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LeBron, Lakers snap skid, Sixers 
win and Nuggets rout T-Wolves 

Blazers end Clippers’ win streak with late surge
CHICAGO: LeBron James had 36 points and 10
rebounds, and the visiting Los Angeles Lakers over-
came their lowest-scoring first quarter of the season to
end a five-game losing streak with a 123-107 win
against the Chicago Bulls on Tuesday. Kentavious
Caldwell-Pope scored 24 points off the bench, Kyle
Kuzma scored 21, Rajon Rondo had 14 points and 10
assists, and JaVale McGee finished with 10 points and
11 rebounds for the Lakers. Robin Lopez scored 20
points, Otto Porter Jr. had 19 points and nine rebounds,
and Kris Dunn finished with 18 points, seven rebounds
and nine assists for Chicago. Ryan Arcidiacono started
in place of leading scorer Zach LaVine (knee) and had
14 points and six assists. The Lakers scored 16 points in
the first quarter, and the Bulls closed with an 11-1 run to
take an 18-point lead into the second quarter. Los
Angeles went ahead for the first time since making the
first basket of the game when Kuzma put in a layup for
a 66-64 lead with 8:48 left in the third quarter.

SPURS 112, MAVERICKS 105
DeMar DeRozan scored 16 of his team-high 33

points in the first quarter and LaMarcus Aldridge had
10 of his 28 in the third to lead visiting San Antonio
past Dallas. Derrick White added 23 points and seven
assists, and Davis Bertans dropped three 3-pointers,
including two big ones in the fourth quarter. San
Antonio ran its win streak to a season-best six games.
Dallas lost for a sixth consecutive game as rookie Luka
Doncic, playing with a sore right knee, was limited to 12
points on 5-of-18 shooting. He was 1 of 7 from deep, a
frustrating 1 of 9 from the free-throw line and commit-
ted nine of the Mavericks’ 14 turnovers. Jalen Brunson
scored a career-high 34 points for Dallas.

BUCKS 130, PELICANS 113
Giannis Antetokounmpo scored 24 points to lead six

Milwaukee scorers in double figures in a win at New
Orleans. Khris Middleton added 23 points, Malcolm
Brogdon scored 18, Eric Bledsoe and former Pelicans
forward Nikola Mirotic had 14 each and Brook Lopez
13. Elfrid Payton had his second consecutive triple-dou-
ble for the Pelicans, who lost their fourth straight, fin-
ishing with 14 points, a career-high 15 rebounds and 11
assists. He is the first New Orleans player to have a
triple-double in consecutive games since Chris Paul did
it in 2008.

76ERS 106, CAVALIERS 99
Ben Simmons had 26 points, 10 rebounds and eight

assists to lead host Philadelphia past Cleveland. Joel
Embiid added 17 points and 19 rebounds for his 50th
double-double of the season. Embiid also blocked four
shots. JJ Redick scored 17 points for the Sixers, who
were without Jimmy Butler as he was held out for a
planned rest day. Collin Sexton paced the Cavaliers
with 26 points while Cedi Osman added 18 and Jordan
Clarkson had 13.

PACERS 103, KNICKS 98
Bojan Bogdanovic scored 24 points as Indiana con-

tinued its home dominance of New York. The Pacers
rebounded from a pair of nationally televised double-
digit defeats at Milwaukee and Philadelphia by beating
the Knicks for the 13th time in their last 14 meetings in
Indianapolis and completing their third season sweep
of New York in the past five seasons. The Knicks’ latest
losing streak is at seven games. New York, which got 21
points from Emmanuel Mudiay, scored fewer than 100
points for the fourth straight game.

NUGGETS 133, TIMBERWOLVES 107
Jamal Murray scored 30 points, Paul Millsap had 23,

and host Denver cruised past Minnesota. Nikola Jokic
had 18 points, eight rebounds and seven assists, and
Monte Morris scored 16 off the bench for the Nuggets,
who recorded a season-high 40 assists. Karl-Anthony
Towns returned after missing one game with a knee
injury, and he provided 34 points and 10 rebounds.
Tyus Jones scored 16 for the short-handed
Timberwolves, who were without Derrick Rose (right
elbow soreness), Jeff Teague (right foot inflammation)
and Andrew Wiggins (thigh).

TRAIL BLAZERS 125, CLIPPERS 104
CJ McCollum scored 23 of his 35 points in the

fourth quarter to lead Port land past  host  Los
Angeles. Damian Lillard registered 20 points and 12
assists as Portland won for the eighth time in the past
11 games. Jusuf Nurkic added 20 points and 12
reboundsfor the Trail  Blazers. Montrezl Harrell
amassed 22 points and 11  rebounds, and Lou
Williams added 18 points for Los Angeles, which had
a five-game winning streak halted. — Reuters

CHICAGO:  Andre Ingram #20 of the Los Angeles Lakers shoots the ball against the Chicago Bulls on Tuesday at the
United Center in Chicago, Illinois. — AFP

NBA results/standings

Eastern Conference
W L PCT GB

x-Milwaukee 51 17 0.750 -
x-Toronto 48 20 0.706 3
Philadelphia 43 25 0.632 8
Indiana 43 25 0.632 8
Boston 41 27 0.603 10
Brooklyn 36 33 0.522 15.5
Detroit 34 32 0.515 16
Miami 31 35 0.470 19
Orlando 31 37 0.456 20
Charlotte 30 37 0.448 20.5
Washington 28 39 0.418 22.5
Atlanta 23 45 0.338 28
Chicago 19 50 0.275 32.5
Cleveland 17 51 0.250 34
New York 13 55 0.191 38

Western Conference
Golden State 45 21 0.682 -
Denver 44 22 0.667 1
Houston 42 25 0.627 3.5
Oklahoma City 41 26 0.612 4.5
Portland 41 26 0.612 4.5
San Antonio 39 29 0.574 7
LA Clippers 39 30 0.565 7.5
Utah 37 29 0.561 8
Sacramento 33 33 0.500 12
Minnesota 32 36 0.471 14
LA Lakers 31 36 0.463 14.5
New Orleans 30 40 0.429 17
Memphis 28 40 0.412 18
Dallas 27 40 0.403 18.5
Phoenix 16 52 0.235 30
x - clinched playoff spot

Indiana 103 New York 98; Philadelphia 106 Cleveland 99; Los Angeles Lakers 123 Chicago 107; Milwaukee 130 New Orleans 113; San
Antonio 112 Dallas 105; Portland 125 Los Angeles Clippers 104; Denver 133 Minnesota 107.

MONTREAL: Carey Price set the Montreal franchise record
for most wins by a goalie, Max Domi scored two goals, and
the host Canadiens defeated the reeling Detroit Red Wings
for the ninth consecutive time, 3-1 on Tuesday. With his 315th
regular-season victory, Price supplanted Jacques Plante for
the team mark. He made 20 saves as the Canadiens complet-
ed a sweep of the four-game season series by a 21-7 aggre-
gate score. Brett Kulak collected the other goal for Montreal
while Tomas Tatar recorded two assists. Andreas Athanasiou
scored the only goal for the Red Wings, who have lost 11 of
their last 12 games (1-8-3). Jonathan Bernier made 33 saves.

FLAMES 9, DEVILS 4
Johnny Gaudreau collected a career-best six points-

including a hat trick-and host Calgary exploded for six
goals in the third period en route to a comeback victory
over New Jersey. Derek Ryan had two goals and an assist,
and Sean Monahan and Elias Lindholm both collected a
goal and three assists for the Flames. Sam Bennett and
Matthew Tkachuk also scored for Calgary. Blake Coleman
produced a goal and an assist for the Devils, who also got
goals from Kyle Palmieri, Kenny Agostino and Travis Zajac.

STARS 2, SABRES 0
Ben Bishop recorded his third consecutive shutout,

Roope Hintz notched his first multiple-goal game, and vis-
iting Dallas beat Buffalo. Bishop made 35 saves to notch
his sixth shutout of the season and the 30th of his career,
running his career record to 12-0-1 against the Sabres. He
has a shutout streak of 204:20, the second-longest stretch
in club history. Ed Belfour went 219:26 without allowing a
goal in the 2000-01 season. The three straight shutouts
ties Bishop with Belfour and Cesare Maniago for the fran-
chise record. Maniago did it in December 1967 with the
then-Minnesota North Stars, and Belfour’s hot stretch was
in November 2000.

PENGUINS 5, CAPITALS 3
Evgeni Malkin had two assists to become the 88th NHL

player to reach 1,000 career points, and Pittsburgh halted
visiting Washington’s seven-game winning streak. Sidney
Crosby scored twice, and Jake Guentzel, Phil Kessel and
Jared McCann tallied once apiece for Pittsburgh, which
has won five of six. Matt Murray stopped 38 shots. Jakub
Vrana scored twice and John Carlson once for the
Capitals, and Braden Holtby made 25 saves. Washington’s
Alex Ovechkin had an assist to reach 1,200 career points.

SHARKS 5, JETS 4
Joe Pavelski scored the go-ahead goal with five sec-

onds remaining in the third period as San Jose won at
Winnipeg for its sixth straight victory. Gustav Nyquist
scored twice to record his 13th career multi-goal perform-
ance, and Marcus Sorensen added a goal and an assist for
the Sharks, who improved to 15-3-1 in their past 19 games.
Joe Thornton had two assists to move past Hall of Famer
Stan Mikita (1,467 assists) for sole possession of 14th
place in NHL history. The 39-year-old Thornton skated in
his 1,554 regular-season game to tie Jarome Iginla for 13th
place on the league’s all-time list.—Reuters

Price becomes 
winningest 
goaltender in
Canadiens history

DILI: Navigating pigs and goats as they practise on a
dusty paddock, a group of young East Timorese are
hoping to copy the fairy-tale rise of Afghanistan by
making it as Asia’s latest emerging cricket nation.

In the impoverished, once war-ravaged country,
which only gained independence from Indonesia in
2002, the manicured pitches of Lord’s are a world away
for aspiring cricketer Juvelino Mique “Micky” Rama
Pinto, 16.

His 14-year-old batting partner, Joana Gonsalves
Borges, has seen cricket on TV and is excited by
“watching big sixes and wickets being taken”. Like
Micky, she wants to play for East Timor. The vision to
turn soccer-obsessed East Timor on to cricket originat-
ed with Mark Young, who played at league level in
Lancashire and Gloucestershire before emigrating to
New Zealand in 1997.

Young and a Pakistani colleague, Muhammad
Tayyeb Javed, argue that East Timor can use cricket as
part of its revival just like Afghanistan, whose players
learned the game in refugee camps but have risen to
the elite Test level.

East Timor, one of the world’s youngest nations, is
still suffering the effects of a violent, decades-long
independence struggle which destroyed infrastructure.
With high levels of poverty, one of the world’s worst
rates of malnourishment and 60 percent of its 1.3 mil-
lion population under the age of 24, there is an urgent
need for new opportunities for young Timorese-includ-
ing, now, cricket.

Management consultant Young and his partner, Lara,
came to East Timor hoping to help the country after
first working in India, where he said “the poverty there
left a big impression on us”.

Through the Volunteer Service Abroad (VSA) aid
agency, Young was placed in East Timor as an advisor
to a government organisation tasked with diversifying
the economy. Walking to work one morning in Dili,
Young noticed a group of youngsters playing cricket
with homemade bats and stumps.

They had been taught the basics by Tayyeb, who
lived in Dili with his Timorese wife Mariana Dias
Ximenes-a marathon runner who represented the
young country at the 2008 Beijing Olympics. 

“I contacted him and we are now working together
to develop cricket in Timor,” Young told AFP. “We now
have over 100 young Timorese playing the game, 40
percent female.” “We have exciting plans to take a rep-
resentative team to Bali in April 2019 and one day be
the newest ICC nation in Asia,” he said.   

“Our inspiration is Afghanistan, another post-conflict
society who only started playing seriously 20 years ago
and are now highly ranked in world cricket, number
eight in Twenty20.”  Every Sunday a group of excited,
grinning teenagers pack the back of a small truck in the
city of Ermera for the one-hour journey to practise at a
makeshift cricket field in Dili, the national capital.

In addition to the scores already playing, Young esti-

mates there would be at least 100 more youths involved
if he had sufficient equipment.  “Cricket is giving the
young Timorese a sense of purpose in a society where
there is much poverty and many people struggle with
day-to-day living,” Young said. 

The group played its first tournament in December
with four teams, and coverage by national media. “They
were interviewed afterwards and felt really special. A
lot of tears of joy and that was a really cool moment,”
Young recounted. 

A national body-Federacao de Criquete East Timor-
has been established with a strategic plan that talks of
“young Timorese people using cricket to grow and fulfil
their potential”. Post-war Afghanistan is mentioned as
an example.

The next step is to raise enough money to send a
team to the upcoming Bali Sixes tournament and to
start a home league of four teams who will play each
other on a regular basis.  William Glenwright, the

International Cricket Council’s general manager of
development, is closely watching the “great strides”
taken in East Timor. 

“Cricket can be a vehicle for change and have a pos-
itive impact on people’s lives,” Glenwright said. “This is
also particularly true in East Timor and we are excited
to see the developments in the coming months.” 

Young is using his contacts in New Zealand and a
public fund-raising campaign to secure equipment and
a portable pitch, which he believes will make a massive
difference to the young players’ skills.

Micky, who lists Virat Kohli and Brett Lee among his
heroes, is already dreaming about playing for East
Timor. “I want to have the opportunity to play for my
country, which would make my country very proud,” he
said. Joana says she doesn’t know much about world
cricket yet but adds: “I like to try to practise most days.
“I’ve never been outside East Timor but I want to play
cricket for East Timor one day.” — AFP

‘Our inspiration is 
Afghanistan’ as East
Timorese hope to 
copy cricket rise 

DILI: This undated handout picture released on March 11, 2019 by the Timor Leste Cricket Association shows local
youth receiving new cricket equipment in Dili, the capital of East Timor. Navigating goats and chickens as they
practise on a dusty pitch, a group of young East Timorese are hoping to copy the fairy-tale rise of Afghanistan by
making it as Asia’s latest emerging cricket nation. —AFP

LAUSANNE: The World Anti-doping Agency said
yesterday it had filed an appeal against a decision to
clear Chinese swimming star Sun Yang of missing an
out of competition doping test. WADA, meeting in
Lausanne, told AFP that it had filed the appeal with
the Court of Arbitration for Sport following a decision
by swimming’s world governing body FINA not to
pursue a case against the multiple world champion.

Sun, who has won Olympic gold in the 200m,
400m and 1,500m freestyle, missed an out-of-com-
petition test on September 4 at his home in China’s
Zhejiang province. “WADA has filed a CAS appeal in

the case of Sun Yang,” a spokesman for the anti-dop-
ing authority said. The swimmer-who was banned for
three months in 2014 for taking a stimulant-was
cleared of wrongdoing by FINA in January, accord-
ing to his lawyers. Sun failed to comply with the test
requirements but a FINA doping panel cleared him of
wrongdoing because testers for IDTM-the body
which conducts tests-had breached several rules.

Those included failing to produce authorisation
letters and a nursing licence, his lawyers said in a
statement. Sun’s lawyers also threatened legal action
against a British newspaper, the Sunday Times, which
claimed Sun clashed with the anti-doping testers and
he and a bodyguard smashed a sealed vial of blood
with a hammer.

Sun is one of China’s greatest-ever athletes and is
hugely popular at home. But his career has been
dogged by controversy over doping suspicions and
he was publicly branded a drug cheat by his
Australian rival Mack Horton at the Rio Olympics in
2016. —AFP

WADA files appeal
against China’s Sun 
Yang doping decision


