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ordan Peele revealed that ‘Us’ had five times
the budget of ‘Get Out’.  The 40-year-old
comedian turned filmmaker says that although
his hit 2017 satirical horror ‘Get Out’ was

made with $5 million, he thought it was “key” to have a
bigger budget for his upcoming psychological fright fest
‘Us’ - which was made with $20 million - as it allowed
him more “freedom”.  Speaking at the SXSW Conference
and Festival, he said: “I had about five times the budget
on this one, which by movie standards is still not that
expensive of a film. That was the key for me. Otherwise, I
may not have had my freedom.” Peele star went on to

explain that although he requested more money for his
forthcoming film, he was careful not to “overreach” as he
“thrives with certain restrictions” and didn’t want the film
to be such a risk producers would “be with my story”.
He said: “As a filmmaker, I also thrive with a certain
restriction. I didn’t want to overreach with the budget
and all of a sudden have a studio being responsible on
me. There’s never been a point where they’ve expressed
anything but wanting to make this. I was like, look, I want
to be able to take my filmmaking up a notch, so I want to
be able to make a bigger budget movie. But I don’t want
to make such a big budget movie that all of a sudden

we’ve crossed this line where the risk means you’re going
to be with my story.”  The horror flick stars Lupita
Nyong’o (Adelaide Wilson) reunited alongside her ‘Black
Panther’ co-star Winston Duke (Gabe Wilson) as they
take their children on vacation to Adelaide’s childhood
home and are tormented by monsters which look exactly
like them.  ‘Us’ will be released on March 22.
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odie Foster and Sir Anthony
Hopkins were “really scared”
of each other when they filmed
‘The Silence of the Lambs’.

The 56-year-old actress played Clarice
Starling in the 1991 psychological thriller;
an FBI student who is forced to interview
convicted cannibal murderer Dr. Hannibal
Lecter (Hopkins) from his cell at a hospital
for the criminally insane to gain informa-
tion about an active serial killer called
Buffalo Bill (Ted Levine) in a bid to end
his murderous rampage. Foster explained
that the pair’s acclaimed interrogation
scenes didn’t take place face-to-face dur-
ing filming as the complicated set design
took 20 minutes to get the British actor in
and out of his prison cell and she admits
her interactions with Hopkins, 81, and his
“disembodied, scary voice” terrified her.
Speaking at the SXSW Conference and
Festival, she said: “The movie didn’t scare
me, but Anthony Hopkins scared me.
You’ll notice, if you look at the movie

again ... instead of the person looking at
the person off-screen, that the actors are
actually looking down the lens.  “And that
means I am there, but way behind the
camera and I’m just a voice, he can’t see
me. And the same is true on my side. So
when I’m doing scenes with Dr. Lecter, I
just hear this disembodied, scary voice,
but I don’t actually see his face. I have to
look into the camera and pretend that he’s
in the camera.” “The last day of shooting,
we were having lunch, I was having my
tuna fish sandwich and he’s next to me,
and I said to him like, ‘I was really scared
of you,’ because I never talked to him the
whole movie, and he was like, ‘I was really
scared of you!’ “ Foster’s performance
earned her the Best Actress Oscar,
Hopkins’ turn as Lecter landed him the
Best Actor Oscar and the movie won a
further three Academy Awards; Best
Picture, Best Adapted Screenplay and
Best Director for Jonathan Demme.
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ritney Spears is heading to
Broadway, the singer
announced Tuesday, in the
form of a fairytale jukebox

musical with a feminist bent set to the pop
star’s hits. “Once Upon a One More Time”
begins previews and then a limited run in
Chicago from October 29 before setting
its sights on New York. “I’m so excited to
have a musical with my songs-especially
one that takes place in such a magical
world filled with characters that I grew up
on, who I love and adore,” Spears, 37, said
in a statement. “This is a dream come true
for me!” It will fill the slot in Chicago that
had been slated to host “Don’t Stop ‘Til
You Get Enough” about Michael Jackson,
a musical whose tryout was canceled over
“scheduling difficulties” linked to a labor
dispute with actors, according to its pro-
ducers. The cancellation came just prior
to an HBO documentary however that
detailed pedophilia allegations against
Jackson. Producers say they are hoping to

take the musical straight to Broadway in
2020. In the meantime, the Britney show
will see a “rogue fairy godmother”
enlighten its protagonists on progressive
views on the notion of happily ever after.
The title of the show references “...Baby
One More Time,” the 1998 breakout single
for Spears, who went on to become one of
the best-selling pop artists in history.  A
statement explaining the show on Spears’
website invoked Betty Friedan’s manifesto
credited with ushering in second-wave
feminism in the United States. “Once
Upon A Time... Cinderella, Snow White,
and the other fairytale princesses gather
for their book club, when-oh, baby baby!
— a rogue fairy godmother drops The
Feminine Mystique into their corseted
laps, spurring a royal revelation,” it read.
“Could there really be more to life than
bird-made dresses and true love’s kiss?”

Laughter can bring
attention to global

refugee crisis, 
US comic says

ost people wouldn’t consider the global
refugee crisis a laughing matter, but
American comic actor Ben Stiller says
humor can help draw people’s attention

to it. Humor can help tell the stories of the more
than 25 million refugees around the world, said the
actor in an interview with the Thomson Reuters
Foundation on Tuesday. “I do think you can reach a

lot more people that way,” said Stiller, who recently
returned from a visit with Syrian refugees in his role
as a goodwill ambassador for the United Nations’
refugee agency (UNHCR). He has held the role
since last year. “I don’t want to get people
depressed. I want people to see that these are
human beings,” he said. “Humor’s an important part
of it.” People might shut out the refugee issue
because it is overwhelming but humor can capture
their attention, Stiller said. “I’m trying to find that,”
he said. “It’s interesting to try to find humorous
ways to tell the story.” Stiller, 53, an actor, producer
and director known for such films as “Zoolander,”
“Meet the Fockers” and “There’s Something About
Mary,” visited Syrian refugees in Lebanon.
Photographs and videos from his trip, posted on
Twitter, show him visiting students in an art class
and playing soccer with refugee children. “The
memories I take back from these trips are of laugh-
ing with the kids and families,” Stiller said. “We’re
finding things in common and laughing about things
that are funny, and humor is a part of life.” Using
humor to talk about refugees does pose a challenge,
he added. “You don’t want to in any way make it
seem trivial or make fun of it.” But a little humor can
help in grim situations like those facing refugees, he
said. “People I find have really wonderful resilient
attitudes towards their experiences, and the ones
who find the humor in it are able to find a way to
survive.” More than 5.6 million people have fled
Syria since 2011, when civil war erupted, according
to UNHCR. More than a million of them live in
neighboring Lebanon, most in poverty. Stiller, a
New York native, said he would like to see
Americans be less fearful and more welcoming of
refugees, more supportive of countries hosting
refugees and open to more resettlement in the
United States. He also has visited refugees in Jordan
and in Guatemala with UNHCR. “I walk away feel-
ing it is important to get the word out about what
these people are going through,” Stiller said.
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hristopher Nolan’s ‘Dark Knight’ trilogy will return to
theatres to celebrate Batman’s 80th birthday. Warner
Bros announced on Tuesday that ‘Batman Begins’,
‘The Dark Knight’ and ‘The Dark Knight Rises’ -

which starred Christian Bale as the titular hero - will return in
IMAX 70mm this month for a limited run back-to-back on
March 30 at Universal Cinema AMC at CityWalk in Hollywood.
The 48-year-old filmmaker will take to the stage for a Q&A in
between the last two movies which will be taped and shown at
other screenings at New York’s AMC Lincoln Square and San
Francisco’s AMC Metreon, Toronto’s Cinesphere Ontario Place
and the Indiana State Museum’s IMAX Theatre in Indianapolis.
Warner’s President of Domestic Distribution Jeff Goldstein said
in a statement: “Christopher Nolan broke new ground with the
‘Dark Knight’ trilogy, and this is a rare chance for today’s audi-
ences to experience these extraordinary films as they were
meant to be seen. To have the added privilege of hearing Chris’
insights firsthand makes this a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity.”
The Batman character was created by artist Bob Kane and
writer Bill Finger and made his first appearance in Detective
Comics issue #27 in 1939.  Nolan previously admitted that he

felt perfectly suited to the ‘Batman’ franchise more than any oth-
er comic book movie because Bruce Wayne became The Caped
Crusader with no actual powers other than a desire to protect
his home Gotham City and somehow make amends for his par-
ents murder at the hands of a mugger. Asked about his experi-
ences of working on Batman, he previously confessed: “It’s a
superhero, but it’s based on ideas of guilt, fear, these strong
impulses that the character has. Bruce Wayne doesn’t have any
super powers other than extraordinary wealth.  “But really, he’s
just someone who does a lot of push-ups. In that sense, he’s very
relatable and human. I think that’s why I gravitated towards it.”
Revealing why he wanted to focus on the villains in the sequels,
he added: “I hadn’t planned on doing a sequel. So shifting genres
and the nature of the antagonist felt the way to take the audience
on a journey and tell them something different about Bruce
Wayne.” The late Heath Ledger played the Joker in second film
‘The Dark Knight’ and his performance earned him a posthu-
mous Best Supporting Actor Oscar following his tragic death in
January 2008 at the age of 28.
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ames Bond will drive an eco-friendly car in
next installment of the franchise. Director Cary
Fukunaga is reportedly planning to put the
suave spy - who will again be played by Daniel

Craig - behind the wheel of the limited-edition £250,000
Aston Martin Rapide E, the manufacturer’s first electric
vehicle, of which just 155 will be made. A source told The
Sun newspaper: “The decision was spearheaded by the
film’s new director, who’s a total tree-hugger. “He is work-
ing directly with Aston Martin to get one of their electric
cars ready for its big close-up.” The new car will be at the
heart of an “incredible” action sequence within the film,
which is believed to have the working title ‘Shatterhand’,
and will boast a number of “high-tech” features. The
insider added: “It’s going to be the center of an incredible
action sequence in the movie. James Bond is known for
driving amazing cars and this one won’t disappoint either.
“It’s going to have all the high-tech gadgets. To be clear,
this is something Cary pushed for and Daniel and the pro-
ducers are going along with. “Everybody is afraid of Bond
getting labelled ‘too PC’ but they all felt the time was right
to put him in a zero emission vehicle.” Cary took over as
director on ‘Bond 25’ after Danny Boyle walked away last
year due to “creative differences”. And it was recently

claimed the ‘Trainspotting’ filmmaker quit because pro-
ducer Barbara Broccoli refused to let him go ahead with a
plan to have the spy die in the arms of returning Bond girl
Lea Seydoux. A source said recently: “Boyle thought that
killing 007 would be a brilliant way to pave to introduce a
new Bond. “When the dust settled there was push back
from Barbara and Daniel. The feeling was that the audi-
ence should be left guessing as to the plight of their man.”
Filming is scheduled to begin on the movie next month.

B

J

C

M

J

James Bond to drive eco-friendly car 
scar Isaac wants to film a
movie in Spanish. The ‘Triple
Frontier’ star is keen to make a
movie in his native tongue, fol-

lowing the success of ‘Roma’ during the
recent awards season as it is also filmed
entirely in the Spanish language. He said:
“I hope to make a whole movie in
Spanish.” And like ‘Roma’ found its home
on streaming service Netflix, Isaac has
praised these sites for being a platform for
films that wouldn’t be traditionally
financed in the cinema.  He added: “I got
to see ‘Triple Frontier’ on a big screen
with an incredible sound system and that
was really amazing to see, but, you know,
we are living in a very transitional time. I
think that regardless of the debate ...
there’s a lot more opportunities to do dif-
ferent kinds of movies and movies that
often wouldn’t get financed theatrically.”
Isaac previously insisted there is an “issue
of representation” in Hollywood and he

thinks that more needs to be done in
order to challenge the lack of diversity in
the movie industry. He explained: “I think
it really needs to start more with the writ-
ers and directors. They’re the ones that
write the stories. I don’t think the reasons
actors are interesting is for their repre-
sentational qualities; it’s for their transfor-
mative ones. That’s where the magic trick
is, where the craft is ... It’s so messed up
what happens, how people who don’t look
like the stereotypical white American get
marginalised. It’s the corporate entities
and the studio entities that allow this to
happen, who have ideas about what the
lead needs to look like. Time and again,
those things are disproven. So  yeah,
you’ve got to make them put more diver-
sity in there. You have to knock it into
their brains that it’s a better business
move to do that.” — Bang Showbiz
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