxwell
off Zampa as he got out to the same bowler three runs
later. It was India’s final ODI before the World Cup in
England and Wales starting May 30. Australia head to
the UAE to play Pakistan later this month. —AFP

TURIN: Cristiano Ronaldo scored a spectacular
hat-trick to fire Juventus into the Champions
League quarter-finals with a 3-0 win over Atletico
Madrid on Tuesday that saw his side claim a
thrilling tie 3-2 on aggregate. The Portuguese
superstar scored two headers either side of half-
time and a late penalty to clinch a place in Friday’s
last-eight draw with a dominant display by the
Italian champions in Turin.

“It was always going to be a special night and it
was, not only for the goals, but for the team,” said
Ronaldo.  “This is the mentality of champions. This
is why Juve brought me in, to help on magical
nights like this.”

Diego Simeone’s Atletico were a shadow of the
team who had run riot in the first leg in Madrid, and
crashed out of the tournament they had been hop-
ing to win in their own Wanda Metropolitano
Stadium on June 1.  “The lads have shown great
maturity,” said Juventus coach Massimiliano Allegri.

“They interpreted the game at their best, I
have to congratulate them. This is what we want-
ed in the first leg. “Tonight we were lucid, there
was the risk of having a hysterical match, as if
everything had to be done in 10 minutes.”  It is
the eighth time that Ronaldo has scored a hat-
trick in the competition and mirrors his improba-
ble treble which lifted former club Real Madrid
past Wolfsburg in April 2016 with the Spaniards
2-0 down after the first leg.

The Champions League’s record scorer took

his tally in the tournament to 124, with four goals
this season. Juventus signed 34-year-old Ronaldo
last summer from Real Madrid for 100 million
euros ($117 million) in order to make the differ-
ence on the continent for the Italian champions,
who have not won the Champions League since
1996 and have finished runners-up twice in the
past four seasons.

And five-time Ballon d’Or winner Ronaldo
pulled out a spectacular performance as he
spearheaded the attack along with Federico
Bernardeschi and Mario Mandzukic. Allegri’s side
came out firing, dominating the first half with nine
shots on goal compared to three for the
Spaniards. Atletico had an early scare when
Juventus skipper Giorgio Chiellini, making his
500th Juve appearance, had the ball in the back
of the net after four minutes.

But a VAR review confirmed Ronaldo had
fouled goalkeeper Jan Oblak in a scramble in front
of goal before defender Chiellini had finished off.
Defensive specialists Atletico held off the
Juventus pressure until the 27th minute, when
Ronaldo met a pin-point Bernardeschi cross to
head home the opener.

Bernardeschi sent a curling free-kick just wide
minutes later with Ronaldo missing a chance for a
second when he headed wide. A Chiellini header
from a Miralem Pjanic corner was cleared by
Oblak, before Alvaro Morata missed a chance for
an away goal before the break when he shook off

Leonardo Bonucci only to head over. But back
after the break Ronaldo levelled the tie with his
second goal with a move he began from his own
half with a pass to Leonardo Spinazzola down the
left. The ball was worked to Joao Cancelo, who
crossed into the penalty area for Ronaldo, whose
powerful header was pushed out by Oblak but not
before it had crossed over the line.

Teenager Moise Kean missed a chance to put
Juve ahead just after coming off the bench, sending
wide with only the goalkeeper to beat. But the
decisive goal came with four minutes left when
Bernardeschi burst into the penalty area from the
left and was brought down by Angel Correa.

Ronaldo made no mistake from the spot to
score his 25th goal against Atletico, and fourth

hat-trick, to spark pandemonium among the
home crowd. “Juventus played in a similar way to
what we did in the first leg. We struggled and
they deservedly go through to the quarter-
finals,” said Simeone. “I don’t think it was our
worst performance, nor did I see a lack of char-
acter. They simply played better and we have to
congratulate them.” — AFP

Ronaldo lifts Juventus into CL q-finals

TURIN: (From L) Juventus’ Italian forward Federico Bernardeschi, Juventus’ Polish goalkeeper Wojciech Szczesny, Juventus’ Bosnian midfielder Miralem Pjanic,
Juventus’ Italian defender Leonardo Spinazzola, Juventus’ Argentine forward Paulo Dybala, Juventus’ Italian midfielder Hans Nicolussi Caviglia, Juventus’ Italian
defender Daniele Rugani, Juventus’ Italian forward Moise Kean, Juventus’ Portuguese forward Cristiano Ronaldo, Juventus’ Uruguayan midfielder Rodrigo
Bentancur and Juventus’ Italian defender Giorgio Chiellini acknowledge fans as they celebrate at the end of the UEFA Champions League. —AFP


