
JERUSALEM: Israel’s army said yesterday it has
uncovered a unit created by Hezbollah across the
ceasefire line in the Syrian Golan Heights and led by a
commander previously jailed over an attack on US
forces. With President Bashar Al-Assad regaining con-
trol of southern Syria with the help of Russia and
Hezbollah backer Iran, Israel is concerned a front
against it could be established there. Hezbollah, based
in neighboring Lebanon, has also been supporting
Assad in Syria’s civil war. 

The Shiite group is among Israel’s main enemies and
the two fought a war in 2006. Israel said the new unit
had been established without Assad’s knowledge, and
some Israeli media reported that part of the aim in pub-
licizing it was in hopes Syria and Russia would move to
stop it. It alleged the new unit, “masterminded” by
Hezbollah, had been set up “to eventually control teams
of Syrian operatives who will launch attacks against
Israel”. “We are not going to allow Hezbollah to estab-
lish a terror infrastructure on the Golan capable of
striking Israeli civilians,” said Lieutenant Colonel
Jonathan Conricus, Israeli military spokesman. “We

hold the Syrian regime responsible for anything that
happens inside Syria aimed at Israel.”

The army said the unit was in the establishment and
recruitment stage and was not yet operational.
Hezbollah began establishing it in the summer of 2018,

it said. It said it is led by Hezbollah commander Ali
Musa Daqduq. In 2012, Daqduq was released by Iraq
due to lack of evidence after being accused of plotting
to kill five US soldiers in the Iraqi city of Karbala.

Daqduq was captured in 2007 on suspicion he had
helped organize an attack that led to the deaths of the
five soldiers. He was held by American troops until he
was handed over to Iraqi officials in December 2011.

‘Now and forever’
Israel says a previous such unit was established in

the Syrian Golan under the command of Samir Kantar
and Jihad Mughniyeh. Kantar was killed in a 2015 air
strike in Damascus blamed on Israel. Mughniyeh was
also killed in an air raid attributed to Israel earlier
that year.

According to Israel’s military, the new unit was seek-
ing to revive infrastructure left behind by the former
one. “The field operatives who fill the ranks of the net-
work and act exclusively in Syria are composed of vari-
ous groups and networks who previously took part in
terrorist activity in the Golan Heights under the notori-
ous network of Kantar and Mughniyeh,” the army said.
Some have had training in sabotage, sharpshooting and
firing Grad rockets, it said in a statement.

Syria, Hezbollah and Iran had not responded to

Israel’s allegations. The suspected unit is a part of a
complex series of challenges Israel says it is facing in
war-torn Syria. It has pledged to stop its main enemy
Iran from entrenching itself militarily there, carrying out
hundreds of air strikes against what it says are Iranian
and Hezbollah targets in Syria. With elections
approaching in Israel on April 9, some suggested
Wednesday’s announcement may have had political
motivations since it could help burnish Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu’s security credentials.

Foreign Minister Israel Katz dismissed such sug-
gestions. The announcement also comes amid a new
push by Netanyahu to have Israel’s sovereignty over
the part of the Golan it has occupied since 1967 rec-
ognized internationally. Lindsey Graham, an influential
US senator allied to President Donald Trump, toured
the Golan with Netanyahu this week and vowed to
work to have Washington recognize it as part of Israel
“now and forever”. Israel seized 1,200 square kilome-
ters from Syria in the 1967 Six-Day War and later
annexed it in a move never recognized by the interna-
tional community.— AFP 
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Algeria since its
independence
PARIS: Key dates in the history of Algeria
since its independence, after President
Abdelaziz Bouteflika announced he is
abandoning his bid for a fifth term and
postponing indefinitely the election.

Independence
On July 5, 1962 Algeria proclaims its

independence after 132 years as a French
colony and following a bloody independ-
ence war which lasted nearly eight years. In
September 1963 Ahmed Ben Bella, secre-
tary general of the National Liberation
Front (FLN), the single party which had led
the struggle against colonial rule, becomes
independent Algeria’s first president. In
April 1964 the FLN congress adopts a

charter enshrining socialism in the country.

Nationalizations
In June 1965 defense minister Houari

Boumediene overthrows and jails Ben Bella.
He becomes head of the Revolutionary
Council and the government. In 1971,
Algeria’s French oil companies are national-
ized. In December 1976 Boumediene is
elected president. He dies two years later
and is succeeded by Chadli Bendjedid.

Riots
In October 1988, after a summer punc-

tuated by strikes and shortages, protests
rock the capital Algiers and then spread
to other cities, prompting authorities to
declare a state of emergency and the
army to crack down. Nearly 170 are killed
according to an official toll  and 500
according to the media. In February 1989,
two months after the re-election of
Bendjedid for a third term, a new consti-

tution establishing multi-party rule is
introduced.

Civil war 
In June 1990, the Islamic Salvation Front

(FIS) sweeps the first multi-party municipal
elections. A state of emergency is proclaimed
in June 1991 following clashes between the
security forces and FIS protesters. In
December 1991 the FIS comes close to an
absolute majority in the first round of the first
multi-party legislative polls. Bendjedid
resigns, the election is cancelled, emergency
rule is established and the FIS is dissolved. A
civil war begins in 1992 and lasts for a
decade, leaving officially 200,000 dead
including many civilians who were victims of
attacks or large scale massacres blamed on
Islamist groups. In April 1999 Abdelaziz
Bouteflika, backed by the army, is elected
president and seeks to restore peace.
Thousands of Islamists agree to benefit from
two amnesty laws and lay down arms. — AFP 

ALGIERS: Algerians sit in a cafe as teachers and students protest in central Algiers yester-
day against President Abdelaziz Bouteflika’s bid to prolong his two-decade rule. —AFP 


