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Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

UEFA EUROPA LEAGUE
Red Bull Salzburg v SSC Napoli 20:55
beIN SPORTS HD 4
FK Krasnodar v Valencia C.F 20:55
beIN SPORTS HD 2
Dynamo Kyiv v Chelsea FC 20:55
beIN SPORTS HD 1
Internazionale Milano v Eintracht Frankfurt 23:00
beIN SPORTS HD 4
SL Benfica v GNK Dinamo Zagreb 23:00
beIN SPORTS HD 5
Villarreal CF v Zenit St. Petersburg 23:00
beIN SPORTS HD 3
SK Slavia Prague v Sevilla FC 23:00
beIN SPORTS HD 2
Arsenal FC v Stade Rennais 23:00
beIN SPORTS HD 1

Kohlschreiber stuns Djokovic
as Federer, Rafa advance

Osaka finds positives despite Indian Wells upset
INDIAN WELLS: Germany’s Philipp Kohlschreiber
stunned Australian Open champion Novak Djokovic 6-
4, 6-4 on Tuesday, claiming his first career win over a
world No. 1 player to reach the fourth round of the ATP
Indian Wells Masters.

Serbian superstar Djokovic was playing his first
tournament since lifting a record seventh title in
Melbourne, taking his tally of Grand Slam victories to
15. He had won eight of nine prior meetings with
Kohlschreiber, but could find no answer to the 39th-
ranked veteran, who had come up empty in 11 prior
attempts to beat a top-ranked rival.

“It’s a very special moment,” Kohlschreiber said. “Of
course, playing the top guys is always a big pleasure,
but most of the time they beat you.” In match that
resumed after rain stopped play just one game in on
Monday night, Kohlschreiber said the warmer daytime
conditions suited him better, and Djokovic agreed.

“I liked my chances more at night against
Kohlschreiber,” Djokovic said. “Completely different
conditions today: Ball bounces much higher. “Obviously
he uses his spin very well. I wasn’t playing well. One of
those days,” added Djokovic, whose defeat came on a
day the women’s draw lost it’s top two seeds-world
number one Naomi Osaka and number two Simona
Halep. “I congratulate him for playing tactically really
well and getting me out of my comfort zone,” Djokovic
said. “He deserved to win.”

World number two Nadal stayed on track to improve
that number as he swept past Argentine Diego
Schwartzman 6-3, 6-1 to reach the last 16. Nadal took
his record against the world No. 26 to 7-0 in emphatic
style, never facing a break point in a match lasting an
hour and 16 minutes.

“I think I played a very solid match. I did a lot of
things well,” Nadal said. Nadal, a three-time winner of
the Indian Wells title, next faces Serbian qualifier Filip

Krajinovic, who ousted 14th-seeded Russian Daniil
Medvedev 6-3, 6-2.

Fourth-seeded Roger Federer eased through with
a 6-3, 6-4 victory over friend and fellow Swiss Stan
Wawrinka. Federer took his record to 22-3 over
Wawrinka, a former world number three who is
climbing back up the rankings in the wake of double
knee surgery.

“I felt good from the beginning,” said Federer, who is
coming off his 100th career title at Dubai last month.
“For me, the plan worked. I was able to mix up my
game, cover my serve, be dangerous on the return-
maybe take some rhythm away from Stan. Federer next
faces Britain’s Kyle Edmund, who beat Macedonian
qualifier Radu Albot 6-3, 6-3.

Poland’s 67th-ranked Hubert Herkacz upset sixth-
seeded Kei Nishikori of Japan 4-6, 6-4, 6-3 to reach
the last 16 of a Masters 1000 event for the first time. He
will play 19-year-old Canadian Denis Shapovalov, the
24th seed who beat 10th-seeded Croatian Marin Cilic
6-4, 6-2.

Earlier, world number one Naomi Osaka was trying
to find the positives after her Indian Wells WTA title
defense went up in smoke on Tuesday. The US and
Australian Open champion found at least one.

“I didn’t lose in the first round. That’s a plus,” Osaka
said after falling in the fourth round 6-3, 6-1 in just 66
minutes to red-hot Belinda Bencic of Switzerland.
Osaka conceded she didn’t play well, but she didn’t find
the lopsided scoreline depressing because “I tried my
best and I don’t really have any regrets.”

Osaka had won nine straight games at Indian Wells,
but Martina Navratilova in 1990-91 remains the only
women’s repeat winner in the event. Osaka said the first
title defense of her career had brought different chal-
lenges, and she thought she handled them well.

“I think I did well,” she said. “It’s just really exciting

to come out here every day and for everyone to be so
kind. There were so many fans, I think that that’s part of
the experience. Yeah, I think I did well for my first
time.” She said she could see a change in herself since
she arrived unheralded at Indian Wells last year and

walked away with a victory that sparked a stellar 2018
campaign that included a win over Serena Williams in
the US Open final. “One of the biggest things is I want-
ed to be more mature,” she said when asked how she
had changed. — AFP

INDIAN WELLS: Novak Djokovic of Serbia hits a forehand against Philipp Kohlschreiber of Germany during their
men’s singles match on day nine of the BNP Paribas Open at the Indian Wells Tennis Garden on Tuesday in Indian
Wells, California. — AFP

LONDON: Declan Rice’s decision to switch international
allegiance to England was rewarded with his first call-up
to Gareth Southgate’s squad yesterday for Euro 2020
qualifiers against the Czech Republic and Montenegro lat-
er this month.

West Ham midfielder Rice made three international
appearances for the Republic of Ireland, but all of them in
friendly matches meaning he was still eligible for England.
The highly rated 20-year-old was born in London but
qualified for Ireland via paternal grandparents. However,
after much deliberation, he announced last month that he
would play England. His switch was ratified by FIFA last
week. “I think they are really big decisions when you are
asking a player to transfer association. You’ve got to be
very clear that you feel they have a future with you,” said
England manager Southgate.

“That said, there were never any guarantees made to
him because I think that is very important as well. You’ve
got to be playing well to get in the squad, but his form has
been excellent.” Apart from calling up Rice, Southgate
largely stayed loyal to the core of players who helped
England reach the World Cup semi-finals last summer and
have qualified for the inaugural Nations League semi-
finals in June.

Eric Dier, Fabian Delph and Ruben Loftus-Cheek are
included despite limited playing time at Tottenham,
Manchester City and Chelsea respectively. Meanwhile,
Leicester’s James Maddison and in-form Southampton
midfielder James Ward-Prowse missed out.

“You could look at Fabian Delph and say he has not
been playing for Manchester City, but he was our best
player against Croatia (in November) so balancing all that
has been difficult this time,” added Southgate.

“We have qualified for a semi-final in the summer. It
would be strange to make huge changes to that squad, but
we have added another young player in Declan.” Despite

Rice’s change of heart, Southgate also insisted he will not
simply cap players to prevent them switching international
allegiance.

Southampton and England under-21 goalkeeper Angus
Gunn has been courted by Scotland, while promising
Crystal Palace right-back Aaron Wan-Bissaka is of
Congolese descent. “I’m not prepared to pick players just
to stop the possibility of other countries picking them,” he
added. “Aaron Wan-Bissaka is playing very well, and really
pushing to be in our squad. I could pick players give them
a cap and stop them from playing somewhere else but I
don’t think that is right.”

England squad to face the Czech Republic on March
22 and Montenegro on March 25 in Euro 2020 qualifiers:

Goalkeepers
Jack Butland (Stoke City), Jordan Pickford (Everton),

Tom Heaton (Burnley)

Defenders
Trent Alexander-Arnold (Liverpool), Ben Chilwell, Harry

Maguire (both Leicester City), Michael Keane (Everton),
Luke Shaw (Manchester United), John Stones, Kyle Walker
(both Manchester City), Danny Rose, Kieran Trippier (both
Tottenham Hotspur), James Tarkowski (Burnley)

Midfielders
Dele Alli, Eric Dier, (both Tottenham Hotspur), Jordan

Henderson (Liverpool), Ruben Loftus-Cheek, Ross Barkley
(both Chelsea), Declan Rice (West Ham), Fabian Delph
(Manchester City)

Forwards
Marcus Rashford (Manchester United), Jadon Sancho

(Borussia Dortmund/GER), Harry Kane (Tottenham
Hotspur), Callum Wilson (Bournemouth), Raheem Sterling
(Manchester City). — AFP

Rice receives 
England call-up 
for Euro qualifiers

PARIS: Paris Saint-Germain shook off their Champions
League hangover and resumed their canter towards
another French title on Tuesday as they cruised to a 4-
0 win in Dijon. Marquinhos, Kylian Mbappe, Angel Di
Maria and Eric Maxim Choupo-Moting scored PSG’s
goals in their first outing since their disastrous exit from
the Champions League in the last 16 at the hands of
Manchester United last week.

The result left Thomas Tuchel’s team 17 points clear
of Lille in second place, and they still have a game in
hand. With a French Cup semi-final to come next
month, a domestic double remains a possibility, but any
celebrations here were low key for a club whose priori-
ty has long been Europe.

“It was a first step to show that we could react like
champions. It was a good reaction,” said Tuchel. “We
still have objectives and we want to win the league and
the Cup.” The PSG squad had been given three days off
in the wake of their 3-1 home reverse against United,
which eliminated them from the Champions League on
away goals, the third season running in which they have
gone out in the last 16. Their return to training on
Sunday had been marked by tensions between players
and unhappy supporters hurling abuse, and it remains
to be seen what kind of welcome they receive when
they play host to Marseille this weekend.

“I want our supporters to show that we are all
together. That is the only thing to do,” said Tuchel. “One
VAR decision must not change that. The supporters are
disappointed, like us, but now is the time to show we
are together.”

Referring to the Champions League exit, and the
nature of it, the German added: “We must accept that
result was an accident. Stay calm and maintain our con-
fidence in this team.” A Dijon side battling to avoid rel-
egation were the ideal opponents for PSG here, with
the visitors going ahead inside seven minutes when
Marquinhos headed home from a Di Maria corner.

The PSG line-up featured just four changes from last
Wednesday’s Champions League game, with Gianluigi
Buffon and Thilo Kehrer dropping out along with the
banned Dani Alves and injured Julian Draxler.

Mbappe got the second shortly before half-time,
bundling in a Layvin Kurzawa centre from close range
for his 25th league goal of the campaign. The World
Cup-winning striker later hit the woodwork, but that
was after Di Maria had curled in a free-kick five min-
utes into the second half.—AFP

PSG win in first 
outing since 
CL nightmare

CARDIFF: West Ham United’s Irish defender Declan Rice (C) shoots past Cardiff City’s English defender Lee Peltier
(R) but fails to score during the English Premier League football match between between Cardiff City and West
Ham United at Cardiff City Stadium in Cardiff, south Wales on March 9, 2019. — AFP

MANCHESTER: Pep Guardiola says Manchester City
don’t fear any team in the Champions League after they
powered into the quarter-finals with a 7-0 rout of hapless
Schalke on Tuesday. City had snatched two late goals to
win the first leg 3-2 and they made the most of that fight-
back with a ruthless demolition job at the Etihad Stadium
to clinch a 10-2 last-16 aggregate victory. Sergio
Aguero’s penalty opened the scoring in the 35th minute
and the Argentine forward netted again soon afterwards
before Leroy Sane, who also contributed three assists,
struck against his former club. Raheem Sterling, Bernardo
Silva, Phil Foden and Gabriel Jesus all scored after the
interval to complete City’s biggest home win in the
Champions League.

Guardiola’s side, who lifted the League Cup in
February, remain on course for an unprecedented quadru-
ple, sitting one point ahead of Liverpool at the top of the
Premier League before this weekend’s FA Cup quarter-
final at Swansea. “After the first goal we played at a good
level. We were serious and we did the job,” Guardiola said.

“In the last 15 minutes of the first half and in the second
half we were incredible. We were playing quick, dynamic
in the transitions and we scored goals.” This emphatic vic-
tory was the joint-biggest ever Champions League knock-
out stage win but won’t linger long in the memory given
Schalke’s total lack of resistence. 

Twice a Champions League winner as Barcelona boss,
Guardiola claimed this week that City are “teenagers” in
the competition compared to the more established
European powers. They have never won the Champions
League, with their best performance a semi-final appear-
ance in 2016 under Guardiola’s predecessor Manuel
Pellegrini. But City are one of the favourites to claim the
trophy after Real Madrid and Paris Saint Germain crashed
out and, on this evidence, Guardiola’s players are up for
the challenge of showing they are more mature than he
believes. “When I say we are a teenager team it doesn’t
mean we are not going to fight,” Guardiola said. “The
‘teenagers’ have passion and desire, they are not scared.
We are going to try. “I won it twice but I lost seven times.
People say you have to win (the trophy), but in one game
you can lose against these incredible top sides. We will see
how far we will get.”

Amid reports he is in danger of being sacked, Schalke
boss Domenico Tedesco admitted it was the worst result
of his reign. “I’m extremely disappointed. We fell apart. It
was the worst we’ve had here since I was coach,” he said.

“Of course it hurts. It’s difficult when you lose 7-0 to
stand here. The next couple of weeks are going to be diffi-
cult.” Guardiola’s men monopolised possession and their
territorial dominance finally paid off 10 minutes before the
break. Ilkay Gundogan clipped a pass into the Schalke
penalty area and Jeffrey Bruma bundled over Bernardo,
with the spot-kick awarded after being checked by VAR.

Aguero stepped up to nonchalantly chip the penalty
down the middle as Ralf Fahrmann dived the wrong way.
That opened the floodgates as Aguero quickly put the
result beyond doubt three minutes later.

Sterling was the provider as he raced onto Gundogan’s
pass and pulled the ball back to Aguero, who squeezed his
shot past Fahrmann from a tight angle for his 27th goal of
the season. An interminable VAR delay of several minutes

while Sterling was confirmed as onside drew more boos
from City fans. But they were celebrating again in the 42nd
minute. This time it was Sane who ripped open the sham-
bolic Schalke defence, the German winger sent clear on
goal by Oleksandr Zinchenko before driving a clinical
strike into the far corner.

City were streets ahead of Schalke in every phase of
the game and Sterling maintained his sublime form with a
cool finish from Sane’s majestic pass in the 56th minute.
Bernardo made it five in the 71st minute, netting with a
first-time shot from Sane’s pass.—AFP

Rampant Man City 
crush Schalke with 
magnificent seven

MANCHESTER: Manchester City’s Argentinian striker
Sergio Aguero (L) heads towards goal under pressure
from Schalke’s German defender Bastian Oczipka (R) dur-
ing the UEFA Champions League round of 16 second leg
football match between Manchester City and Schalke 04
at the Etihad Stadium in Manchester. — AFP


