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KUWAIT: The Ambassador of Ghana to Kuwait Alhaji Rufai Yahaya Iddi hosted a reception on the occasion of his country’s 62nd Independence Day at Crowne Plaza Hotel.
Higher officials, diplomats, members of the Ghanaian community and media persons attended the event. —Photos by Joseph Shagra

Kuwait backs efforts to stabilize
oil market: Oil Ministry official

Environment-friendly projects ‘third renaissance in Kuwait’s refining industry’
KUWAIT: Kuwait supports international efforts aimed at
restoring balance and stability to the global oil market in
a manner that serves common interests of crude export-
ing and importing countries, a senior official has affirmed.
It devotes great concern to petroleum industries, in gen-
eral, and downstream sector in particular, said the Kuwait
Oil Ministry’s Acting Undersecretary, Sheikh Talal Nasser
Al-Adhabi Al-Sabah, addressing a conference, themed
‘Performance Improvement of Petroleum Downstream
Industry’ that kicked off yesterday. He was speaking on
Behalf of Minister of Oil, Electricity and Water Dr Khaled
Al-Fadhel.

Strategic enterprises
Currently, Kuwait is executing a number of strategic

enterprises, namely the environmentally friendly crude
complex and Al-Zour refinery, Sheikh Talal said at the
convention, organized by the Organization of Arab
Exporting Countries (OAPEC), in coordination with
Japan Cooperation Centre Petroleum (JCCP). The efforts
designed to stabilize the market, along with sincere
adherence on part of oil producing countries in the
Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC),
have led to noticeable improvement in the international
crude market, he continues.

This congress is being held amid rapid developments
in the global oil market. As for the State of Kuwait, it
played a positive role, over the past two years, with

respect of cutting the crude output by OPEC and non-
OPEC countries, in line with the key accord, worked out
in end of 2016, when the stakeholders agreed to cut the
production by 1.8 million barrels per day.

Turning to the vital environmentally friendly fuel and
refinery projects, Sheikh Talal dubbed them “the third
renaissance in the refining industry in the State of
Kuwait,” following the major ones in the 60s and 80s of
the past century. Elaborating, he has affirmed the state’s

approach to harness natural gas at power stations, as well
as in the renewable energy sector, noting that the first
phase of Al-Shagaya complex was recently inaugurated.
This venture is projected to put out 70 megawatts,
including 10 MW from solar panels, 10 MW from wind
turbines and 50 MW from thermal solar energy. Shagaya
venture has been launched in line with the Vision of His

Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah to secure 15 percent of the country’s energy needs
from renewable and clean sources by 2030, he said.

Various challenges
Meanwhile, Abbas Al-Naqi, OAPEC’s Secretary

General, has addressed the conference, saying that the
congress is held at a time when the petroleum industry
is facing various challenges and hurdles, on top of which
volatility of crude oil prices globally, in spite of their rel-
ative stability around fixed rates, in addition to increas-
ing burdens resulting from meeting international envi-
ronmental legislations, and other factors that affect the
global petroleum markets. In order to face these chal-
lenges, OAPEC member countries have been working
on developing the petroleum industry in general, with a
particular focus on refining and petrochemicals. This is
done through developing existing facilities in these
countries and building new ones equipped with the lat-
est technologies to contribute to the development of the
industry and boost its competitiveness so that they
become one of the most important hubs for exporting
high quality petroleum and petrochemical products to
international markets.

Simultaneously with establishing new refineries,
OAPEC members are executing many developmental
projects to upgrade the performance of existing oil
refineries, including Bahrain’s Sitra Refinery. As for the

petrochemicals industry, Arab countries managed to have
an important status in the global markets since the mid-
1990s until now. Arab countries’ total design capacity to
produce ethylene in 2018 reached about 27 million
tons/annum, while it was about 186 million tons worldwide
in 2018 compared to 177 million tons in 2017.  —KUNA
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KUWAIT: Kuwait Oil Ministry Acting Undersecretary Sheikh Talal
Nasser Al-Sabah addresses the ‘Performance Improvement of
Petroleum Downstream Industry’ conference yesterday. —KUNA

Kuwaiti pilgrims
advised to travel to
hajj using civil IDs
By Nawara Fattahova

KUWAIT: Kuwaiti pilgrims are advised to travel to hajj
using their civil IDs instead of passports for easier and
faster procedures. “Using the civil ID saves time, as they
only have to swipe it and passenger is on the way, which
is easier than stamping. Also, it allows the pilgrim to leave
from another gate if the hajj campaign arranges for it,”
said Meshaal Al-Dalk, Kuwait Airways’ Regional Director
for Gulf, during a honoring ceremony held yesterday at
the Kuwait Airways Corporation (KAC) headquarters.

According to Saudi regulations, pilgrims should enter
and leave from the special gate for hajj. “If they enter
with their passports and get a stamp, they should also
leave from the same gate. The Kuwaiti hajj campaigns
have succeeded to get exceptions when leaving Saudi
Arabia to use a different gate. We have faced problems
with those using their passport, as the procedure was
complicated due to the stamp,” Dalk added.

Kuwait Airways has 25 flights to three destinations in
Saudi Arabia during the hajj season. “We offer addition-
al flights during hajj on board of our 10 Boeing B777-
300 ER aircraft with 290 seats in economy. We have
added nine flights for departures and eight for arrivals.
KAC flies to Jeddah, Madinah and Taif. Prices of tickets
to Saudi Arabia for hajj will remain the same as last
year,” Dalk pointed out. “We have a special team of
employees in Kuwait and in Saudi Arabia to help pas-
sengers during hajj. All flights will depart from Terminal

4 of Kuwait International Airport,” he concluded.  
During the event, representatives of hajj campaigns

and travel agencies that dealt with KAC last year dur-
ing the Hajj season were feted. The media were also
awarded for supporting KAC in that period. “We held
this ceremony to express our appreciation to travel
agencies and hajj campaigns for choosing Kuwait
Airways as their carrier for hajj. We would also like to
thank the media for their coverage. This ceremony is
part of our preparations for the coming hajj period,”
stressed Ahmad Al-Ajmi, Head of the Hajj and Umrah

Committee at KAC.
KAC is providing many facilities for pilgrims. “We

provide check-in procedures for pilgrims 72 hours
prior to their flights. We also allow them to check in
their luggage 24 hours before the flight. In addition,
passengers are allowed to choose their seats 72 hours
prior to their flight,” he explained. “We have two
offices in Saudi Arabia to finalize travel procedures of
pilgrims a day in advance. The pilgrims will also
receive their luggage easily at Kuwait Airport after
returning,” Ajmi said. 

KUWAIT: Meshaal Al-Dalk, Kuwait Airways’ Regional Director for Gulf (left), speaks during a press con-
ference yesterday. —Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Natural gas
production up
to 3.5bn SCFD
KUWAIT: Minister of Oil and Minister of Electricity and
Water Khaled Al-Fadhel said yesterday that Kuwait will reach
its highest rate of natural gas production in 2031/2032, esti-
mated at 3.5 billion Standard Cubic Feet/Day. The remarks
were made by CEO of Kuwait Petroleum Corporation (KPC)
Hashem Al-Hashem, on behalf of minister Fadhel, during the
27th Annual Conference of the Gas Processing Association-
GCC Chapter held in Kuwait. He added that the future outlook
for the rich gas development will be exposed to a great
expansion in the near future when north Kuwait Jurassic fields
will be fully operational by the year of 2023/2024, bringing
Kuwait’s rich gas production up to three billion Standard
Cubic Feet/Day (SCFD).

Meanwhile, KPC executed measures to facilitate expansion
in production and achieving sustainable developments, includ-
ing launching its promising 2040 strategy for the upstream
exploration and downstream refining sector, Al-Hashem said.
He noted that natural gas has always been a major factor of
Kuwait’s economy as Kuwait has a long history of natural gas
exploration and processing that goes back to the year of 1979
where Kuwait’s first gas processing complex was commis-
sioned at Mina Al-Ahmadi refinery-KNPC. In line with KPC
strategic plan to meet the long-term fuel requirements for
Kuwait’s Growing Energy demand, Liquefied Natural Gas
(LNG) import will predominantly be the major source of fuel in
Kuwait where Kuwait’s giant LNG terminal project is coming in
the year of 2022 at Al-Zour, he said. The $2.9 billion project will
consist of eight full containment tanks with a net capacity of
225,000 m3 and a max send out rate of 3,000 BBTU/Day, he
added. LNG is “energy and environment in harmony,” and for
that reason, it was chosen to be Kuwait’s major domestic fuel
source for its economic feasibility as well as environmental
friendly impact, said the CEO. 

Fifth Gas train
Kuwait National Petroleum Company’s (KNPC) CEO

Waleed Al-Bader said that the fifth Gas train is expected to be
commissioned at the end of 2019 that will boost KNPC’s Gas
processing nameplate capacity to 3.1 billion standard cubic
feet per day (BSCFD). At his speech during the opening of the
conference, Bader said that the aim of Ethane Recovery plant
in 2008 is to supply the downstream petrochemical industry
with the required ethane feed. KNPC has commissioned its
fourth top of the art Cryogenic gas processing complex in 2015
with a capacity of 805 MMSCFD of gas, he added.

KNPC has a bright long history in the development of Gas
industry in Kuwait, which started in 1979. KNPC has been and
continues to be the sole Gas Processing sector in the nation of
Kuwait under the umbrella of Kuwait Petroleum Corporation
(KPC), Bader indicated. “Development of Kuwait Gas process-
ing industry has continued in KNPC over the years by syn-
chronization with the upstream gas exploration works, to bring
to light many significant and strategic gas treatment and pro-
cessing facilities such as Acid Gas removal unit in the year of
2000 to treat Kuwait sour Gas. Our outlook for rich gas pro-
cessing based on KPC 2040 strategy where KNPC plays a
significant role in its development representing the downstream
sector,” he confirmed.

KNPC’s vision through the downstream 2040 strategy is to
be a world-class refiner through superior operating perform-
ance by adding value to Kuwait’s hydrocarbon and meeting
domestic as well as international market demand with the high-
est products quality possible. The domestic refining 2040
strategy objectives are to enabling higher gas production.
KNPC is continuously developing and investing in its gas pro-
cessing complex to meet the expected increase in Kuwait Gas
production till 2040, which will require additional gas process-
ing and treatment facilities to be built in the future such as a
new LPG train and AGRP revamp project and operating KNPC
Facilities to the highest operational standards.

Meanwhile, Gas Processors Association Chairperson-GCC
Chapter Wadha Al-Khateeb said, GCC Chapter is hosting for
the first time this conference, which will be an opportunity of
fruitful discussions and share of knowledge. Khateeb said that
Gas Processors Association has expanded through the years
since its establishment in the nineties of the last century, where
the number of its members reached 29 companies including gas
manufacturers, suppliers and contractors. The number of work
papers submitted to this year’s conference reached a high
record of 209 papers, submitted by specialists from around the
world, 54 papers selected and will be presented in two ses-
sions. The conference program this year started two days ago
with six technical workshops for the first time in the history of
GCC chapter, she added.


