
WIESBADEN: An Iraqi man went on trial in Germany
yesterday accused of the rape and murder of a teenage
girl that inflamed anti-immigrant tensions amid a mass
influx of asylum seekers. The accused, Ali Bashar, 22,
left Germany for northern Iraq shortly after the May
2018 crime but was arrested and brought back in a mis-
sion joined personally by Germany’s federal police
chief. Bashar’s trial for the rape and murder of 14-year-
old schoolgirl Susanna Maria Feldman started under
tight security in Wiesbaden, the city where the killing
took place. Around a dozen people held a vigil for the
victim outside the courthouse.

Bashar has admitted the killing to police interroga-
tors but denied the rape, meaning he already faces a
likely life prison term, which in Germany usually trans-
lates to 15 years behind bars. To Germany’s far right,
Bashar, who is also accused of raping an 11-year-old
girl in a separate case, has become a symbol of the
threat allegedly posed by the wave of mostly Middle
Eastern newcomers. Before the trial, the anti-Islam
Alternative for Germany (AfD) party again blamed
Chancellor Angela Merkel and her grand coalition or
“GroKo” government for Susanna’s death.

“The problem isn’t ‘the right’ but the knife-man
immigration caused by the GroKo that has caused ever
more bloody crimes,” the party wrote in a Facebook
post. The AfD became the biggest opposition party
when it entered parliament in late 2017, riding a wave

of public anger over sexual assaults and other violent
crimes committed by some recent migrants. In another
case last year, the fatal stabbing of a German man in the
eastern city of Chemnitz, allegedly by immigrants,
sparked outbursts of mob violence in which far-right

extremists hunted people of foreign appearance
through the streets.

Shallow grave
Bashar, along with his parents and five siblings, first

arrived in Germany in 2015, the year that saw the peak
of the migrant influx which would bring more than one
million people to Europe’s biggest economy. His
request for asylum was rejected in December 2016,
but-in a case critics label as symptomatic of an over-

whelmed and dysfunctional system-he obtained a tem-
porary residence permit pending his appeal.

Merkel later conceded in a TV interview that “the
case shows how important it is that people who don’t
have residency rights quickly face a court and can be
speedily sent back home”. In May last year, Bashar
allegedly beat, raped and strangled Susanna to death in
a wooded area near his refugee shelter in Wiesbaden.
Her body was then buried in a shallow grave covered
with leaves, twigs and soil, near railway tracks. When
her remains were found two weeks later, Bashar and his
family had left Germany for Arbil, northern Iraq.

However, he was arrested by Kurdish security forces
and, despite the absence of a formal extradition treaty
between Iraq and Germany, taken back to Germany. In
a controversial operation personally joined by federal
police chief Dieter Romann, Bashar was put on a flight
back to Germany, with pictures of him disembarking
under heavy police guard making front pages. Bashar
also faces charges for a park robbery in which he
allegedly beat, strangled and threatened a man with a
knife to steal his watch, bag, phone and bank card.

He faces a separate trial from March 19, accused of
having twice raped an 11-year-old girl - once in April
2018 after locking her in his room, and again near a
supermarket carpark the following month. Prosecutors
have also laid charges against an Afghan youth who
was living in the same refugee shelter, Mansoor Q, who

was believed to be aged at least 14 at the time, also for
the rape of the 11-year-old girl. Prosecutors have said
Bashar’s younger brother - who is believed to be in
Iraq, according to media reports - also took part in a
sexual assault against the younger girl. — AFP 
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News in brief

Woman cuts off her hand 

LJUBLJANA: A Slovenian woman and her relative
have been detained for allegedly cutting off her
hand with a circular saw to get nearly 400,000
euros ($450,000) in insurance compensation,
police said yesterday. The 21-year-old and her rel-
ative, 29, face up to eight years in prison on
charges of attempted fraud. “With one of her
accomplices, she intentionally amputated her hand
at the wrist with a circular saw, hoping to stage it
as an accident,” police spokesman Valter Zrinski
told a news conference. The woman is thought to
have staged the incident, together with three rela-
tives, earlier this year shortly after the group
signed life and injury insurance contracts with five
different insurance companies. All four were arrest-
ed initially, but two were released. The woman was
hoping to get around 380,000 euros of compensa-
tion and a life-long monthly payout of some 3,000
euros, police said. — AFP  

Brazil floods leave 12 dead

SAO PAULO: Floods caused by torrential rain in
and around Brazil’s financial hub Sao Paulo killed 12
people and hurt six others overnight, firefighters
said yesterday. In the town of Riberao Pires on the
periphery of the country’s most populated city, four
members of one family died and another two were
injured when a house collapsed around midnight.
Another landslide killed one person in Embu das
Artes, while three neighbors drowned in Sao
Caetano do Sul, one in Sao Paulo, two in nearby
Santo Andre and one more in the industrial city of
Sao Bernardo do Campo, authorities said as they
provided an updated toll. Firefighters had to rescue
several people stranded by the water and mud in
Sao Paulo, Brazil’s biggest city and financial capital,
with more than 20 million people. — AFP 

Killing of black activist

RIO DE JANEIRO: Two policemen were arrested
yesterday in the killing of Brazilian black activist
Marielle Franco, news reports said. These are the
first arrests in a case that shocked Brazil. Franco
was a left-leaning Rio city councilor who grew up
in a slum and went on to become a respected
defender of blacks, the poor and the LGTB commu-
nity. She was killed a year ago in a drive-by shoot-
ing, along with her driver, Anderson Gomes. Franco
was also an outspoken critic of police violence
against poor people. News website G1 reported the
arrests, quoting homicide police. A sergeant in the
military police, Roni Lessa, 48, was arrested on sus-
picion of being the shooter, G1 said. And Elcio
Vieira de Queiroz, 46, who was reportedly expelled
from the military police, is suspected of having driv-
en the car from which Franco was gunned down on
March 14 of last year in downtown Rio. — AFP

US seizes metric tons of cocaine 

NEW YORK: US authorities on Monday
announced the seizure of nearly 1.5 metric tons of
cocaine with a street value of $77 million, the
biggest drug haul in nearly 25 years at the port of
New York/Newark. Sixty bundles of the white
powder weighing 3,200 pounds were found in a
container at the port on February 28, the Drug
Enforcement Administration said. No arrests have
been made in the case, which remains under investi-
gation. “Cocaine, New York’s nemesis of the 90s, is
back,” DEA special agent in charge Ray Donovan
said. Donovan said the size of the seizure - the sec-
ond largest in the port’s history and the largest
there since May 1994 - reflected a push by traffick-
ers to build a market for a mixture of cocaine with
fentanyl. The United States, the world’s largest con-
sumer of illegal drugs, is currently experiencing a
deadly epidemic of opioid use. — AFP 

Bashar admits
the killing but

denied 
the rape

Iraqi faces German court in 
‘Susanna’ rape-murder case

Rape and murder of a girl inflamed anti-immigrant tensions 

WIESBADEN: Defendant Ali B hides his face as he waits
for the opening of his trial yesterday at a court in
Wiesbaden, western Germany. The Iraqi man is accused of
the rape and murder of teenage girl Susanna that
inflamed anti-immigrant tensions amid a mass influx of
asylum seekers. —AFP 

Nigeria governorship
vote ‘inconclusive’ in
6 states, sparking fury 
ABUJA: Nigeria’s electoral board said yesterday the
outcome of governorship polls in six states was incon-
clusive, sparking opposition fury and raising the
prospect of re-runs and legal action. It said violence
and other irregularities had prompted voting Saturday
to be cancelled in some areas of Kano and Sokoto, in
the northwest, Bauchi and Adamawa in the northwest,
and the central states of Benue and Plateau. “We have
concluded elections in 22 states. We have six states
inconclusive and one suspended, that is Rivers,” said
Festus Okoye, from the Independent National Electoral
Commission (INEC).

In areas where the poll was cancelled, the total vote
exceeded the margin between the top two candidates,
which prompted returning officers to declare the out-
come for that state to be inconclusive, he said. “They
did not satisfy the margin of lead principal as stated in
our regulations and guidelines,” he said. The develop-
ment comes after election observers criticized the
organization and running of Saturday’s vote, as well as
presidential and parliamentary polls on February 23.

The European Union said on Monday there were
“systemic failings and electoral security problems” in
both that indicated a “real need for serious reform”.
President Muhammadu Buhari’s beaten rival, Atiku
Abubakar, of the Peoples Democratic Party (PDP),
called the vote a “sham” and is challenging the result in
court. The PDP said it was “clearly leading the (gover-
norship) race” in the affected states and accused INEC
of collusion with Buhari’s ruling All Progressives
Congress (APC).

INEC was “seeking ways to use the situation to aid
the APC to alter the results and announce APC candi-
dates as winners”, it said in a statement on Monday
evening. Sokoto governor Aminu Tambuwal said he
would challenge the decision in court. The situation
comes after INEC suspended the count in the southern
state of Rivers for 48 hours on Sunday after violence
and the invasion of a collation centre by men in uni-
form. The PDP called the suspension “a barefaced
assault... akin to a coup d’etat”. The military has blamed
political thugs dressed in army fatigues.

Local elections are fiercely contested in Nigeria,
as powerful governors generally have more impact
on ordinary people’s day-to-day lives than presi-
dential and parliamentary votes. Governors control
huge budgets and are responsible for areas such as
infrastructure, and the provision of health and edu-
cation. Nigeria is split into 36 states and the Federal
Capital Territory of Abuja. Going into the election,
the APC held 22 states and the PDP 13. According to
results declared yesterday, the APC was ahead by 11
states to nine. —AFP 

PORT HARCOURT: Protesters hold banners during a demonstration against the suspension of governorship
elections in Port Harcourt, Rivers State. — AFP 

LONDON: The mother of a London
girl who ran away to join the Islamic
State group in Syria urged the UK
government on Monday to reinstate
the teenager’s British citizenship after
she lost her third child. A lawyer rep-
resenting Shamima Begum’s family
wrote to interior minister Sajid Javid,
pleading with him to reverse his
February 19 decision to strip her of
her British citizenship “as an act of
mercy”. Begum, now 19, had asked to
return home after giving birth to a son
last month in a refugee camp in north-
eastern Syria, but London refused.
The three-week-old baby, Jarrah, has
since died from pneumonia.

She has told British media that her
two other children died in infancy in
Syria. Begum’s fate has sparked heat-
ed debate in Britain, which like other
countries is facing a dilemma over
whether to allow jihadists and IS sym-
pathizers home to face prosecution,
or stop them from returning at all. She
was 15 when she left east London for
Syria with two other schoolgirls in
2015. She was found by journalists in
a refugee camp after fleeing fighting
between the jihadist group and US-
backed forces. She is married to
Dutch IS fighter Yago Riedijk, 27, who
is now being held in a Kurdish-run
detention centre in northeast Syria.

Call for mercy
Urging Javid to reverse his deci-

sion, Begum’s mother “requests this
reconsideration, as an act of mercy”,
following Jarrah’s death, said the letter
from law firm Farooq Bajwa and Co.
“It is extremely unlikely that Shamima
will be in a fit state to make any

rational decisions.” The letter said the
family have not been able to contact
Begum directly and their request for
help from the British government to
contact her was refused in writing by
the Home Office on March 5. “There
are immediate fears for Shamima’s
health and safety, and the matter is
urgent,” the letter said, asking for a
response within 24 hours. The letter
was posted on Twitter by lawyer
Tasnime Akunjee.

In the wake of the baby’s death,
Foreign Secretary Jeremy Hunt said
officials were working on how to res-
cue British children born to IS run-
aways. Hunt said the death of Begum’s
third child was “an incredibly dis-
tressing and sad situation” but that it
was too dangerous to dispatch offi-
cials to the war zone. “Shamima knew
when she made the decision to join
Daesh (IS) she was going to a country
where there’s no embassy, where
there’s no consular assistance,” he
told BBC television on Sunday. “And
I’m afraid those decisions, awful
though it is, they do have conse-
quences.” —AFP 

Dope-dealing 
ring on messaging
app busted
in Israel
JERUSALEM: Israeli police said yester-
day that undercover officers had broken
up a drug-dealing network that used a
popular messaging app and had connec-
tions in the United States, Ukraine and
Germany. “After several months of covert
investigation 42 suspects were this morn-
ing detained in Israel and abroad for
questioning under caution on suspicions
of trafficking various types of drugs,” a
police statement said.

It said the transactions amounted to
“hundreds of millions” of Israeli shekels
(tens of millions of dollars/euros). The
suspects, the statement added, traded
through the encrypted messaging app
Telegram. Police designated the ring
“Crime Organization 420” and published
its organizational chart, with one person
at its head and a hierarchy of executives
for finance, infrastructure, security and
development, among others.

The statement did not give any names
and did not link the suspects to the Israeli
drug marketplace Telegrass, which uses
Telegram. Israeli public radio, however,
said that Telegrass founder Amos Dov
Silver was among those arrested. The
radio said that the suspects allegedly
dealt not only in marijuana but also ecsta-
sy and cocaine. It said that Silver, a dual
Israel-US citizen resident in the United
States, was arrested in Ukraine and Israel
would request his extradition.

The Telegrass website carried a mes-
sage in Hebrew on Tuesday describing it
as a “black day”. “Hope you never know

how much it hurts to get up in the morn-
ing to find out that your friends have been
arrested,” it said. “That their homes were
turned upside down, that they were treat-
ed worse than animals, that their little
children were frightened in the middle of
the night with dogs and violent shouts.” 

A police spokesman could not immedi-
ately be reached for comment. “Wages for
staff and managers of the organization
were transferred in cash, in bitcoins, or
drugs, while concealing the source of the
funds,” the police statement said. Officers
of the Israeli police cyber-crime unit
worked with Ukrainian, US and German
law enforcement, it added.

100,000 clients
Telegrass has let sellers list their wares

and prices, exchanging self-deleting mes-
sages with buyers to set up deliveries.
“We don’t know exactly how many peo-
ple are using the platform, however we
have over 100,000 registered users,”
Silver told AFP in an online chat in 2017. 

Silver described himself as a marijuana
legalization activist who was not in it for
financial gain. Some politicians have taken
up the issue of marijuana legalization
ahead of Israel’s April 9 polls, and Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said on
Monday night that he might consider it. “I
have led some changes in this area,” he
said on his Likud party’s YouTube video
channel. “We have increased the use of
medical cannabis, bringing Israel to one
of the highest levels in the world.”

Asked about legalization in general, he
replied: “I’m checking your question. I’ll
give you an answer soon.” The govern-
ment in January gave the final go-ahead
for the export of medical cannabis, a
move expected to generate significant
revenues for the state. In 2017 the public
security ministry partially decriminalized
recreational marijuana use, setting fines
and treatment for initial offenders instead
of criminal procedures. — AFP 
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