
Political incivility, 
racial hostility roil 
US high schools 
CALIFORNIA: Political grudges and racial ani-
mosity have divided students at US high schools
and President Donald Trump has exacerbated
the problem with his rhetoric, a study released
on Wednesday showed. Researchers at the
University of California at Los Angeles (UCLA)
surveyed 505 high school principals for the
study. More than 60 percent of them reported
some of their students had made derogatory
remarks about immigrants.

More broadly, more than 80 percent of prin-
cipals said some of their students had dispar-
aged other ethnic groups. The UCLA study is
called “School and Society in the Age of
Trump,” but its author said the Republican
president is not solely responsible for tensions
at secondary schools. “The report is a story of
this particular time, not narrowly a story of the
actions of this one president, although this pres-
ident’s actions contribute to it,” John Rogers, a
professor of education at UCLA, said by phone.

A White House representative declined to
comment. The UCLA report described a
charged environment at high schools, with most
principals having to deal with students who
make hateful or hostile remarks about other
people’s ethnic background or political beliefs.
Groups of white students at some schools have
chanted “Build the wall!” to demean students of
color, according to accounts from several prin-
cipals to researchers.

Rise in hate crimes
Those and other instances of racial hostility

at high schools bear a resemblance to Trump’s

rhetoric on immigration, the study said. To bol-
ster their contention that some hostility at
schools is due to Trump’s positions, the study
points to a 17 percent rise in hate crimes across
American society in 2017, the first year of
Trump’s presidency. Some conservative students
have also encountered venom from classmates.
Nearly half of principals told their students to
respect students with unpopular political views,
and one third emphasized the importance of tol-
erating the views of conservatives.

In Wisconsin, one principal reported a small

group of his students arrived at school one day
wearing Trump’s signature “Make America
Great Again” hats, which offended some liberal
teenagers and led to a fistfight. In another
episode, some students in Connecticut made
demeaning comments to a white student after
she showed support for Trump, a principal told
researchers, and the pupil felt her teacher did
not defend her right to express herself. The
report also found high schools are affected by
other social problems, such as opioid addiction
and firearms violence. — Reuters
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MIAMI: An American Airlines Boeing 737 Max 8 prepares to land at the Miami International Airport in Miami, Florida. — AFP 

NEW YORK: American aviation giant Boeing predict-
ed in January that 2019 would be a record year for air-
craft profits and deliveries thanks to the 737 MAX, an
update of its best-selling model. But now, less than two
months later, the manufacturer is going through one of
the most serious crises in its history because of two
crashes involving one version: the 737 MAX 8. A grow-
ing number of airlines and countries have banned or
grounded the plane after Sunday’s deadly crash of an
Ethiopian Airlines flight killed 157 people, which came
after a fatal accident in October of a Lion Air MAX 8
that claimed 189 lives. 

What is the 737 MAX?
The 737 MAX, which debuted in May 2017, is

Boeing’s response to the Airbus A320 NEO, which
allowed the European manufacturer to surpass Boeing
in the medium-haul market. It has four variants-MAX 7,
8, 9 and 10 — distinguished by the number of passen-
gers they can carry. The MAX 8 costs $ 121.6 million at
list price and last year made up a third of Boeing’s prof-
its. By the end of January, 4,661 of the planes had been
ordered, representing approximately 80 percent of the
company’s orders. The manufacturer produces 52 of the
planes each month, and planned to increase that

monthly pace to 57 this year, key to the goal of deliver-
ing 895 to 905 aircraft this year, which would be a
record. The model “is perhaps the most important pro-
gram for Boeing and its suppliers,” Canaccord analyst
Ken Herbert said. 

What changed after the crash? 
The Ethiopia Airlines accident has led to the

grounding of the majority of the 350 MAX 8s in serv-
ice, with some countries even banning the plane from
their airspace, regardless of where the flight originat-
ed. The United States continues to allow the plane to
fly, but regulators have asked Boeing to modify the
flight controls, including the stall prevention system
called “MCAS.”

What about orders? 
For the moment, no airlines have officially cancelled

any orders for the MAX, but press reports indicate
Lion Air is looking to replace its MAX 8 with Airbus.
“All Boeing can do now is devote all its resources to
cooperating with the investigators, and... continue to
work with customers on any outstanding issues related
to MAX performance,” said Richard Aboulafia of the
Teal Group. 

What is the financial impact? 
Boeing shares lost more than 11 percent since the

accident, causing nearly $27 billion of market capital-
ization to go up in smoke. It is difficult to estimate the
financial impact, but the analysts are looking at differ-
ent scenarios. If the Ethiopian Airlines and Lion Air
accidents were found to have the same cause, the eco-
nomic consequences would be minimal since Boeing
would just have to roll out the updates to the flight con-
trol software and the flight manual already underway.

That would amount to less than $1 billion because
the cost of the changes would be about $2 million per
device, Canaccord analyst Herbert estimates. Boeing is
aiming for a cash flow of about $15 billion this year.  But
if investigators find a different cause, Aboulafia said the
cost would be much greater, since it is likely to oblige
the aircraft to be grounded for an extended period, and
would involve repairs and major compensation, forcing
airlines to find alternative aircraft to fly their routes.
That scenario also would undermine Boeing’s goal of
producing 57 aircraft a month by June.

What about Boeing’s reputation?
This crisis tarnishes the image of Boeing, which cele-

brated its centenary in 2016, as the accidents raises

doubts in the general public about the safety of its air-
planes, Herbert said. The company, which also manufac-
tures fighter jets, tankers, aerospace equipment and Air
Force One, the plane that carries the President of the
United States, is an American industrial flagship. 

What happens to suppliers? 
In addition to Boeing and its 150,000 employees,

many direct and indirect suppliers to the 737 MAX are
likely to be affected by the crisis, especially if orders
are cancelled. They include General Electric (GE) and
Safran, whose joint venture CFM manufactures the
LEAP engine on the aircraft, US companies United
Technologies (sensors) and Spirit AeroSystems (fuse-
lage, cockpit).

Safety fears about Boeing 
Meanwhile, US airlines are standing behind Boeing

despite the wave of countries and carriers that have
grounded the 737 MAX, but fear has gripped crews and
passengers, and many are refusing to fly on the plane.
Following the second deadly crash of one of its aircraft,
some US politicians also have called for the plane to be
grounded while the investigation continues, but regula-
tors so far have not taken that step. —Agencies 

Boeing faces serious consequences
Safety fears about Boeing 737 MAX grip US passengers 

CALIFORNIA: Kimbal Musk (right), wife Christiana and daughter Stella, 6, look on as students at
Eucalyptus Elementary School learn to plant a vegetable garden in preparation for Plant a Seed
Day in Hawthorne yesterday. —AFP 

Scores missing and 
trapped as building 
collapses in Lagos
LAGOS: At least 10 children were among scores of people missing
yesterday after a four-storey building collapsed in Lagos, with res-
cuers trying to reach them through the roof of the damaged structure.
The children were attending a nursery and primary school on the top
floor of the residential building when the structure collapsed. Police
said they believed scores of people were trapped under the rubble.
The incident took place near Itafaji market on Lagos Island in
Nigeria’s economic capital at around 10:00 am (0900 GMT).

In chaotic scenes, panicked parents, local residents and shocked
onlookers rushed to the area as police, firemen and medics staged a
massive rescue operation. It was not immediately clear how many peo-
ple were inside at the time of the collapse, nor were there any figures
for the tally of dead or injured. “We are still trying to find out how many
are trapped inside,” said police officer Seun Ariwyo, who added that
the number was probably scores. He said “at least 20 have been
brought out” but did not say whether they were alive or dead.

A young man helping rescue efforts who gave his name only as
Derin said “at least 10 children” were trapped inside but “thought to be
alive.” An AFP reporter at the scene saw at least eight people pulled
from the wreckage, including a small boy with blood on his face.
Covered in dust, he was alive but unconscious and appeared to be bad-
ly hurt. One local resident who witnessed the moment of collapse said
there was no warning. “We were smoking outside when the building
just collapsed,” Olamide Nuzbah told AFP in pidgin English. 

As rescuers worked furiously to reach those inside, distraught par-
ents begged them to find their children. “Please, save my child, save my
child!” wept one traumatized mother whose seven-year-old daughter
was trapped inside, as people tried in vain to console her. School bags,
toys and clothes could be seen among the piles of rubble as a bulldoz-
er tried to clear a path through some of the wreckage to help the res-
cue efforts.  As the day wore on, an AFP correspondent saw several
children being brought out, at least one of whom appeared to be dead.
Elsewhere, hundreds of local residents tried to help, passing water and
helmets through to dust-covered rescuers working tirelessly to sift
through the rubble, some of whom appeared to be distressed. — AFP 


