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with passenger belongings, human remains, and air-
plane parts around a massive crater at the point of
impact. “I was near the river near the crash site. Shortly
after the crash police and a fire crew from a nearby air
force camp came and extinguished the plane’s flames
on the ground,” Dechasa said. “The plane was in flames
in its rear side shortly before the crash. The plane was
swerving erratically before the crash.”

The Boeing 737-800MAX was brand new, delivered
to state-owned Ethiopian Airways on November 15,
said the carrier, Africa’s largest. The plane is the same
type as the Indonesian Lion Air jet that crashed last
October, 13 minutes after takeoff from Jakarta, killing all
189 people on board. Foreign governments said
tourists, business people, doctors, and a Kenyan foot-
ball official were among the dead.

Also on board was at least one staff member of the
UN Environment Program meeting in Nairobi from
today for an annual assembly of 4,700 heads of state,
ministers, business leaders, senior UN officials and civil
society representatives. “As many of you have already
heard, at least one of our colleagues is unaccounted
for,” UNEP acting head Joyce Msuya said in a message
to staff, adding more losses are feared.

Ethiopian Airlines said the plane had taken off at
8:38 am (0538 GMT) from Bole International Airport
and “lost contact” six minutes later. It came down near
Tulu Fara village outside the town of Bishoftu. The car-
rier, which changed its logo on Twitter to black and
white from its trademark green, yellow, and red, said
“there are no survivors”. “We can only hope that she is
not on that flight,” Peter Kimani, who had come to fetch
his sister at Nairobi’s JKIA, told AFP after news of the

disaster reached those waiting in the arrivals hall.
Loved ones were later brought to the onsite

Sheraton Hotel where they were debriefed and offered
counselling. Journalists were not allowed in, but could
hear sobbing from inside. Ethiopian Airlines said Kenya
had the largest number of casualties with 32, followed
by Canada with 18, Ethiopia nine, then Italy, China, and
the United States with eight each. Britain and France
each had seven people on board, Egypt six, and
Germany five. Twelve countries in Africa and 14 in
Europe had citizens among the victims.

African Union commission chief Moussa Faki Mahamat
spoke of “utter shock and immense sadness”, while
Mahboub Maalim, executive secretary of the IGAD East
African bloc, said the region and the world were in
mourning. “I cannot seem to find words comforting
enough to the families and friends of those who might
have lost their lives in this tragedy,” Maalim said in a state-
ment. Sympathy messages also came from the govern-
ments of Ethiopia, Kenya, Uganda, Britain and Germany.

GebreMariam said the plane had flown in from
Johannesburg earlier yesterday, spent three hours in
Addis and was “dispatched with no remark”, meaning
no problems were flagged. Asked if the pilot had made
a distress call, the CEO said “the pilot mentioned that
he had difficulties and he wants to return. He was given
clearance” to turn around. The senior captain, Yared
Getachew, had some 8,000 flight hours under his belt.
Ethiopian and American investigators will probe the
crash, said GebreMariam.

The last major accident involving an Ethiopian
Airlines passenger plane was a Boeing 737-800 that
exploded after taking off from Lebanon in 2010, killing
83 passengers and seven crew. For one family member
waiting in Nairobi there was a happy ending. Khalid Ali
Abdulrahman was waiting for his son who works in
Dubai and feared the worst when a security official told
him the plane had crashed. “I was shocked, but shortly
after, my son contacted me and told me he is still in
Addis and did not board that flight, he is waiting for the
second one which has been delayed.” — Agencies 
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or exit Kuwait unless they have a valid passport and
civil ID. He said those who have a residency sticker in
their passports issued before the implementation of this

decision will be exempted from presenting the civil ID,
provided their residency permit is valid.

Meanwhile, the Public Authority for Civil Information
(PACI) has stopped issuing civil IDs to all expats and
stipulated that they refer to the interior ministry and
present their original passport to update their Latin name
for the renewal application to be accepted and ID card
issued. The names in Latin of many expats in the min-
istry’s database do not match those on their passports, as
earlier the names were only in Arabic in the residency
information, and were based on PACI’s translation.

New iqama process 
begins; names on...

Continued from Page 1

alleged violations which cost public funds millions
of dollars in losses.

He said that he was surprised that he got the
answers from the Kuwait Ports Authority directly with-
out passing through the two ministers. Adasani said the
authority’s letter told him that it was illegal for him to
interfere in the issue since it is being tackled by the
judiciary. The lawmaker however said that even if the
issue is being handled by the judiciary, it does not pre-
vent him from exposing the violations, since public
funds had been stolen. He said that he has got all the
necessary documents to prove all the financial viola-
tions that have taken place since the fund was estab-
lished over 10 years ago.

Meanwhile, head of the National Assembly’s human
rights committee MP Adel Al-Damkhi said the commit-
tee held a meeting with officials of the national human
rights commission and discussed why the commission

has not been set up yet. He said the panel found that
the commission, the law of which was passed four years
ago, was still ink on paper and nothing functional on the
ground.

The commission has no premises or budget or even
an internal charter, which were supposed to have been
finalized six months after the law was issued. Damkhi
also said that a draft law passed by the committee last
month giving sweeping civil and social rights to thou-
sands of stateless people (bedoons) will be debated in
the Assembly after arrangements with the government.
The bill grants bedoons the right to education, medical
care, official marriage certificates and others.

MP Osama Al-Shaheen yesterday sent a series of
questions to Minister of Public Works and Housing
Jenan Bushehri about investigations launched into the
damage caused by torrential rains in November last
year. He asked the minister how many investigation
committees have been formed by the ministry of public
works or the roads authority or any other bodies and
wanted to know the outcome of those investigations.

The lawmaker asked the minister about administra-
tive and technical measures taken in the face of short-
comings exposed by the rains. He also asked if any
public employee has been penalized over the problems
associated with the rains.
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Earlier surveys released in January, before the most
recent tension with Pakistan, showed the BJP and its allies
emerging as the largest group in the election but falling
short of a majority. In 2014’s general election, the BJP won
282 out of 543 contested seats - the strongest showing for
any political party in three decades. However, the main
opposition Congress party, which late last year ousted the
BJP from power in three largely rural states, is trying to
band together with regional and caste-based parties to oust
Modi. Congress, controlled by the Nehru-Gandhi dynasty
that ruled India for most of its post-independence history, is
banking on voter resentment to propel the opposition
alliance to victory.

The recent clashes between India and Pakistan were
triggered after a Feb 14 suicide bombing that killed 40
Indian paramilitary police in the northern region of Kashmir
claimed by both countries. A Pakistan-based militant group
claimed responsibility for the attack and India accused
Pakistan of complicity - a charge Pakistan denies. Aerial

confrontations between the nuclear-armed nations ensued
and, although questions have been raised about how effec-
tive the Indian military action actually was, Modi’s approval
rating soared.

“For the first time I will vote for Narendra Modi, because
I like what he has done against Pakistan,” said Anjali Tivari
as she was picking up her son from school in Mumbai. “I’m
impressed. He gave the right answer to Pakistan.” HSBC
Securities and Capital Markets said in a note that national
security and nationalism could trump economic issues in
determining voters preferences. Arora, the chief election
commissioner, said three special observers would be
deployed in the northern Jammu and Kashmir state, where
India is battling multiple insurgencies and where elections
are usually marred by violence. Votes will be counted on
May 23, he said.

He also said Facebook, Twitter, Google and WhatsApp
have committed to cracking down on fake news by deploy-
ing fact checkers and grievance officers. There has been
mounting concern in India that political party workers could
spread false news on the social media platforms to sway
voters. WhatsApp has in particular become a key campaign
tool used widely by both leading parties. The commission
has also set up a separate team to monitor expenditure of
political parties after a record spend in the 2014 election.
Many parties understate their expenses and monitoring has
been difficult in the past. — Reuters 

India to hold 
mega-election...

WASHINGTON: A text-generating “bot” nicknamed
Tobi produced nearly 40,000 news stories about the
results of the Nov 2018 elections in Switzerland for the
media giant Tamedia - in just five minutes. These kinds of
artificial intelligence programs - available for nearly a
decade - are becoming more widespread as news
organizations turn to them to produce stories, personal-
ize news delivery and in some cases sift through data to
find important news.

Tobi wrote on vote results for each of Switzerland’s
2,222 municipalities, in both French and German, for the
country’s largest media group, according to a paper pre-
sented last month at the Computation + Journalism con-
ference in Miami. A similar automated program called
Heliograf has enabled The Washington Post daily to cov-
er some 500 election races, along with local sports and
business, since 2014.

“We’ve seen a greater acceptance of the potential
for artificial intelligence, or robo-journalism, in news-
rooms around the world,” said Damian Radcliffe, a
University of Oregon professor who follows consumer
trends and business models for journalism. “These sys-
tems can offer speed and accuracy and potentially sup-
port the realities of smaller newsrooms and the time
pressures of journalists.”

News organizations say the bots are not intended to
displace human reporters or editors but rather to help
free them from the most monotonous tasks, such as
sports results and earnings reports. Jeremy Gilbert,

director of strategic initiatives at The Washington Post,
said Heliograf was developed as a tool to help the news-
paper’s editorial team. “The Post has an incredible team
of reporters and editors and we didn’t want to replace
them,” Gilbert told AFP.

‘Is this something we can automate?’ 
Gilbert said the bot can deliver and update stories

more quickly as they develop, allowing reporters to con-
centrate on other tasks, and that reaction has been gen-
erally positive. “The surprise was that a lot of people
came up and said, ‘I do this story every week; is this
something we can automate?’” Gilbert said. “These
weren’t stories that anyone wanted to do.”

Similar conversations are going on in newsrooms
around the world. The Norwegian news agency NTB
automated sports reports to get match results delivered
within 30 seconds. The Los Angeles Times developed a
“quakebot” that quickly distributes news articles on tem-
blors in the region and also uses an automated system as
part of its Homicide Report.

The Associated Press has been automating quarterly
earnings reports for some 3,000 listed companies,
allowing the news agency to expand from what had been
just a few hundred, and this year announced plans with
its partner Automated Insights to deliver computer-gen-
erated previews of college basketball games. Rival news
agency Reuters last year announced the launch of Lynx
Insight, which uses automated data analysis to identify

trends and anomalies and to suggest stories reporters
should write. 

Bloomberg’s computerized system called Cyborg
“dissects a company’s earnings the moment they appear”
and produces within seconds a “mini-wrap with all the
numbers and a lot of context,” editor-in-chief John
Micklethwait wrote last year, noting that one-fourth of
the agency’s content “has some degree of automation.”
France’s Le Monde and its partner Syllabs deployed a
computer program that generated 150,000 web pages
covering 36,000 municipalities in the 2015 elections.
One advantage of using algorithmically generated stories
is that they can also be “personalized”, or delivered to
the relevant localities, which can be useful for elections
and sports coverage. 

Investigative robo-reporter? 
While news professionals acknowledge the limits of

computer programs, they also note that automated sys-
tems can sometimes accomplish things humans can’t. The
Atlanta Journal-Constitution used a data journalism team
to uncover 450 cases of doctors who were brought
before medical regulators or courts for sexual miscon-
duct, finding that nearly half remained licensed to prac-
tice medicine. The newspaper used machine learning, an
artificial intelligence tool, to analyze each case and
assign a “probability rating” on sexual misconduct, which
was then reviewed by a team of journalists.

Studies appear to indicate consumers accept comput-

er-generated stories, which are mostly labeled as such. A
report prepared by researcher Andreas Graefe for
Columbia University’s Tow Center said one study of Dutch
readers found that the label of computer-generated “had
no effect on people’s perceptions of quality.” A second
study of German readers, Graefe said, found that “auto-
mated articles were rated as more credible,” although
human-written news scored higher for “readability.”

Robot apocalypse? 
Even though journalists and robots appear to be

helping each other, fears persist about artificial intelli-
gence spinning out of control and costing journalists’
jobs. In February, researchers at the nonprofit center
OpenAI announced they had developed an automatic
text generator so good that it is keeping details private
for now. The researchers said the program could be used
for nefarious purposes, including to generate fake news
articles, impersonating others online, and automate fake
content on social media.

But Meredith Broussard, a professor of data jour-
nalism at New York University, said she does not see
any immediate threats of robots taking over news-
rooms. She said there are many positive applications
of AI in the newsroom, but that for now, most pro-
grams handle “the most boring” stories. “There are
some jobs that are going to be automated, but overall,
I’m not worried about the robot apocalypse in the
newsroom,” she said. — AFP 

Robo-journalism gains traction 
in a shifting media landscape

RAMALLAH: Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas
appointed long-time ally Mohammad Shtayyeh as prime
minister yesterday, a senior official said, in a move seen
as part of efforts to further isolate Hamas. Abbas asked
Shtayyeh, a member of the central committee of the
Palestinian president’s Fatah party, to form a new gov-
ernment, Fatah vice president Mahmoud Al-Aloul told
AFP. Official Palestinian news agency WAFA also
reported the move.

Some analysts view bringing in Shtayyeh to replace
outgoing prime minister Rami Hamdallah as part of
Abbas’ efforts to further isolate political rival Hamas, the
Islamist movement that runs the Gaza Strip. Shtayyeh,
61, is a long-term Abbas ally, while Hamdallah was polit-
ically independent. The previous government was
formed during a period of improved relations and had
the backing of Hamas.

This government is instead expected to be dominat-
ed by Fatah, though other smaller parties will be repre-
sented. Hamas will not be included. Hamas said the
appointment reflected “Abbas’s unilateralism and
monopoly of power”. “Hamas stresses that it does not
recognize this separatist government because it was
formed without national consensus,” spokesman Fawzi
Barhoum said in a statement. Shtayyeh has been part of
a number of Palestinian negotiating teams in US-bro-
kered talks with Israel, and is a former government min-

ister. He is also an academic and economics professor.
Hamdallah’s government submitted its resignation in

late January, though it has continued on an interim basis.
Abbas remains the primary decision-maker and inter-
locutor with the international community. Palestinian
politics has essentially been paralyzed since 2007, when
Islamist group Hamas seized control of the Gaza Strip
from Abbas’s forces in a near civil war, a year after win-
ning parliamentary elections.

Since then Abbas’ governments have maintained lim-
ited self-rule in the occupied West Bank, while Hamas
has led a rival administration in Gaza. Abbas has recent-
ly been in conflict with US President Donald Trump’s
administration, which is expected to release its long-
awaited peace in the coming months. Abbas froze ties
with the White House after Trump declared Jerusalem
Israel’s capital in 2017.

Trump has since then taken a series of steps against
the Palestinians, including cutting some $500 million in
aid. Palestinian leaders call it an attempt to blackmail them
into accepting a plan that they believe will destroy their
hopes for independent statehood. They view Trump’s
administration as blatantly biased in favor of Israel.

Abbas won a four-year term as president in 2005,
but he has since remained in office without further elec-
tions. The 83-year-old who has had recent health issues
has not publicly lined up a successor and the move to
name Shtayyeh could put him among the potential can-
didates. Others mentioned as possible successors
include Al-Aloul, Palestine Liberation Organization sec-
retary-general Saeb Erekat, senior Fatah official Jibril
Rajoub and head of Palestinian intelligence Majid Faraj.
Polls show the most popular Palestinian leader is
Marwan Barghouti, but he is serving five life sentences
in an Israeli jail for allegedly organizing and authorizing
a series of killings of Israelis.  — AFP 
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CAIRO: Egyptian President Abdel Fattah Al-Sisi warned
yesterday against the dangers of protesting, in the wake of
widespread demonstrations in Algeria and neighboring
Sudan. Sisi, who regularly evokes political stability to draw
foreign investment, said protesters elsewhere were “ruin-
ing” their countries.

The president fell short of naming the countries,
although neighboring Sudan has since December seen
regular demonstrations against longtime ruler Omar Al-
Bashir. In Algeria, tens of thousands of people have rallied
in recent weeks against ailing President Abdelaziz
Bouteflika’s bid for a fifth term in office. “All this talk (of
protests) comes at a price that people are required to
pay,” Sisi said in a televised address to a military gathering.

Egypt’s president has overseen a crackdown on dissent,
banning protests and jailing Islamists as well as liberal and
secular activists. A former general, Sisi came to power fol-
lowing mass demonstrations against the rule of his Islamist
predecessor Mohamed Morsi in 2013. The president has
repeatedly criticized the Arab Spring uprisings of 2011,
which in Egypt ended the rule of autocrat Hosni Mubarak.

“How are tourism or factories or trade supposed to get
off the ground? Should we eat or should we say that we
were busy protesting?” he said yesterday. Egyptian
authorities insist curbing freedoms - including tightening

Internet controls - are necessary to maintain stability and
counter terrorism in the country. Recently, rare calls for
protest emerged on social media following a train crash at
Cairo’s central station that killed 22 people.

“Dozens were arrested for calling for the protests
online after the crash,” rights lawyer Gamal Eid told AFP
yesterday. In January, Amnesty International said
Egypt’s intensified crackdown on dissent has made the
country “more dangerous” than ever for peaceful critics.
Running virtually unopposed, Sisi was re-elected in
March 2018 for another four-year term with over 97
percent of the vote after all serious challengers were
arrested or dropped out. Parliament stacked with Sisi’s
supporters are looking into constitutional amendments
to extend his tenure beyond 2022. 

Meanwhile, Egypt’s annual urban consumer price
inflation increased to 14.4 percent in February from 12.7
percent in January, the official statistics agency CAP-
MAS said yesterday, confounding some analysts’ expec-
tations of an imminent easing cycle. Inflation had cooled
to 12 percent in December after an increase in fuel, elec-
tricity and transportation prices last year had sent the
rate up to a high of 17.7 percent in October.

Prices in the transport sector rose 32 percent,
CAPMAS said, while food and beverage prices
increased 15.3 percent year-on-year. The accommo-
dation, water, electricity, gas and fuel sector saw price
rises of 15.2 percent, the agency said. The education
sector’s prices rose by 15.1 percent. Egypt has imple-
mented a series of tough austerity measures to help
meet the terms of a $12 billion IMF loan program it
signed in late 2016.  — Agencies 
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