
Holland to reunite
with Russo 

brothers in Cherry

om Holland is reuniting with the Russo broth-
ers to star in ‘Cherry’.  The ‘Spider-Man:
Homecoming’ actor is set to star in the adap-
tation of Nico Walker’s 2018 based-on-truth

novel, which ‘Avengers: Infinity War’ and ‘ Avengers:
Endgame’ directors Joe and Anthony Russo secured the
rights to last year.  The tome tells the true story of the
author, a former army medic who returned from war in
Iraq with un-diagnosed PTSD, fell into opioid addiction
and began robbing banks.  Walker was caught in 2011
and is scheduled to be released in 2020. Jessica
Goldberg wrote the adaptation while Joe and Anthony
will produce for their AGBO studio. Tom, 22, will return to
the screen in the highly anticipated ‘Avengers: Endgame’
which will be released on April 26 and ‘Spider-Man: Far
From Home’ due on July 3 and Marvel Studios previously
announced that won’t announce any upcoming films until
both the movies have been released.  Kevin Feige -
President of Marvel Studios - has confirmed that
although there is a “tremendous amount of potential” for
characters and storylines in the MCU, fans will have to
wait until after Tom’s second standalone Spider-Man film
hits cinemas. Feige previously said: “As we’ve been doing
for years, we aren’t going to announce anything post-
’Avengers: Endgame’ or ‘Spider-Man’ until post-
’Endgame’ and ‘Spider-Man’. “As you know as a fan,
there’s a tremendous amount of potential and a tremen-
dous amount of additional characters and storylines and
groups of characters that we’re going to keep playing
with. “And again, that’s a testament to Marvel and to the
amount of storylines and characters and amazing, amaz-
ing runs that have been in the Marvel comics.”
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aniel Radcliffe wants to have directed a film
and become a father by the time he’s 40.  The
29-year-old actor - who is best known for
portraying the titular wizard in the ‘Harry

Potter’ franchise - is keen to make a move behind the
camera and create his own stories for the big screen. And
Radcliffe admits that “in a few years from now” he would
like to have a baby with his girlfriend, actress Erin Darke,
whom he has been dating since 2013. In an interview with
StarLifestyle, he said: “I would like to start directing in
my 30s and try to get at least one film made before I turn

40. And at some point, not immediately, but in a few
years from now, I’ll probably be thinking about starting a
family. So to get to my 40s and be a dad and have
directed one film, I think I’d be very happy.” Radcliffe
went on to explain that since making his name in the
wizarding series has found that he has naturally moved
away from making big Hollywood movies and instead
been more attracted to independent movies and “chal-
lenging or weird” scripts such as ‘Swiss Army Man’ in
which he played a talking corpse called Manny.  He said:
“It’s not a deliberate decision. I go where the scripts are.

It’s hard to get anyone to spend money on (scripts that
are) too big of a risk. A lot of the big studios, I find the
scripts are not as challenging or weird or interesting as
the stuff they make in the indie world or even in the TV
world. “So the things that I gravitate to, so far they just
happen to be in the indie world. But if there’s something
happening in the studios and I love the script, I would
love to be a part of some crazy big movie. It’s just about
waiting for the right script.”

Radcliffe sets deadline 
to make directorial debut 

Lupita Nyong’o
learned ukulele for

Little Monsters
upita Nyong’o learned to play the ukulele for
her role in ‘Little Monsters’.  The 36-year-old
actress plays Miss Caroline in the upcoming
horror-comedy, a preschool teacher who finds

herself in the midst of a zombie outbreak and fights to
keep her students alive and uses ukulele sing-alongs of
hit songs such as Taylor Swift’s ‘Shake It Off’ to keep
their spirits up. The ‘Black Panther’ star loved the notion
that her alter ego would sing to her students whilst tack-
ling the undead but before making the effort to learn gui-
tar-like instrument she did ask if she would be getting a
“ukulele double” for the role. Speaking on stage at the
SXSW Conference and Festival with the film’s writer and
director Abe Forsythe, she said: “I love Fraulein Maria in
‘The Sound of Music’ and she’s [Miss Caroline is] my
Fraulein. I even asked [Abe], ‘Are you gonna have a
ukulele double?’”  To which Forsythe replied: “I told her,
‘No, you can win an Oscar, you can learn to play the
ukulele.’ “ The ‘Us’ star previously revealed that the song
‘Shake It Off’ had helped her through a “hard time pro-
fessionally” when she was stuck in a “funk” over some-
thing in her professional life, but as soon as her friend
played her the song, they started dancing and it acted as
a release for her. She recalled: “I was going through a
hard time professionally, and I was just in a funk. I was
working abroad, and my best friend came to cheer me up.
He played ‘Shake It Off’ on his phone, and we just had a
dance party in my bedroom.” The ‘12 Years a Slave’
actress even managed to get Taylor, 29, to personally
clear the track so it could be used in ‘Little Monsters’
after the team behind comedy-horror were struggling to
get the rights. She added: “It meant a lot to me that this
film had that [song]. And so when I heard that they were
having a hard time [getting the rights] I wrote Taylor
Swift myself and asked her, and told her that story. And
she said yes!”

‘Bohemian Rhapsody’ sequel could be
in the works.  Rudi Dolezal - who
worked with Queen on their music
videos for ‘These Are the Days of Our

Lives’, ‘The Show Must Go On’ and ‘The Invisible
Man’ - has spilled that a follow-up to the biopic
has been “heavily discussed” with the band’s
manager Jim Beach after the first movie bagged
four Academy Awards.  Speaking to the New
York Post’s Page Six column about Jim’s ideas, he
said: “I’m sure he plans a sequel that starts with
Live Aid.” ‘Bohemian Rhapsody’ ends with the
band’s legendary performance at 1985 benefit
concert Live Aid with singer Freddie Mercury
reconciling with his bandmates and revealing the
news to them that he has contracted HIV. At this
year’s Oscars, Rami Malek was named Best Actor
for his portrayal of frontman Freddie - who died
at the age of 45 in 1991 from AIDS-related pneu-
monia - whilst the movie also received golden

statuettes for Best Film Editing, Best Sound
Editing and Best Sound Mixing. Meanwhile,
Queen + Adam Lambert are set to star in a new
documentary. The ‘American Idol’ star joined
forces with the remaining touring members of the
group - guitarist Brian May and drummer Roger
Taylor - back in 2011 filling in for Freddie on
vocals and they have continued to tour together
to critical acclaim, selling out concerts all over
the globe. Adam’s story with the ‘Radio Ga Ga’
hitmakers will be told in new two-hour docu-
mentary entitled ‘The Show Must Go On’.
Previously taking to Twitter to share the news,
Adam posted:”So excited about our documen-
tary “The Show Must Go On - The Queen +
Adam Lambert Story” airing on @ABCNetwork
on April 29th!! @QueenWillRock (sic)”.

Plans for Bohemian Rhapsody sequel underway 
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Olivia Wilde:
Directing takes a

lot of courage 
livia Wilde says it took “a lot of courage” to
direct her first film. The 35-year-old actress-
and-filmaker has admitted that despite having
plenty of experience of helming music videos

and short films, it was a while before she finally felt confi-
dent enough to step behind the camera for her big screen
directional debut ‘Booksmart’, which sees Will Ferrell and
Adam McKay produce. According to The Hollywood
Reporter, she said: “But it takes a lot of courage to do it.
“I had to spend a lot of time paying attention and
observing. It’s a good way to get your feet wet.” The
‘Tron: Legacy’ star was inspired by coming-of-age
movies like ‘The Breakfast Club’ and ‘Dazed and
Confused’ as a teenager and always dreamed of being a
moviemaker. She said: “I just had a dream of making a
film like the ones I loved and still love.  “In my teenage
years, it was the generational anthems that kept me
going.  “I thought, ‘We need one of those for this genera-
tion. I want to help with that conversation.’” Wilde
wouldn’t be without her amazing casting director Allison
Jones - who has worked across movies and TV - and was
able to ensemble Wilde’s “dream cast”. She said: “She has

discovered generations of brilliant talent from ‘Freaks and
Greeks’ to ‘Superbad’ to ‘The Office’ and now to
‘Booksmart’. “It was incredible to discover so many of
these people with her and to get my dream cast.  “That’s
a filmmaker’s absolutely fantasy.  “I’m so so lucky
because these people here are the future of the enter-
tainment industry and we’re so lucky.” Kaitlyn Dever and
Beanie Feldstein are set to star in ‘Booksmart’. The movie
tells the story of the pair’s respective characters, Amy
and Molly, who on the night before their high school
graduation, decide they should have had more fun during
their four years at school. They decide to try to fit four
years’ worth of fun into one epic night.  Jason Sudeikis,
Lisa Kudrow and Billie Lourd are also set to appear in
the movie. Olivia has previously directed music videos for
Red Hot Chili Peppers and Edward Sharpe and the
Magnetic Zeros.  She has also produced and executive
produced a number of projects.

Brie and Franco
to work on The
Rental together

lison Brie and Dave Franco are set to
work on ‘The Rental’ together. The 33-
year-old actor will make his directorial
debut on the horror thriller movie and

he has cast his wife in a key role, with the duo no
doubt hopeful to emulate the success of husband
and wife team Emily Blunt and John Krasinski in
‘A Quiet Place’. Franco shared: “I couldn’t be
more excited about partnering with Black Bear
and to be working with such an amazing group of
actors for my directorial debut.” Brie will star in
the movie alongside Dan Stevens, Sheila Vand
and Jeremy Allen White, with shooting starting in
April in Oregon. Black Bear Pictures are financ-
ing the movie and will also be producing along-
side Ramona Films, belonging to Franco. Vince
Jolivette, Elizabeth Haggard Dave Franco himself
with produce alongside Black Bear’s Ben Stillman
and Teddy Schwarzman. Joe Swanberg and Chris
Storer complete the producing line up, with
Black Bear’s Michael Heimler and Sean Durkin
executive producing. The ‘Rental’ follows the sto-
ry of two couples who decide to rent a home for
a short celebratory vacation away but things
quickly start to go wrong, Deadline reports. Brie
and Franco worked together on their new movie
‘The Little Hours’ in 2017 and she described it as
a “blast” as she loved having her “person” with
her. Alison said: “We knew so many people doing
the movie. And Dave [Franco], it was nice to have
my person with me! ... It was a blast, it was all a
blast for me.” Whilst Dave added in a Q&A about
the movie in New York: “I enjoyed it.”

Bollywood 
biopic on
Mother Teresa
being made

ollywood is creating a biopic about the life of
the late Mother Teresa. The film - which is
thought to be named ‘Mother Teresa The
Saint’ - will be written and directed by Indian

politician, Seema Upadhyay, and will have a yet-to-be-
announced cast of both Indian and international actors.
The Bollywood project, which has a release date pf 2020,
will be produced by ‘Paanch’ Pradeep Sharma, ‘Ready’
Nitin Manmohan, Girish Johar and Prachi Manmohan,
and will follow the life of the famous Roman Catholic nun
and missionary, who became renowned for her humani-
tarian work in India and was subsequently declared a
saint by Pope Francis. Writing on Twitter, Girish con-
firmed the news saying: “Proud NEW journey ... Official
biopic on nobel laureate #MotherTeresa launched, pro-
duced by Pradeep Sharma, Nitin Manmohan, Girish Johar
& @Prachinm. Written-Directed by Seema Upadhyay.
Cast-Crew comprises top talent pools of Bollywood &
Hollywood. @OneUpEntertain @seems_u (sic)” The film-
makers met with Sister Prema Mary Pierick, the current
Superior General of the Missionaries of Charity - which
was set up by Mother Teresa in 1948 - and Sister Lynne
in Kolkata to seek their blessings for the movie. In a
statement, Upadhyay said: “She is a global icon and we
will ensure to leave no stone unturned to meet her inter-
national stature and pay our tribute to the noble soul. We
hope we will do justice and will be able to spread the
message for peace, love and humanity that Mother
Teresa stood for.” The Albanian nun - who later became
an Indian citizen - has had many projects made about her
incredible life and work with orphans and disadvantaged
people throughout India.  In 2003, there was a documen-
tary named ‘Mother Teresa of Calcutta’ and in 2014 a film
called ‘The Letters’ explored her life through letters she
wrote to her long-time friend and spiritual adviser Father
Celeste van Exem. — Bang Showbiz
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