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News in brief

‘Will call you when I land’ 

NEW DELHI: An Indian newly-wed who died in the Nairobi-
bound Ethiopian Airlines plane crash had texted her husband
she would call him on landing, local media reported yesterday.
Shikha Garg, who was travelling to attend the annual assembly
of the UN Environment Program, had got married less than
three months ago to Soumya Bhattacharya after dating for
three years. Bhattacharya was also supposed to fly with her to
Nairobi but a last-minute change in plans meant he stayed back
in New Delhi, the mass-circulation Times of India reported. “I
have boarded the flight and will call you once I land,” Garg
texted. But before the husband could type a reply, his phone
buzzed and a caller informed him about the plane crash, the
newspaper said. Bhattacharya had also bought a flight ticket for
Nairobi but cancelled it because of an urgent meeting. —AFP

22 killed in Yemen strikes 

SANAA: Twelve children and 10 women have been killed by
strikes in Yemen’s northern province of Hajjah in the past 48
hours, the United Nations said yesterday. Up to 30 people
were reported wounded, including 14 children, several of whom
“require possible evacuation to survive,” the UN’s humanitarian
coordination office OCHA said in a statement. The UN did not
say who was responsible, but Houthi rebel media outlets
accused the Saudi-led coalition that is fighting on the side of
the Yemeni government of being behind the bombardment.
Some areas of Hajjah province are controlled by government
forces, while others such as Kushar district which was hit by the
strikes are in the hands of the Iran-aligned Houthi rebels. Houthi
official Deifallah Al-Shami accused the coalition of “deliberately
committing... this massacre,” in a statement carried by the
rebels’ Saba news agency. —AFP 

Policewoman shot dead 

PARIS: A French policeman who shot and killed a fellow officer
at police headquarters in Paris was fooling around with his
service weapon when it went off, a police source said yester-
day. The accident took place on Sunday at the new headquar-
ters of the criminal police in the northwest of the capital. The
police source said the officer who fired the shot was playing
with his gun near the entrance to the building when it went off,
hitting his colleague in the head. He has been suspended and
taken into custody, judicial and police sources said. A
spokesman for the SCPN police union, Jean-Paul Megret, told
France Info radio that the two officers had been practicing
drawing their weapons, “either playfully or out of stupidity.”
Noting that such exercises were strictly restricted to the shoot-
ing range, he said it was “all the more tragic given that they
were just beginning their careers”. —AFP 

Fighter jet crashes; 2 die

BEIJING: A Chinese navy fighter jet crashed during train-
ing on the southern island province of Hainan yesterday,
killing two pilots, the defense ministry said. There were “no
casualties on the ground,” the ministry said in a statement,
adding that the cause of the accident was under investiga-
tion. China’s military, which is undergoing a well-funded
modernization drive, has had other accidents in recent
years. An air force plane crashed in Guizhou province dur-
ing a training exercise in January 2018, killing crew mem-
bers onboard, the air force said, without revealing the num-
ber. State media reported the crash of an aircraft carrier-
based J-15 fighter in April 2018 during training, resulting in
the death of the pilot. —AFP

ADDIS ABABA:  Britain joined a growing wave of sus-
pensions of Boeing 737 MAX aircraft around the
world yesterday, escalating the global alarm after a
crash in Ethiopia that killed 157 people in the second
such disaster for the model in the past few months.
The decision by one of the industry’s most established
regulators was the most serious setback yet for
Boeing in the wake of Sunday’s crash and put pressure
on regulators in the rest of Europe and the United
States to follow suit.

At the same time as London’s announcement,
Norwegian Air said it too would temporarily ground its
MAX 8 passenger jets on the advice of European regu-
lators. Earlier, Singapore, Australia, Malaysia and Oman
had also temporarily suspended the aircraft, following
China, Indonesia and others
the day before.

“The UK, Singapore and
Australia are independent pro-
fessionals,” said Teal Group
analyst Richard Aboulafia. “I
am sure the (US) Federal
Aviation Administration will
take their judgment into
account.” Sunday’s disaster -
after the fatal crash of a 737
MAX jet in Indonesia in
October - has wiped billions
of dollars off the market value of the world’s biggest
planemaker. But experts say it is too early to speculate
on the reason for the crash or whether the two are linked.
Most crashes are caused by a unique chain of human and
technical factors.

Given problems of identification at the charred dis-
aster site, Ethiopian Airlines said it would take at least
five days to start handing remains to families. The vic-
tims came from more than 30 different nations, and
included nearly two dozen UN staff. “We are Muslim
and have to bury our deceased immediately,” Noordin
Mohamed, a 27-year-old Kenyan businessman whose
brother and mother died said. “Losing a brother and
mother in the same day and not having their bodies to
bury is very painful,” he said in the Kenyan capital
Nairobi where the plane had been due.

Fireball
Flight ET 302 came down in a field soon after take-

off from Addis Ababa on Sunday, creating a fireball in a
crater. It may take weeks or months to identify all the
victims, who include a prize-winning author, a soccer
official and a team of humanitarian workers. The United
States has said it remained safe to fly the planes, and
Boeing has said there is no need to issue new guidance
to operators based on the information it has so far.

Ethiopian Airlines has grounded its four other 737
MAX 8 jets as a precaution. Anxiety was also evident
among some travelers, who rushed to find out from
social media and travel agents whether they were
booked to fly on 737 MAX planes - the same model in
the Lion Air crash off Indonesia that killed 189 people

in October. If the black box
recordings found at the
Ethiopian crash site are
undamaged, the cause of the
crash could be identified
quickly, although it typically
takes a year for a full probe.

Nearly 40 percent of the
in-service fleet of 371 Boeing
737 MAX jets globally is
grounded, according to
industry publication
Flightglobal. That includes 97

jets in biggest market China. Boeing shares fell another
4.8 percent yesterday after having lost 5 percent on
Monday. The US Federal Aviation Administration (FAA)
issued a “continued airworthiness notification” for the
737 MAX on Monday to assure operators, and detailed
a series of design changes mandated by Boeing after
the Indonesia crash.

Better software
Boeing said it had been working with the FAA fol-

lowing the Lion Air crash to enhance flight control soft-
ware that would be deployed across the 737 MAX fleet
in the coming weeks. The MAX 8 has new software that
automatically pushes the plane’s nose down if a stall is
detected. There is no evidence so far whether the sys-
tem was involved in the Ethiopia crash, though experts

said this would be a focus of the investigation. The new
variant of the 737, the world’s best-selling modern pas-
senger aircraft, could become the workhorse for air-
lines around the globe for decades and another 4,661
are on order. In Latin America, Gol in Brazil temporarily
suspended MAX 8 flights, as did Argentina’s state air-
line Aerolineas Argentinas and Mexico’s Aeromexico .

In Asia, South Korean budget carrier Eastar Jet said
it would temporarily ground its two 737 MAX 8s from
Wednesday, while India ordered additional checks.
Vietnam state media reported the aviation regulator
would not issue licenses to local airlines to operate the
737 MAX until the cause of the Ethiopian crash was
known. Still, major airlines from North America to the
Middle East kept flying the 737 MAX. Southwest

Airlines Co, which operates the largest fleet of 737
MAX 8s, said it remained confident in the safety of all
its Boeing planes.

Former FAA accident investigator Mike Daniel said
the decision by regulators to ground the planes was
premature. “To me it’s almost surreal how quickly some
of the regulators are just grounding the aircraft without
any factual information yet as a result of the investiga-
tion,” he said. In Nairobi, the UN Environment Program
set up a small memorial for Victor Tsang, a staff mem-
ber who lost his life. “Travel well my friend, see you on
the other side,” said one entry in a condolence book
beside a framed photograph, bouquet of flowers and
candle. By mid-afternoon, 23 pages of the condolence
book had been filled with over 250 names. —Reuters

UK joins wave of nations suspending Boeing 737 MAX

Global Boeing fears grow as more 
nations suspend Boeing 737 MAX

WASHINGTON: A pair of Boeing 737 MAX airplanes sit outside the company’s factory yesterday in
Renton, Washington. Boeing’s stock dropped today after an Ethiopian Airlines flight was the second
deadly crash in six months involving the Boeing 737 Max 8, the newest version of its most popular
jetliner.  —AFP

EU moves to
protect whistle
blowers from 
reprisal attacks 
STRASBOURG: European Union nego-
tiators said yesterday they had struck a
first bloc-wide provisional agreement
aimed at protecting whistle blowers from
reprisals following corporate scandals
such as Dieselgate and Cambridge
Analytica. Negotiators from the
European Parliament, European
Commission and the European Council
said the deal would boost the fight
against fraud, corruption, corporate tax
avoidance and damage to people’s health
and the environment.

“We should protect whistleblowers
from being punished, sacked, demoted or
sued in court for doing the right thing for
society,” said Frans Timmermans, first
vice president of the Commission, the
28-nation EU’s executive arm. “These
new, EU-wide whistleblowers’ protection
rules do exactly that and will make sure
they can report in a safe way on breach-
es of EU law in many areas,”

Timmermans said in a statement. The
agreement must still undergo legal
review before being approved by the
European Parliament and the European
Council, which groups the member coun-
tries. The Commission introduced the
proposed legislation in April last year

The parliament said the deal amounts
to the “first EU-wide protection for whis-
tle-blowers,” allowing them to choose
between internal and external reporting,
for example to national or EU authorities.
It said the new rules will both “protect
and encourage reporting of breaches of
EU law”. These potential breaches cover
tax fraud, money laundering, public pro-
curement, product and transport safety,
environmental protection, public health,
consumer protection and data protection.
The rules aim to ensure information dis-
closed remains confidential, the parlia-
ment said in a statement.

“The agreed text explicitly prohibits
reprisals and introduces safeguards
against a whistle-blower being suspend-
ed, demoted, intimidated or other forms
of retaliation,” the parliament said.  The
draft legislation will also protect those
dealing with whistle blowers, including
colleagues, relatives and investigative
journalists, the parliament said. It said EU
member countries must offer whistle
blowers “comprehensive and independ-
ent information” on how to report

breaches and pursue their cases while
providing them with legal, financial and
psychological support.

Protection for whistle blowers is
patchy across the bloc with only ten
countries providing comprehensive legal
protection: France, Hungary, Ireland,
Italy, Lithuania, Malta, Netherlands,
Slovakia, Sweden and Britain. The
Commission said whistle blowers have

already played an important role in the
Dieselgate scandal, where Volkswagen
was discovered to have used devices to
hide diesel  emissions. They also
recalled how they helped expose the
scandal at Cambridge Analytica, the
now defunct British data consultancy
accused of having harvested the data
of millions of Facebook users without
their permission. —AFP

VOSGES: Whistle-blower at the origin of the LuxLeaks affair Antoine Deltour,
poses in Epinal, eastern France. The European Union announced yesterday that
it would commit to protecting whistleblowers by using ‘safe channels’ which
will prevent them from being targeted.  —AFP

Brexit ‘orphan’ finds 
home in EU a la carte 
champion Denmark
HERNING: Briton Andrew Tristram has
been left an “orphan” by Brexit, but he’s
found another welcoming home in Europe
and will soon become a citizen in Denmark,
champion of a European Union a la carte.
Before June 23, 2016, the thought of obtain-
ing Danish citizenship had never occurred
to him. But after Britain’s referendum result
in favor of Brexit, the 47-year-old can’t
wait to get his hands on his new European
passport.

“I haven’t had a Danish passport before
because it feels a bit like treason, like I’m
giving up on Britain. But they gave up on
me,” Tristram says, sitting in the foyer of the
theatre in Herning, western Denmark,
where he works in production. In
November 1992, he moved to the europhile
Scandinavian country after falling in love
with a Danish woman he met in London. He
has lived here since then, while maintaining
close ties with his native Wales. He now
speaks Danish fluently. Like all Britons liv-
ing outside the United Kingdom for more
than 15 years, he was not entitled to vote in
the Brexit referendum. “All these people
decided what happens in my life and I don’t
get a say,” he fumes.

‘Disappointed’ by Brexit 
“I thought it meant something to have a

British passport.” But “when Brexit hap-
pened I lost something,” he says, adding
that he’s “always been proud of being a
British citizen”. Twenty-six years in
Denmark has changed “his outlook on life”,
he reflects, citing among other things the
fact “that I think that the European Union is
a good thing”. Since joining the EU in 1973,
Denmark has zealously guarded its sover-
eignty, negotiating four key opt-outs from
European cooperation: on security and
defense, citizenship, police and justice, and
the adoption of the euro.

As a result, Denmark is considered the
champion of a Europe a la carte. It is per-
haps no surprise then that the population is
among the most pro-EU in Europe, with 75
percent of Danes considering the bloc a
good thing compared to 61 percent of
French and 39 percent of Czechs, in a 2018
European Parliament survey.

“Angry” and “disappointed” by the Brexit
referendum, Tristram, who has two sons with
his wife, applied online in January 2018 to
become a Danish citizen. First, he had to
pass a language proficiency test and a citi-
zenship test, designed to evaluate his knowl-
edge of his adopted country. Highly criti-
cized as difficult when it was introduced, the
test covers a range of subjects, from the
Vikings to the 1973 legislative election.

Tristram passed with flying colors. “Not
because I’m bragging, but we had a 25th
anniversary party and one of the things we
did is that we took the citizenship test. So I
was surrounded by Danes and the person
who had the most right answers was me.”
He completed the real test in just six of the

45 minutes allotted. “You get a booklet and
everything apart from the last five questions
... is in the booklet.” Candidates need to
correctly answer 32 of 40 questions to pass.
Almost half of those who take the test fail.

Slow process
Andrew has been waiting for more than

a year for his citizenship application to be
processed. “If I’m exceptionally lucky then
I’ll be on the list (of people naturalized) in
autumn this year,” he says. There’s no
chance he’ll get his citizenship before
Britain’s scheduled exit from the EU on

March 29. “I’m not expecting to be thrown
out of Denmark, but I can see that the sum-
mer holiday can very well be a problem.” 

He and his family usually drive to
Britain, passing through a number of
European countries on the way. “If I’m
going to have to apply for a visa to every
single country, it’s going to be an expen-
sive holiday,” he moans. But the real prob-
lem is the uncertainty about what Brexit
will entail. “None of us knows what’s going
to happen,” he says, more fed up with the
British political delays than the slow
Danish naturalization process. —AFP

LONDON: Anti-Brexit activists demonstrate outside the Houses of Parliament
yesterday, ahead of the second meaningful vote on the government’s Brexit
deal. —AFP
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