
CHINCHWAD: Santosh Gurav gained a bachelor’s
degree in technology from a mid-tier college in west-
ern India last year, specializing in electrical engineer-
ing and hoping to land a job in industrial automation.
Six months on, the 27-year-old repairs mixer-
grinders, table fans and other household appliances at
a cramped shop in the western city of Pune. 

On better days, he picks up broken LED lights from
scrap dealers, fixes them, then sells them. He earns
about $50 a month, just enough to cover the rent for
the room he shares with two others as his home. “I
haven’t even started repaying my education loan,” said
Gurav, referring to the nearly $4,000 he’d borrowed
for his undergraduate study.

He is one of hundreds of thousands of engineers -
studying everything from computer code to civil engi-
neering - that India’s education system churns out
each year, many with large loans and little prospect of
finding a job in their field. They highlight Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s difficulty in fulfilling a
promise he made weeks after coming to power in
2014: creating millions of jobs by boosting manufac-
turing under a f lagship ‘Make in India’ project
launched with much fanfare. “Come, Make in India, we
will say to the world, from electrical to electronics,”
Modi said in his maiden Independence Day speech as
prime minister, pledging to create up to 100 million
new jobs by 2022.

No echoes of China boom
Four years on, the program’s impact on job cre-

ation is unclear and growth in the manufacturing sec-
tor has been sluggish, partly due to a lack of land and

labor reform. India’s unemployment rate rose to 7.2
percent last month, up from 5.9 percent in February
2018, according to data compiled by the Centre for
Monitoring Indian Economy (CMIE) think tank. The
figures are more recent than government data and
many economists regard them as more credible. The
data, which is an estimate based on household sur-
veys, shows 31.2 million people were actively looking
for jobs in February this year, said Mahesh Vyas, the
CMIE managing director. It
did not have a breakup for
engineering or technology
graduates.

With more than half of
India’s population under 25
years of age, critics say the
votes of jobless youth could
hurt  Modi ’s  chances of
securing a second term in
the upcoming general elec-
tion to be held in April-May.
The increasing use of
automation in industry, the massive number of young
Indians coming onto the job market, and the regula-
tory hurdles that companies still face if they want to
set up shop in India, are all big issues for those with-
out work.

The manufacturing boom that helped China in the
past 40 years will not wash up on India’s shores.
Companies can no longer afford to just rely on cheap
labor: they need skilled labor and better infrastructure
to drive technological innovations and increase pro-
ductivity. Employers often complain about the lack of

skilled engineering and technology graduates, said
Varun Aggarwal, an electrical engineer and co-
founder of the skills assessment firm Aspiring Minds.
Its surveys show over 80 percent of the engineers
India produces are not employable. The employability
has not improved in seven years, Aggarwal said.

“The numbers have just not budged,” he said. “Many
can’t even write basic code.” “We need to start there, at
the beginning of the education system,” said Aggarwal.

The IT industry had long been
seen as a gateway to the mid-
dle class in India, but a move
to robotics and artificial intel-
ligence has replaced some
positions. The business
process outsourcing industry
- seen as a stable provider of
“offshore” jobs - added the
least number of employees in
seven years in 2017-18 (April-
March), according to the trade
body Nasscom.

Lack English skills
At a recent job fair organized by a college in the

town of Chinchwad in western India, Gurav was
among hundreds queued up to apply, including
dozens of engineers, even though most companies
were hiring for marketing and finance positions. Many
came from rural areas where they studied in regional
languages, and lacked strong English skills - another
gap that recruiters say India’s education system
needs to address.

Ankush Karwade, 22, who travelled 80 miles (130
km) to reach the fair, said his father was a farmer and
the family couldn’t fund him to earn an undergraduate
degree. He did a shorter and cheaper diploma course
in engineering. “I watch some English movies and read
the newspapers to improve, but most employers want
graduates,” he said. “They (also) want English speak-
ing skills, which I don’t have.” Gayatri, a 24-year-old
woman who goes by one name, gained a master’s
degree in engineering four months ago, under pres-
sure from her parents. She said she had wanted to
continue her education in Indian classical music.

“My father wanted me to do engineering, so I did it.
Now there are no jobs,” she said. A company at the
fair offered her a customer service position that would
pay about $140 a month. “Can you believe it?” she
said. “I didn’t get this degree to sit at a call centre.”
Jobless engineers are not a new problem and “minis-
cule” in comparison to the millions of farmers dissatis-
fied over weak crop prices, said Himanshu, an associ-
ate professor of economics at the Jawaharlal Nehru
University who also uses one name.

Still, they represent a lot of untapped potential.
Fixing household appliances is not what Gurav expect-
ed to do as a graduate. “I could find work at a call cen-
tre, but it’s not what I want to do,” he said. He may soon
be forced to reconsider though as his father is due to
retire next year and the family will need the money. For
now, Gurav plans to continue to do the repairwork - but
is too ashamed to tell his friends about it, he said, and
refused to be photographed at the shop. “If people see
me working there they might think I’m unskilled. But I
have skills. I am passionate about this field.”—  Reuters 
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Indonesians get
first chance to
ride subway 
JAKARTA: Indonesia’s capital, Jakarta, held
yesterday the first public trial run of its $3 bil-
lion mass rapid transit (MRT) system aimed at
improving transport conditions in a city suffer-
ing some of the worst traffic jams in the world.
The MRT, which is officially due to open on
March 26, was developed with Japanese
expertise and funding, and is a centre-piece of
an infrastructure boom under President Joko
Widodo, who is seeking re-election in April.
Dozens of excited residents, many of them stu-
dents, rode in the shiny, air-conditioned car-
riages, tested the ticketing machines, and wan-
dered through the stations.

“I’m impressed that it’s like any foreign
country, like Singapore!” said Mika, a 23-year-
old student, who registered weeks ago for the
trial run. But some passengers complained that
facilities in some stations and feeder lines had
not been finished. “Some of the supporting
infrastructure ... for pedestrians and passengers
is very incomplete,” said Irfan, 40, who had
brought his son along for the subway ride.
Construction workers in hard hats were racing
to finish up walkways and other facilities in
some stations.

The first phase is a 16-km stretch that runs

partially underground from south to central
Jakarta along one of the city’s main thorough-
fares. The train takes about 30 minutes, com-
pared with more than an hour by car in regular
traffic. Construction of the second line - an 8-
km stretch that ends in north Jakarta - is under-
way and it should be operational by 2025.
Ticket prices have been set at an initial 10,000
rupiah (70 cents) and the trains can carry more
than 28,000 passengers a day. Delayed for
more than 20 years, the project was finally
launched in 2013, with the first line originally

scheduled to open in 2018.
As well as it awful traffic jams, Jakarta regularly

suffers from floods and earthquakes and the MRT
was built to withstand such disasters, said Silvia
Halim, construction director of PT MRT, the
Indonesian-Japanese consortium that is develop-
ing the network. “We have used the reference of
standards from Japan,” Halim said. “The structure
of the tunnel and the viaduct can hold up against a
magnitude of 8 or equivalent.” Flood barriers have
been installed to protect the underground stations
from inundation, she said. — Reuters 

Protest in south India over
alleged assaults on women
NEW DELHI: Reports of sexual assault on women in southern India
have sparked outrage, with opposition politicians yesterday protest-
ing against what they called a lack of progress in the investigation.
The case has received widespread media coverage in Tamil Nadu
state weeks before a general election, with opposition parties accus-
ing the state government of “shielding” the perpetrators. 

A state minister who often speaks on behalf of the government did
not respond to calls and messages seeking comment. Police in Tamil
Nadu said they had arrested four men based on a complaint by an
alleged victims, and were investigating if the accused were serial
offenders. The victim, a 19-year old woman, said in a complaint filed
with the police that she was travelling with the four men, two of
whom she knew, in a car last month when she was forcibly disrobed
and videotaped. 

She alleged the men then threatened to upload the video online if
she did not meet them whenever summoned. Senior police official R
Pandiarajan said late on Monday that police had recovered four
videos from the arrested men, involving other victims. He said numer-
ous women could have been targeted by them, but declined to give
specifics.

Police appealed to victims to come forward. The main opposition
party in one of India’s biggest and most developed states, the
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam, held a protest on Tuesday to demand
faster action on the case, police said. The #MeToo movement in
India gathered momentum last year with numerous complaints of
sexual harassment and other sexual misconduct leveled against
prominent journalists, actors, movie directors, comedians and other
public figures. — Reuters

JAKARTA: A Jakarta’s Mass Rapid Transit (MRT) waits for passengers after it opened for the first
time to the public yesterday. —AFP 


