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Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

UEFA CHAMPIONS LEAGUE

Manchester City v Schalke 04 23:00

beIN SPORTS HD 2

Juventus FC v Atletico de Madrid 23:00 

beIN SPORTS HD 1

PARIS: Paris Saint-Germain players ran a gauntlet of hate
and abuse after they invited 500 of their diehard fans to
witness a training session on Sunday having earlier been
blasted as “shameless” and “spineless”.

Just days after their last-minute exit at the hands of
Manchester United in the Champions League, the
French giants’ decision to invite some fans back to the
Parc des Princes spectacularly back-fired. The squad’s
first get-together since Wednesday’s last 16 defeat was
switched after the words “Shameful! Spineless” and
“Respect us” were graffitied at their Camp de Loges
training base on Friday.

The 500 or so PSG ‘Ultras’ allowed into the ground on
Sunday then screamed “Bunch of bastards” and “Show us
your balls” towards the players on the field, according to
videos posted on social media.

Captain Thiago Silva and defender Marquinhos
attempted to calm the crowd by pleading on the public
address system but their pleas were drowned out by fur-
ther verbal abuse, newspaper Le Parisian reported.

The taunting, as well as the noise of firecrackers and
smoke bombs, echoed around the stadium and could be
heard outside the ground. PSG’s game at Nantes this
weekend was postponed although they remain well clear
of second-placed Lille and all but assured a sixth Ligue 1
title in seven seasons.

Earlier in the day PSG’s star striker Kylian Mbappe
said he was left “stunned” by PSG’s gut-wrenching mid-
week exit. Marcus Rashford’s 94th-minute penalty gave
the Red Devils a 3-1 win to send the English club through
on away goals after becoming the first team in the com-
petition’s history to overturn a 2-0 home defeat.

“I’m stunned. I haven’t been able to sleep,” Mbappe
told TF1 in an interview. “It’s difficult, we’d worked so
hard to get to this point and we’re disappointed. We’re
going to try and pick ourselves back up.”

Thomas Tuchel’s men are also through to the last four
of the French Cup, but Mbappe admitted it was hard to
look ahead to the rest of the season with the pain of
Wednesday’s defeat still raw.

“Honestly, it’s hard to give it too much thought
because the Champions League was our goal. The stadi-
um was full for a magnificent occasion, we spoiled the
party. We didn’t want to ruin it but in the end we did.”

However, the 20-year-old allayed any fears among
PSG fans that his immediate future could lie elsewhere in
the wake of the club’s latest European failure. “I think I
will be here, that’s guaranteed even,” he said. 

“With this elimination and all the problems it’s going
to create, there’s no point in my personal situation being
added to it. So there, that’s clear and precise.”
Meanwhile, in Ligue 1 on Sunday, Lille kept a firm grip on
second place, 14 points behind PSG, as Nicolas Pepe
scored his 17th league goal of the season to beat nine-
man Saint-Etienne 1-0.—AFP
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Solari uncertain over Real 
Madrid future despite victory

Real stay third in La Liga, 12 points adrift of Barcelona
VALLADOLID: Real Madrid’s losing run is over but
Santiago Solari offered no assurances over his future
after a chaotic 4-1 victory over struggling Real
Valladolid on Sunday. Asked afterwards if it could
have been his final game as coach, Solari said: “I can-
not answer that. Tomorrow we have a training session
and that is what I focus on.”

Karim Benzema scored twice, including one from
the penalty spot, between strikes from Raphael Varane
and Luka Modric as Madrid came from behind at the
Jose Zorrilla Stadium, after Anuar Tuhami had given
Valladolid a deserved first-half lead. 

They could have been four up had VAR not twice
cancelled out goals from Sergi Guardiola, who later
also hit the post, while Ruben Alcaraz blasted an early
penalty over the crossbar. 

It was a frantic opening half an hour to a frenzied
night, which began with the lights going out after a
power fai lure before kick-off and ended with
Casemiro being sent off, only for Modric to add
Madrid’s fourth. 

Real stay third in La Liga, 12 points adrift of
Barcelona and five behind Atletico. Valladolid were the
opponents for Solari’s first league game in charge
back in November when another rather flattering 2-0
victory set the team off on a run of eight wins from
nine games. 

But three consecutive defeats at home, to
Barcelona twice and Ajax in the Champions League,
meant any sense of success this time was muted. “It
has been a difficult week for everyone, for the players
too,” Solari said. 

“The first 20 minutes reflected that and it cost us,
but the rest of the game they showed their profession-
alism, their spirit and how well they have reacted to
adversity.” The result was emphatic but, against a
Valladolid side that had scored only once in their last

five games, the performance less convincing, with club
president Florentino Perez watching on in the stands. 

“It is difficult for everyone,” said Real defender
Nacho. “The relationship (with Solari) right now is
complicated because things are not working out.”
Solari’s tenure will almost certainly end in the summer
and perhaps sooner, if either results take another turn
for the worse or a suitable replacement can be found.
Jose Mourinho and Zinedine Zidane were both linked
with returns last week. 

Gareth Bale, Vinicius Junior and Lucas Vazquez
were all injured but there was still no place in the
squad for Isco while Sergio Ramos also missed out
suspended. Valladolid might have been four up in the
first 29 minutes but Madrid had to VAR to thank,
twice, after Alacaraz had already blasted his second-
minute penalty high over the crossbar. 

Alvaro Odriozola had been caught the wrong side
of Oscar Plano after a simple ball over the top as
Valladolid were cutting through with ease, particularly
down the flanks.  Guardiola was on the receiving end
but saw two goals ruled out for offside, the first a tap-
in and the second a header, as Valladolid’s fans could
hardly believe they were not ahead.

Finally, they were, as Guardiola this time supplied
the cross from the right, with Anuar unmarked at the
back post. The cheer for Madrid kicking off, confirma-
tion VAR had not intervened, was almost as loud as for
the finish. 

Solari shook his head but his team improved and
were somehow level at half-time, as Nacho’s jump for
a high ball prevented Jordi Masip from a clean catch
and Varane was perfectly-placed to poke in. Anuar
could have put Valladolid back in front but, through
one-on-one, was put off by Thibaut Courtois and
Madrid responded by scoring twice in eight minutes.

Benzema claimed both, the first from the spot after

Odriozola proved too quick for Plano and then from
six yards, with a superb, albeit unchallenged, glancing
header.  Guardiola’s rotten night continued as he
volleyed onto the post before Casemiro earned a sec-
ond yellow card with ten minutes left for standing in

front of a free-kick. 
But Valladolid were running on empty and Modric

wrapped it up. One step-over was enough to fool
Joaquin Fernandez as the Croatian guided a fourth
into the far corner. — AFP

VALLADOLID: Real Madrid’s French forward Karim Benzema shoots a penalty kick to score a goal during the
Spanish league football match between Real Valladolid FC and Real Madrid CF at the Jose Zorrilla stadium in
Valladolid on Sunday. —AFP

DOHA: The United Arab Emirates Football Association
was fined $150,000 and its national team ordered to
play a home game behind closed doors after sandal-
throwing local fans marred an Asian Cup clash against
Qatar, the Asian Football Confederation said yesterday.

Eventual champions Qatar defeated hosts UAE 4-0

in the semi-final of the continental championship on
Jan. 29, a game in which forward Almoez Ali was pelted
with footwear as he celebrated his team’s second goal.

Qatar’s last two scorers-captain Hassan Al-Haydos
and Hamid Ismail-were also the target of missiles at the
Mohammed bin Zayed Stadium in Abu Dhabi. The AFC
said the UAE FA was penalised under a number of arti-
cles under its disciplinary code, including liability for
spectator conduct (article 65) and organisation of
matches (article 64).

“The AFC Disciplinary and Ethics Committee has
sanctioned the UAE FA with a fine of $150,000 follow-
ing the incidents that occurred during their Asian Cup
semi-final match against Qatar,” Asian soccer’s govern-
ing body said in a statement.

“In addition, the UAE FA has also been ordered to
play one match without spectators... which will come
into effect during their next match played on the terri-
tory of the UAE during the AFC Asian Cup 2023 (quali-
fiers).” Fans had also jeered throughout the Qatar
national anthem with dozens of Emiratis sitting for its
duration before standing for the UAE anthem. The UAE,
Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, and Egypt cut political and trade
ties with Qatar in June 2017 over allegations Doha sup-
ports terrorism, a charge that Qatar denies.

The AFC said the UAE FA must settle the fine within
30 days and warned it that any future violations may
lead to more severe punishment. Qatar sealed their first
continental title with a stunning 3-1 win over four-times
champions Japan in the final.  — Reuters
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LONDON: Weekend pitch invasions in England and
Scotland have raised fears for player safety with those in
the game warning of potential tragedy unless firm action
was taken to tackle the problem and the governing FA
saying a line had been crossed.

Professional Footballers’ Association (PFA) chief
executive Gordon Taylor said there was real concern
after “cowardly and criminal” attacks on players by
spectators running onto the field of play.

Aston Villa’s Jack Grealish was punched in the face by
a man in a Championship (second tier) game at local
rivals Birmingham City while Manchester United defend-
er Chris Smalling was shoved at Arsenal.

In Scotland, Rangers captain James Tavernier was
attacked at Hibernian. Individuals have been charged in
relation to all three incidents. “We have seen an increase
in such behaviour at clubs this season. It’s been racist
abuse, anti-Semitism and now its real fear for the safety
of players,” Taylor told Sky Sports News television.

“We have been warned now on too many occasions.
This has got to be dealt with by the football bodies, the
police, the stewards and the clubs. There is a total
responsibility. “We have got to address it now. If not, it is
going to be too late and there is going to be a tragedy.”

The English Football Association condemned
Sunday’s incidents as entirely unacceptable. “We will be
working with the clubs, the leagues and the police to
discuss what collectively needs to be done to protect
players and officials on the pitch,” it added.

The FA said it had also written to Birmingham City
and Arsenal for their observations and details of the
security measures they had in place. Sports Minister
Mims Davies had earlier called on the football authori-
ties and clubs to take strong action.

“Protecting players’ safety is of paramount impor-
tance and every possible step must be taken to ensure
that they are not put at risk,” she added in a statement.
Taylor mentioned a range of possible options, including
fines, points deductions and playing behind closed doors
and said spectators also needed to be educated about
the consequences of their behaviour.

Rangers’ manager, and former England captain,
Steven Gerrard said there was ‘huge concern’ and
agreed fans had to play their part. “Fans have to take
responsibility and think before they do these type of
things, because if it continues someone is going to get
hurt and hurt badly, and no-one wants it to get to that
stage,” he told reporters.

With rising knife crime and deaths from stabbings
in the headlines, former England striker Alan Shearer
feared an escalation. “If we don’t stamp it out now,
next time it could be a knife,” he warned in the Sun
newspaper.—Reuters

LONDON:  As Arsenal played out the final stages of
a hugely significant 2-0 victory over Manchester
United to propel themselves back into the Premier
League top four, cries of “Tottenham Hotspur we’re
coming for you” rang out around the Emirates.

A 10-point gap between the north London rivals
has been whittled down to one in the space of four
games courtesy of defeats for Spurs against Burnley,
Chelsea and Southampton. With eight games of the
campaign to go, the fight for automatic Champions
League qualification next season looks set to go
down to the wire, with Spurs, Arsenal, Manchester
United and Chelsea in desperate need of the revenue
and prestige that brings for their own reasons.

Only four points separate Tottenham in third
and Chelsea in sixth, but the Blues also have a
game in hand at home to Brighton, where victory
would allow them to move level on points with
Arsenal in fourth.

A first domestic defeat for caretaker manager Ole
Gunnar Solskjaer  on Sunday has interrupted

United’s momentum but they remain the form side of
the chasing pack since the Norwegian took charge
in mid-December-cutting the gap to the top four
from 11 points down to two.

Tottenham defied World Cup fatigue, injuries to
key players and coped with no new signings and a
second season in their temporary home at Wembley
for so long that just two weeks ago they were still
being touted for an unlikely title challenge.

Despite reaching the quarter-f inals  of  the
Champions League, however, it appears the effects
of a long season for a small squad may finally be
starting to take hold as after dominating the first 45
minutes against  struggl ing Southampton on
Saturday, Spurs imploded after the break to manag-
er Mauricio Pochettino’s ire.

“In the first half we played like the quarter-finals,
or the best eight teams in Europe, but in the second
half we need to watch the game, analyse, and be
critical of ourselves,” said the Argentine, hinting he
needs to be backed with funds to improve his squad
in the summer, should he remain in charge.

“Maybe we need to understand that it is our limit
to be there (fighting for top four). If it is our limit we
need to take some decisions in the future.” Yet, with
the club’s new stadium finally ready, at a reported
cost of £1 billion ($1.3 billion), the level of invest-
ment in the squad will  be highly dependent on
securing Champions League cash. Pochettino’s men
do have the slight relief of a three-week break now
to regroup, but their next league game is a daunting
one away to Liverpool and they also travel to title-
chasing Manchester City next month.—AFP
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DORTMUND: File photo shows Tottenham’s Argentine coach Mauricio Pochettino gestures as Dortmund’s German
midfielder Mario Goetze controls the ball during the UEFA Champions League round of 16 second leg football match
between BVB Borussia Dortmund and Tottenham Hotspur on March 5, 2019 in Dortmund, western Germany.  — AFP
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