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Clippers’ Williams makes history off bench
Sexton scores 28 points as Cavaliers rout Raptors

LOS ANGELES:  Marcus Morris #13 of the Boston Celtics shoots the ball against the LA Clippers on Monday at STAPLES Center in Los Angeles, California. — AFP

LOS ANGELES: Lou Williams scored 34 points to
become the most prolific bench scorer in NBA history
as the Los Angeles Clippers blew out the visiting
Boston Celtics 140-115 on Monday. Danilo Gallinari
scored 13 of his 25 points in the opening quarter, and
Montrezl Harrell added 20 points as the Clippers won
their fifth consecutive game and improved to 9-3 since
their roster was restructured at the trade deadline.
Williams, who leads the NBA in points off the bench
this season, passed Dell Curry as the highest scoring
player off the bench of all time and now has 11,154 as a
reserve in his career. Curry had 11,148 points as a
reserve. It was Williams’ eighth game of the season with
at least 30 points, all since Dec. 28. Terry Rozier scored
26 points for the Celtics, who saw their three-game
winning streak end. Boston went 3-1 on a four-game
road trip, all against California teams. Jaylen Brown
scored 22 points, and Kyrie Irving added 18 and 11
assists for the Celtics.

ROCKETS 118, HORNETS 106
Clint Capela dominated the paint as Houston

stretched its winning streak to nine games with a victo-
ry over visiting Charlotte. Capela paired 19 points on 8-
of-12 shooting with 15 rebounds and controlled the
interior as the Rockets produced a 55-39 rebounding
advantage. James Harden led the Rockets with 28
points and 10 assists. Eric Gordon chipped in 22 points,
and Chris Paul contributed 10 points and 10 rebounds.
Hornets star Kemba Walker finished with a game-high
40 points on 14-of-20 shooting. He shot a combined 11
of 11 in the second and third periods, pouring in 31
points during that stretch.

THUNDER 98, JAZZ 89
Dennis Schroder scored 24 points, and Russell

Westbrook had 23 points and 11 rebounds as Oklahoma
City beat Utah in Salt Lake City. The win was just the
third in nine games for the Thunder, who beat the Jazz
for the fourth time this season to sweep the season

series. Paul George struggled offensively yet again for
Oklahoma City, though he finished with 14 points and 11
rebounds. Utah, which got a game-high 25 points from
Donovan Mitchell, lost for the third time in the past four
games.

CAVALIERS 126, RAPTORS 101
Collin Sexton scored 28 points as Cleveland cruised

past visiting Toronto. Kevin Love, with 16 points and 18
rebounds, recorded his ninth double-double in 14
games for the Cavaliers this season. Love also was a
force on the defensive end, drawing four offensive fouls.
Cleveland’s Cedi Osman added 19 points. Kawhi
Leonard led the Raptors with 25 points and nine
rebounds. Toronto’s Serge Ibaka and Cleveland’s
Marquese Chriss were ejected following a fight near
the end of the third quarter.

NETS 103, PISTONS 75
Spencer Dinwiddie scored 19 points as Brooklyn

seized control late in the first half and claimed a lop-
sided win over Detroit in New York. In the final game
before a season-long seven-game road trip that starts
Wednesday in Oklahoma City, the Nets won their
fourth straight. Allen Crabbe added 14 points for
Brooklyn. Andre Drummond collected 13 points and 20
rebounds for Detroit, which had its five-game winning
streak stopped. Blake Griffin finished with 10 points on
1-of-10 shooting.

WIZARDS 121, KINGS 115
Bradley Beal scored 27 points, Bobby Portis added

17 points and 13 rebounds, and Washington defeated
visiting Sacramento. Jabari Parker scored 18 points and
Tomas Satoransky had 17 as the Wizards started a cru-
cial five-game homestand by ending a two-game losing
skid. Beal added nine rebounds, nine assists and four
steals. De’Aaron Fox led seven Kings in double figures
with 23 points. Nemanja Bjelica had 15 points and 12
rebounds for Sacramento. — Reuters

LAUSANNE: Former FIFA president Sepp Blatter
alleged Monday that ex-French president Nicolas
Sarkozy had played a crucial role in helping Qatar
win the right to host the 2022 World Cup. Blatter was
speaking the day after FIFA was urged to launch an
investigation into claims it was offered a secret tele-
vision deal by Qatar’s state-run broadcaster Al-
Jazeera just three weeks before it awarded the tour-
nament to the Gulf state.

Documents published by British newspaper The
Sunday Times appear to show that Al-Jazeera execu-
tives signed the television contract before the bid-
ding campaigns to host the World Cup had finished.
Blatter reiterated his claim that then-UEFA president
Michel Platini’s support for Qatar’s bid set in train a
series of attacks on the FIFA chief that led to his
unceremonious removal from the job he had held for
17 years.

“Qatar was awarded the 2022 World Cup after the
political intervention of president Nicolas Sarkozy,
who asked Michel Platini and his supporters to vote
for Qatar,” Blatter told AFP. “These four votes tipped
the balance in favour of Qatar and against the USA.
This situation sparked attacks from the losing parties
on FIFA and me personally, from defeated England
on Russia for the 2018 World Cup and from the USA,
who lost to Qatar,” Blatter said.

Despite an extensive campaign featuring then-
British prime minister David Cameron and Prince

William, England was eliminated in the first round of
voting for the 2018 World Cup, leaving Russia to
defeat a joint Spain-Portugal bid by two votes in the
second round.

For the 2022 tournament, Qatar swept to victory
with 11 of the 22 votes, beating the USA, South
Korea, Japan and Australia. Both votes were mired in
controversy because half of the FIFA committee
members who cast votes have since been suspended,
banned for life, fined or prosecuted for corruption.

The Sunday Times alleged that the Al-Jazeera tel-
evision contract included a fee of $100 million (89
million euros) that would be paid into a designated
FIFA account if Qatar was successful in the World
Cup ballot held in December 2010. — AFP
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