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KRANJSKA GORA: Marcel Hirscher made
certain of his eighth consecutive overall World
Cup crown when he completed his second run
in the slalom in Kranjska Gora in Slovenia yes-
terday. The Austrian began the day with a
huge lead in the overall standings over Alexis
Pinturault of France with five races to go.
Hirscher was sixth after the first run. He
stayed on his feet and recorded a time that
ensured he would collect enough points to
win his 20th crystal globe.

After al l  the competitors had finished,
Hirscher was third behind winner Ramon
Zenhaeusern of Switzerland and Norwegian
Henrik Kristoffersen. Pinturault was seventh.
The result means Hirscher is 509 points ahead
of Pinturault with four races left, one of them a
downhill-a discipline in which neither skier
has ever finished on a World Cup podium, and
a maximum of 400 points to ski for.

The huge Zenhaeusern, who stands 2
metres (6’7”) tall, was only seventh after the
first run but was fastest in the second to beat
Kristoffersen by 1.15sec, for a first career
slalom victory, although the Swiss skier has
won two World Cup city knockout races.  

Kristoffersen, who had won his last three
races, seemed set to add to his streak when
he led by almost half a second after the first
run but was only 24th second time down. In
third, Hirscher took his 138th career podium
despite a much less convincing performance
than usual. 

But, in his competition with the legends of
skiing history, the Austrian further increased
his lead. He already held the record for most
overall titles. He now has two more than the
second most successful  skier in history,
another Austrian Annemarie Moser-Proell,
who won six large globes. The most successful
man had been Marc Girardelli of Luxembourg,
with five. American Lindsey Vonn and Austrian
Hermann Maier both won four.

With 68 race victories in the World Cup,
Hirscher, who turned 30 a week ago, can aim
for the record of 86 set by Sweden’s Ingemar
Stenmark, if he is prepared to keep going long
enough. The Austrian suggested at the time
that the World Championships in Are in
Sweden in February, where he won a fifth indi-
vidual title, would be his last, and is mulling
retirement after this season. He has talked of
the pressure from Austrian fans and the loneli-
ness of the circuit. 

World Cup standings after Sunday’s 
slalom in Kranjska Gora:

Overall (after 34 of 38 races): 1. Marcel
Hirscher (AUT) 1,508 pts, 2. Alexis Pinturault
(FRA) 999, 3. Henrik Kristoffersen (NOR)
988, 4. Dominik Paris (ITA) 750, 5. Beat
Feuz  (SUI)  653 , 6 . Vincent  Kr iechmayr
(AUT) 634, 7. Aleksander Aamodt Ki lde
(NOR) 587, 8. Mauro Caviezel (SUI) 566, 9.
Marco Schwarz (AUT) 560, 10. Daniel Yule
(SUI) 491

Slalom after (12 of 13 races):
1. Marcel Hirscher (AUT) 768 pts, 2. Daniel

Yule (SUI) 491, 3=. Ramon Zenhaeusern (SUI)
471, 3=. Henrik Kristoffersen (NOR) 471, 5.
Clement Noel (FRA) 451. — AFP

Hirscher seals 
eighth straight 
overall WCup title

Handscomb hundred and Turner
blitz help Australia to level series

Dhawan roars back into form with a career-best 143 
MOHALI:  Peter Handscomb struck his maiden ODI
hundred and Ashton Turner smashed a blistering 84 not
out to secure Australia’s series-levelling four-wicket
victory against India in the high-scoring fourth one-
day international in Mohali yesterday.

Chasing a steep 359 to stay alive in the series,
Australia were 12-2 in the fourth over before
Handscomb (117) and Usman Khawaja raised 192 runs
to put their chase back on track. Turner then exploded
down the order, clobbering six sixes and five fours in
his charmed 43-ball blitz as Australia romped home
with 13 balls to spare.

Earlier, Rohit Sharma (95) narrowly missed his cen-
tury but Shikhar Dhawan roared back into form with a
career-best 143 to help India post a commanding 358-9
after electing to bat first.

Dhawan went into the match having totalled 41 runs
from his last five outings in limited-overs cricket, a run
drought he ended with his 16th ODI hundred, raising
193 runs with fellow opener Rohit in the process.

Rohit clubbed a couple of sixes and seven bound-
aries to inch close to his century before his front-foot
pull off Jhye Richardson found Handscomb at midwick-
et. Dhawan hit three sixes and 18 boundaries, stepping
out even to the fast bowlers in a dominant display of
batting. Pat Cummins ended the boundary carnage by
bowling him out. Rishabh Pant, replacing the rested

Mahendra Singh Dhoni in one of the four changes to
the India squad, made 36 before falling to Cummins (5-
70) who claimed his maiden five-wicket haul in ODIs.

Australia, missing all-rounder Marcus Stoinis
through a thumb injury, were jolted early in their chase.
Bhuvneshwar Kumar breached Aaron Finch’s defence
to dismiss the Australia captain for a duck in the first
over and Jasprit Bumrah yorked Shaun Marsh in the
fourth. Khawaja and Handscomb defied India for nearly
30 overs and did not panic even as the required run
rate climbed above nine. Kuldeep Yadav denied
Khawaja his second century of the series, dismissing
the opener for 91. Handscomb brought up his hundred
off 92 balls to keep Australia on course, with the
tourists needing 98 from the last 10 overs with six
wickets in hand.

Yuzvendra Chahal eventually ended Handscomb’s
105-ball knock, which included three sixes and eight
fours. Glenn Maxwell (23) could not provide the late
assault but Turner tore into the Indian attack with some
breathtaking power-hitting.

He needed 33 balls to bring up his maiden ODI fifty
though was lucky to be dropped twice in three balls in
the 47th over sent down by Kumar having also survived
a stumping chance earlier in his knock. The teams now
move to New Delhi for the decisive fifth and final match
of the series on Wednesday. — Reuters

MOHALI: India cricketer Kuldeep Yadav (2R) celebrates the wicket of Australia cricketer Glenn Maxwell (R) during
the fourth one-day international (ODI) cricket match between India and Australia at the Punjab Cricket Association
Stadium in Mohali yesterday. —AFP

WELLINGTON: New Zealand short-ball maestro Neil
Wagner believed a result in the rain-affected second
Test against Bangladesh was still “definitely possible”
after New Zealand trailed by 173 at stumps on day
three in Wellington yesterday. 

New Zealand reached 38 for two in reply to
Bangladesh’s first innings 211 after the first two days
were washed out. Thirteen wickets fell in the 72 overs
possible, leading New Zealand’s chief wicket-taker
Wagner to think there was still time to force a result in
the remaining two days.

“It’s definitely possible,” Wagner said having
removed the cream of the Bangladesh side with four for
28. “If we keep taking it session by session and get our-
selves into the lead and pile on whatever we can, any-
thing is possible.”

New Zealand will resume today with Ross Taylor on
19 and Kane Williamson on 10. Tamim Iqbal gave the
tourists a sound start with 74 as Bangladesh reached
119 for one before the next nine wickets fell for just 92
runs.  New Zealand, in reply, were reduced to eight for
two as Abu Jayed claimed both openers cheaply, but
Williamson and Taylor steadied the innings before the
rain returned to force an early close. 

Williamson, who won the toss, had no hesitation in
bowling first on a green wicket but it did not hold the

demons that conditions suggested. Tamim and Shadman
Islam put on 75 for the first wicket-their third consecu-
tive fifty-plus stand as new-ball pair Boult and Tim
Southee were unable to generate much swing or effec-
tive seam movement. 

Once they were out of the attack the wickets began
to fall with Colin de Grandhomme accounting for
Shadman for 27 before Wagner weaved his magic. “I
tried to pitch my first over up and went for 10 runs so
there wasn’t a lot of swing or a lot of movement at that
point of time,” Wagner said explaining why he reverted
to his favoured short deliveries.

“Obviously, I wanted to try and make the most out of
the bounce ... and try and get nicks, try and get a glove
and see if it goes through to BJ (Watling) and luckily it
worked on the day.” Unlike the first Test when the

Bangladesh batsmen were troubled by the menacing
height he extracted from the pitch, this time they were
the architects of their own downfall with the wickets
coming from injudicious pull shots or unnecessary leg
side flicks.  “Batsmen have to think before playing their
shots,” said Liton Das, the second highest scorer with
33. “We know (Wagner) will bowl short from where you
have very little to do. Sometimes the only way to tackle
him is by leaving the deliveries. If we can focus more
against him and leave him more, it might help us.”

In a telling 13-ball spell either side of lunch, Wagner
first removed Mominul Haque (15) and Mohammad
Mithun (three) before the break and soon after the
resumption took the key wicket of Tamim, who top-
edged an attempted pull shot.  Boult mopped up the tail
with three wickets for four runs in nine balls. — AFP

Result ‘definitely 
possible’ as NZ 
reach 38 for two

SCOREBOARD

Bangladesh first innings
Tamim Iqbal c Southee b N Wagner 74
Shadman Islam c Taylor b de Grandhomme 27
Mominul Haque c Watling b Wagner 15
M. Mithun c Watling b Wagner 3
Soumya Sarkar c Watling b Henry 20
Mahmudullah c de Grandhomme b Wagner 13
Liton Das c Williamson b Southee 33
Taijul Islam lbw Boult 8
Mustafizur Rahman b Boult 0
Abu Jayed b Boult 4
Ebadat Hossain not out 0
Extras: (b4, lb7, wd2, nb1) 14

Total: (all out, 61 overs) 211 
Fall of wickets: 1-75 (Shadman), 2-119 (Mominul), 3-127
(Mithun), 4-134 (Tamim), 5-152 (Soumya), 6-168
(Mahmudullah), 7-206 (Taijul), 8-206 (Rahman), 9-207 (Das),
10-211 (Jayed)
Bowling: Boult 11-3-38-3, Southee 15-2-52-1 (2w, 1nb), de
Grandhomme 7-0-15-1, Henry 15-0-67-1, Wagner 13-4-28-4.

New Zealand: Jeet Raval, Tom Latham, Kane Williamson (capt),
Ross Taylor, Henry Nicholls, BJ Watling, Colin de Grandhomme,
Matt Henry, Tim Southee, Neil Wagner, Trent Boult.
Series: New Zealand lead 1-0

Scoreboard at the end of the Bangladesh first innings on day three of the rain-shorted second Test against New Zealand in
Wellington.

By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: The tournament of Sheikh Jaber Al-Abdallah Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah Cup  concluded at Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Olympic Shooting
Complex in the presence of patron representative Sheikh Abdallah Al-
Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah, President of Kuwait and Arab Shooting
Federations Eng Duaij Khalaf Al-Otaibi, Secretary General Obeid
Munahi Al-Osaimi, Assistant Secretary Eng Mohammad Misfer Al-
Ghurba and board members.
Competitions continued for three days in the 10 meter pistol and rifle as
well as Olympic archery.
Results of the tournament were as follow:
In the 10m air rif le men: Abdullah Al-Harbi, Khalid Ibrahim,
Mohammad Adel.
In the 10m air pistol men: Ali Al-Mutairi, Hassan Abdulmajed, Saad
Nughegan.
In the 10m air rifle women: Maryam Arzouqi, Yara Al-Khalaf, Fatemah
Abdulmalek.
In the 10m air pistol women: Amera Awad, Sundos Al-Hamad, Maryam
Al-Kandari.
Olympic Archery men: Abdallah Taha, Faisal Sendi, Abdallah Al-Harby.
Olympic Archery men - compound: Abdallah Malallah, Salem Al-
Saeed, Amer Al-Hajiri.
Archery - open category: Hatem Al-Osaimi, Suad Al-Bahar, Mohammad Munahi.

Sheikh Jaber Al-Abdallah Al-Sabah Cup concludes

SYDNEY: David Warner smashed a rapid-fire
century for his Sydney club side on his return
from elbow surgery, reinforcing his destructive
abilities ahead of the World Cup in England. The
opener plundered seven sixes and four fours in
his 77-ball onslaught for Randwick-Petersham,
better known as the Randy Petes, in a one-day
game against Penrith that they lost.

He was finally caught during Saturday’s match,
in front of a few dozen fans, off the bowling of 18-
year-old left-armer Henry Railz, the Cricket
Australia website reported. Year-long ball-tam-

pering bans from state and international for
Warner and former Australian skipper Steve
Smith run out on March 28.

They were both left out of Australia’s squad on
Friday for the upcoming one-day series against
Pakistan despite being eligible for the final two
games. Selector Trevor Hohns said they would be
better served easing their way back at the Indian
Premier League, which gets under way this
month. Both men were forced to pull out of the
Bangladesh Premier League Twenty20 tourna-
ment in January with elbow injuries and they
underwent surgery. Smith’s injury was worse than
Warner’s and he is yet to return, although he
picked up a bat again and had a session at the
Sydney Cricket Ground last week.

“We all know they’re two of the better players
in world cricket,” Hohns told reporters on Friday.
“So it’s only natural we will take them seriously
into consideration when we pick our World Cup
squad. The main thing for them and us is to have
them playing competitive cricket.” —AFP

Warner smacks 
ton on return 
from surgery


