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News in brief

33 Boko Haram ‘terrorists’ killed 

NIAMEY:  Niger said yesterday it had killed 33 Boko
Haram “terrorists” and seized vehicles and weapons in an
operation in the Lake Chad region in the country’s south-
east. “Offensive actions carried out on Tuesday inflicted
heavy losses on the enemy,” a defense ministry statement
read on state television said. “Thirty-three terrorists (were)
killed” while there were no losses on the army’s side, it said.
An “armored vehicle” was destroyed, while two other vehi-
cles, two motorcycles, a 120-millimetre mortar, 10 AK-47
assault rifles, two 60mm shells and 3,736 rounds of all cal-
ibers were seized, it said. The operation began on Saturday,
it said-a day after seven police and 38 jihadists were killed
near Gueskerou in the southeastern region of Diffa,
according to a government toll.  —AFP 

Malaysia shuts 34 schools 

KUALA LUMPUR: Malaysia has closed 34 schools after
hundreds of people fell ill when toxic waste was dumped
into a river, the education minister said yesterday, warning
the situation was getting worse. A lorry is believed to have
dumped the waste in southern Johor state last week, sending
toxic fumes across a wide area and causing those affected to
display symptoms of poisoning such as nausea and vomiting.
About 300 people, many of them children, received medical
treatment after inhaling the fumes and scores have been
admitted to hospital, according to official news agency
Bernama.  Reports said it was unclear what type of poison-
ous gas had been emitted near the industrial town of Pasir
Gudang. Education Minister Maszlee Malik said he visited
the area and saw scores of students being brought by
ambulance to a makeshift emergency centre. —AFP 

Turning competition into rivalry

BEIJING: China yesterday urged the European Union not to
turn “beneficial competition” between the two partners into a
“rivalry” after Brussels outlined a shift to more assertive rela-
tions with Beijing. Top European policymakers on Tuesday
released a 10-point plan for addressing relations with Beijing
as fears grow about Chinese investment and influence on
critical infrastructure, including new communication technol-
ogy. China is both a cooperative partner and an “economic
competitor in pursuit of technological leadership, and a sys-
temic rival promoting alternative models of governance,” the
EU said, outlining its plan. Yesterday, China’s foreign ministry
spokesman Lu Kang responded, saying: “In the era of global-
ization, benign competition will exist between different eco-
nomic systems. “We don’t want competition to turn into a
rivalry type of competition.” —AFP 

Migrants kidnapped in Mexico

MEXICO CITY: Nineteen passengers who were kid-
napped from a bus last week in northern Mexico were
migrants, President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador said
Tuesday, as investigators worked through the murky details
of the case. The men were crossing the violent state of
Tamaulipas, on the US-Mexican border, on Thursday when
four vehicles blocked the road and forced their bus to stop,
according to authorities. Armed men then boarded the
coach and kidnapped 19 passengers whose names they
had on a list. “I can confirm that they were migrants,”
Lopez Obrador said, referring to the abducted men, with-
out specifying their nationalities. The bus was traveling
from the port of Tampico to Reynosa, a border city across
from McAllen, Texas. Although the bus driver told authori-
ties that 19 passengers were kidnapped, investigation
sources have indicated the real number of victims could be
as high as 25. —AFP 

Indian women claim inheritance

NEW DELHI: Rising property prices in parts of India have
helped achieve what women’s rights groups have tried and
failed to do for decades - get more women to claim their
inheritance. A 2005 law gave Hindu women across India
equal inheritance rights but few have made claims because
they are unaware of the law, or have been forced to give up
their claims by male family members, according to analysts.
But an increase in property prices near the Indian capital,
New Delhi, has pushed more women in Haryana state to
claim their share, gender and land rights experts said on
Wednesday. “Despite laws that give rights of inheritance to
women, low levels of education and a strong patriarchal
tradition can rob women of these rights,” said Prem
Chowdhry, a gender expert who has researched women’s
inheritance in Haryana. “But because prices of land have
sky-rocketed in these areas, women are being pushed by
their husbands or fathers-in-law to claim their share of the
family property, or at least be compensated in some way
for it,” she said on the sidelines of a land conference in
New Delhi. Property prices in the three Haryana cities that
are closest to Delhi have risen by more than half in the past
decade as more migrants flocked to the capital and trans-
port links improved, according to Anarock, an Indian prop-
erty consultant. —Reuters

MAPUTO: At  least  115 people  were k i l led in
Mozambique, Malawi and South Africa after heavy
rains affected 843,000 people across southeast
Africa, officials and the UN said, prompting calls for
emergency aid. At least 66 people have been killed
in Mozambique, 45 in Malawi and four in South
Africa following torrential rains that have triggered
flash floods.

Mozambique cabinet  spokeswoman Ana
Comoana said the “government has decreed a red
alert due to the continuing rains and the approach
of the tropical cyclone Idai, expected to reach the

country between Thursday to Friday”. She spoke to
reporters late Tuesday after a cabinet meeting in
Maputo to discuss the emergency.

The floods in Mozambique, one of Africa’s poor-
est countries, have already destroyed 5,756 homes,
affecting 15,467 households and 141,325 people. In
neighboring Malawi, floods have left over 230,000
people  without  she l ter  and af fected around
739,000 people, according to the UN. Malawi’s
Meteorological Department has warned of more
rains and flooding in the country’s south between
Thursday and Sunday. In Mozambique, 111 people

have been injured, 18 hospitals destroyed, 938
classrooms destroyed and 9,763 students affected.

More than 168,000 hectares (415,000 acres) of
crops were destroyed, the government spokes-
woman added. Authorities there have ordered the
compulsory evacuation of people living in flood-
prone areas. “Sixteen accommodation centers have
been opened in the provinces of Zambezia and
Tete to accommodate the displaced,” Comoana
said. “The government needs 1.1 billion meticais
($16 million) to assist 80,000 families affected by
the rains”.

Mozambique is prone to extreme weather events.
Floods in 2000 claimed at least 800 lives while
more than 100 were k i l led in  2015. “Tropica l
Cyclone Idai, which formed over the Northern
Mozambique Channel on March 9, is expected to
make landfall near Beira (eastern Mozambique) on
March 14 or 15,”  said the UN’s Off ice for  the
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs. “The cyclone
was located over the Mozambique Channel on
March 12 and is expected to strengthen into intense
tropical cyclone status (Category 4 equivalent)
again prior to making landfall.” —AFP

At least 66 killed in Mozambique; 45 die in Malawi

Floods in southern Africa kill 115;
843,000 affected across southeast

California on 
frontline in 2020
presidential battle 
LOS ANGELES: California has been a
thorn in President Donald Trump’s side
ever since he took office, challenging
him at every turn. The liberal-leaning
and most populous state in America
never seems to tire from filing lawsuits
against his policies, whether on immi-
gration, climate issues or abortion.

Now, it is gearing up to play an even
bigger role in the 2020 general election
by moving up its primary vote to March
3, the earliest date possible. Previously,
the delegate-rich state was all but an
afterthought in presidential primaries.
This is because by the time its June pri-
mary vote took place, the nominations
for either party-Republican and
Democrat-were all but locked in.

“I think those that made the deci-
sion in California to shift the date saw
that as a way of elevating the state that
had been upfront about its resistance
to some of the things the Trump
administration is pursuing,” said Josh
Putnam, lecturer in the Department of
Public and International Affairs at the
University of  North Carol ina-
Wilmington. 

“This will put California voters in a
position of standing up to the Trump
administration early on, at least in
choosing who may face off against him
in the November 2020 general elec-
tions.” The new date puts California on
equal footing with other states that
hold their presidential primary on what
is known as Super Tuesday. 

Impact Latino vote 
And given that California has an

early voting system, ballots will start
being mailed to voters 30 days before
the primary, which coincides with the
all-important caucuses in Iowa, the
state that votes first in the nominating
process. “In the past , by the t ime
Californians voted in the primaries,
the nominee was a lmost  certain ly
identified and that won’t be the case
in the 2020 election,” said Sonja Diaz,
founding director of the Latino Policy
and Pol i t ics  In i t ia t ive  a t  the
University of California, Los Angeles. 

“With a push up of the California
primary earlier in the cycle, you get a
ton of delegate votes and that will cer-
tainly sway who the Democratic nomi-
nee is,” she added. Eight other states,
including Texas-the second most pop-
ulous state-will be holding primaries
on the same day as California, with the
results setting the tone for who might
win the nomination at the national
conventions and who might flop.

Experts say the calendar change in
California could play in favor of any
Democratic nominees from the state,
giving them more visibility early on in
the campaign. So far, Senator Kamala
Harris, a staunch Trump opponent, is
the  on ly  homegrown Democrat ic
presidential contender. Putnam cau-
tioned, however, that any advantage
for California-based candidates might
be limited as victory hinges on them
doing well in four other early-voting
states-Iowa, New Hampshire, Nevada
and South Carolina.

“When California has moved up
the primary like this in the past, it has
tended to amplify the result coming
out of those early states,” he said. “I

strongly suspect that that’s going to
be the case this time. Diaz said the
calendar change in California will also
impact the vote of minorities in the
state, notably the Latino vote. “The
Latino vote and the Latino electorate
is poised to be critical for any suc-
cessful candidate on the Democratic
side,” she said. “We saw in the 2018
mid-term elections, the Latino elec-
torate increased the ballots cast from
2014 to 2018 in remarkable numbers
across the country.”

‘What America is becoming’ 
Also adding to California’s allure,

especially for Democrats, is the fact
that the state, which boasts at hav-
ing the fifth largest economy in the
world, is home to some of the coun-
try’s most prolif ic donors and has
positioned itself as one of the presi-
d e n t ’s  m o s t  f e r ve n t  o p p o n e n t s .
“A l t h o u g h  Tr u m p  c o m e s  h e r e  t o
raise money from some very wealthy
donors from the Republican Party,
he also sees California as an exam-
p l e  o f  wh a t  A m e r i c a  s h o u l d  n o t
be,” Diaz said. “And I think that he
does that because of the fear that
that  is  precise ly what  America is
becoming.” —AFP

WASHINGTON: US Senate Minority Leader Sen Chuck Schumer (D-NY) holds up a
copy of US President Donald Trump’s FY2020 budget request during a news
briefing after the weekly Senate Democratic policy luncheon at the US. —AFP

Nations grounding 
their Boeing 737s 
PARIS:  A number of  countr ies have
grounded Boeing’s 737 MAX 8 medium-
haul workhorse jet in response to the
Ethiopian Airlines crash that killed all
157 people on board. The Nairobi-
bound plane was the same type as the
Indonesian Lion Air jet that crashed in
October, ki l l ing 189 passengers and
crew-and some officials have detected
similarities between the two accidents.
There are some 350 of the 737 MAX 8
planes currently in service around the
world. 

While some countries and airlines
have opted to ground the planes, others
are continuing to fly the aircraft pending
an investigation into the crash and pos-
sible  guidance from Boeing i tse l f .
Boeing, which has sent experts to assist
in the Ethiopia probe, says safety is its
“number one priority”. Countries that
have grounded 737 MAX 8s -
Singapore: 

S ingapore ’s  aviat ion regulator
Tuesday completely banned the use of
Boeing 737 MAX aircraft in the coun-
try ’s  a i rspace. The Civ i l  Aviat ion
Authority of Singapore (CAAS) said it
was “temporarily suspending operation
of all variants of the Boeing 737 MAX
aircraft into and out of Singapore” in
light of the two recent accidents.

China
Beijing Monday ordered domestic

airl ines to suspend operation of the
Boeing 737 MAX 8, c i t ing the two
crashes. Noting “similarities” between
the two incidents, China’s Civil Aviation
Administration said operation of the
model would only resume after “con-
firming the relevant measures to effec-
tively ensure flight safety”. China is a
hugely important market for the US air-
craft company, accounting for about
one-fifth of worldwide deliveries of
Boeing 737 MAX models.

Indonesia
Indonesia said it was grounding its 11

jets of the 737 MAX 8 type. Inspections
of the aircraft would start Tuesday and
the planes would remain grounded until
they were cleared by safety regulators,
Director  Genera l  of  Air  Transport
Polana Pramesti told reporters.

South Korea
South Korea’s transport ministry said

Tuesday it had advised Eastar Jet, the
nation’s only airline to operate Boeing
737 MAX 8s, to ground its two planes.
The budget airline had agreed to suspend
its use of the aircraft starting Wednesday,
it added.

Mongolia:
The Mongolian Civi l  Aviation

Authority said on Facebook it  had
ordered the state carrier MIAT
Mongolian Airlines to ground the sole
Boeing 737 MAX 8 aircraft in its fleet.

Australia
Australia on Tuesday barred Boeing

737 MAX planes from its airspace. Fiji
Airways is the only 737 MAX operator
affected by the Australian ban, according
to Austral ia’s Civi l  Aviation Safety
Authority, as Singapore-based SilkAir’s
planes were already covered by a ban
imposed by the city-state.

Ethiopian Airlines
Ethiopian Airlines said Monday it had

grounded its Boeing 737 MAX 8 fleet
“until further notice”. “Although we don’t
yet know the cause of the accident, we
have to decide to ground the particular
fleet as an extra safety precaution,” said
the state-owned carrier, Africa’s largest.

Comair
South African airline Comair said it

had “decided to remove its 737 MAX
from its flight schedule”.

Cayman Airways
Cayman Airways CEO Fabian Whorms

said it would suspend flights for its two
737 MAX 8 planes “until more informa-
tion is received”.

Gol Airlines
Brazil’s Gol Airlines said it was tem-

porarily suspending its commercial oper-
ations with the plane.

Aeromexico
Aeromexico, which has six 737 MAX

8s in its fleet, announced that it was
grounding the aircraft.

Aerolineas Argentinas
Argentina’s flagship carrier said late

Monday that it had suspended the opera-
tion of its five 737 MAX 8s pending the
result of investigations into the crash of

the Ethiopian Airlines plane. Earlier its
pilots had refused to fly the jet.

Countries still flying jets - US
Boeing, which has sent experts to

assist in the Ethiopia probe, said safety is
its “number one priority”. “The investiga-
tion is in its early stages, but at this point,
based on the information available, we do
not have any basis to issue new guidance
to operators,” the US manufacturer said
in a statement. The US Federal Aviation
Administration said it would take “imme-
diate” action if there were safety con-
cerns.  Southwest Airlines, which oper-
ates 34 of the 737 MAX 8 planes, said:
“We remain confident in the safety and
airworthiness of our fleet of more than
750 Boeing aircraft .” A person with
knowledge of the matter told AFP that
American Airlines planned to continue
operating its two dozen 737 MAX 8s. 

Russia
Russian airline S7 said it was closely

following the crash investigation and was
in contact with Boeing, but had received
no instructions to stop flying the 737
MAX 8.

Turkey
The CEO of Turkish Airlines, which

flies 11 Boeing 737 MAX 8 aircraft, said
in a tweet that the carrier would fly the
planes as scheduled, adding that the air-
line was in touch with Boeing and that
passenger security was paramount.

Italy
Air Italy said it would follow all direc-

tives “to ensure the maximum level of safety
and security”. In the meantime, the planes
remained in the air.

Iceland
Icelandair operates three Boeing 737

MAX 8. Its operations chief told
Frettabladid newspaper it would be “pre-
mature” to link the crashes in Ethiopia and
Indonesia together.  This could change
depending on the outcome of an ongoing
probe but “for now, there is no reason to
fear these machines”.  

Norway
Norwegian Air Shuttle, which operates

18 Boeing 737 MAX 8 aircraft, said it would
keep them in the air.

Dubai
Airline Flydubai said it was “monitoring

the situation” and it was “confident in the
airworthiness of our fleet”.

Oman
Oman Air said it was in contact with Boeing

“to understand if there are any implications for
other airlines operating the same model”.

India
India’s aviation regulator said Monday

that it had imposed additional “interim”
safety requirements for ground engineers
and crew for the aircraft, but stopped short
of ordering their grounding.  —AFP

FARNBOROUGH: Visitors watch as a Boeing 737 Max lands after an air display
during the Farnborough Airshow, south west of London. —AFP


