
How the 
world marks
Women’s Day
PARIS: Protests, strikes and studies -
people around the globe are taking
action to mark International Women’s
Day and to push for action to obtain
equality. Here are some of the events: 

Strikes and tear gas
In Turkey authorities sought to quash

Women’s Day demonstrations on Friday,
with police firing tear gas to disperse a
sea of demonstrators at the entrance of
the city’s main pedestrianised shopping
street Istiklal Avenue. Protesters had
gathered at the central avenue despite a
ban on their protest, with crowds chanti-
ng slogans including: “We are not silent,
we are not scared, we are not obeying.”
They were blocked by police in riot
gear, who then used tear gas and dogs
to disperse them.   

Across Spain, women downed tools in
a strike for equality, a mass movement
which drew in female employees from
across the spectrum, from nuns to jour-
nalists and even the mayor of Madrid,
Manuela Carmena. Authorities said more
than half a million people took part in
Women’s Day protests in Madrid and
Barcelona. In France, thousands of peo-
ple took to the streets to mark the day,
with demonstrators in Paris carrying
banners with slogans including “Equal
pay, equal work” and “we will never be
silent again”.

Thousands protest Duterte misogyny 
About 4,000 demonstrators marched

through Manila chanting slogans against
President Rodrigo Duterte, who has
repeatedly made jokes about rape and
last year admitted indecently touching
the family maid when he was a teenager.
Aides brushed off his comments as
jokes, but activists have denounced his
“misogynistic” statements as “unaccept-
able, pointing to statistics showing a
153 percent increase in rape from the
decade before he was elected. With one
woman or child raped in the Philippines
every hour, activists aiming to raise
awareness about gender-based vio-
lence staged an exhibition of clothes
worn by victims, called ‘Don’t tell me
how to Dress’.

Mourning murdered women
In Mexico, demonstrators held

marches and staged a series of perform-
ances with graphic depictions of domes-
tic abuse in Ecatepec, a town one hour
outside Mexico City known as a flash-
point for violence against women.
Mexico State, where Ecatepec is locat-
ed, led the country in femicides in 2017,
with 301 women and girls murdered,
according to official figures. “It makes
me sad to wake up every day and see in
the news that another (woman) has dis-
appeared, another body has been found.
It makes me sad to realize I’m very vul-
nerable as a woman and that I never
know if I’m going to make it home,”
Fernanda Pando, 23, a recent graduate in
psychology who has lived her whole life
in the town, told AFP.

Flowers for mums and wives 
In Pyongyang, Flower Shop No. 5

did a brisk trade in f lowers on
International Women’s Day, which is a
public holiday in North Korea, as a
steady stream of customers turned up
to buy blooms for their wives, mothers
and significant others. As the North’s
founder Kim Il Sung once said: “In our
country, women are in charge of one of
the wheels of the revolution.”

Do more at home, UN tells men 
Of all the factors blocking equality in

employment, the biggest is the heavy
burden of caregiving borne by women, a
UN report has found, saying the pace of
change will only change if men take on

far more unpaid tasks at home.  “In the
last 20 years, the amount of time women
spent on unpaid care and domestic work
has hardly fallen, and men’s has
increased by just eight minutes a day,”
said Manuela Tomei of the UN’s
International Labor Organization.
Globally, women perform more than
three-quarters of the total time spent on
unpaid care work, averaging four hours
and 25 minutes per day, while men only
do one hour and 23 minutes. “The imbal-
anced division of work within the house-
hold between men and women is one of
the most resilient features of gender
inequality,” the report said.  —AFP 

In, out or 
limbo: Brexit
end-game 
scenarios
LONDON: The tortuous Brexit saga is
culminating in a crunch week that either
sends Britain sailing nervously out of
Europe - or sets the stage for it staying
put. The House of Commons will hold up
to three votes between Tuesday and
Thursday as the March 29 Brexit date
races in. Their outcome will ultimately
determine the future of a 46-year rela-
tionship which Britons voted to end at a
2016 referendum, surprising much of
Europe. 

May’s deal
The idea of Prime Minister Theresa

May’s deal with Brussels making its way
through parliament seemed fanciful when
MPs voted against it by a historic margin
last month. But Tuesday’s vote on essen-
tially the same set of proposals should be
a closer affair whose outcome hinges on
last-gasp talks with the EU. Two factors
are suddenly playing in May’s favor.

One is that Brexit backers are gradually
realizing that May might be offering their
best - and quite possibly last - chance to
split from the bloc. And EU officials would

like to see Britain’s status settled by the
time the newly-elected European
Parliament throws open its doors in July.
This might make EU bosses offer a last-
minute concession that is just good
enough to convince parliamentary hold-
outs to back May’s plan. London bank
strategists surveyed by Bloomberg put the
chances of the agreement being approved
by the end of March at 37 percent.

No deal
May last month upturned her strategy

that “no deal is better than a bad deal” by
offering parliament a chance to take the
dreaded “no-deal” Brexit off the table. A
vote on whether Britain should leave with-
out the so-called Withdrawal Agreement
will happen on Wednesday if the deal
itself is voted down the day before.

May had long argued that fear of
Britain simply crashing out should be used
as motivation for getting everyone to rally
around her plan. But the idea of trade
routes clogging up and the UK pound
crashing were too much for a growing
faction of May’s team to bear. More and
more have openly spoken of rebelling if
Britain is headed for that outcome. The
parliamentary vote would only be adviso-
ry - but carry plenty of political weight.
Bloomberg’s bankers now put the odds of
a “no-deal Brexit” at less than one in ten.

Brexit delay
The third vote on Thursday, if the first

two have been rejected, would tell May to

ask EU leaders to approve a delay of
Britain’s departure date. May has spoken
of a possible delay until the end of June
but the Financial Times said some law-
makers are thinking much longer - nine to
21 months. The Guardian said the longer
option was also backed by Brussels,
although it leaves the prickly question of
whether Britons would get to vote in
European Parliament elections in May. EU
leaders have the final say on whether
there should be any delay - making their
March 21-22 summit in Brussels particu-
larly significant. The bankers put the odds

of Brexit being postponed at 54 percent.

Second referendum
What such a delay might be used for is

one of Brexit’s great unknowns. There are
few reasons to think the different sides will
suddenly stumble on a solution that had
evaded them during two previous years of
talks. But two forces are expected to spring
into action: groups backing a much closer
EU-UK union - and ones that simply want
to call the whole thing off. Demands for a
second referendum rang out the moment
EU sceptics narrowly won the first. —AFP 

LONDON:  Brexit could be reversed if lawmakers reject
the government’s exit deal, British foreign minister Jeremy
Hunt said yesterday after two major eurosceptic factions in
parliament warned that Prime Minister Theresa May was
facing a heavy defeat. Just 19 days before the United
Kingdom is due to leave the EU on March 29, May is
scrambling - so far unsuccessfully - to secure last-minute
changes to an EU exit treaty before parliament votes on
Tuesday on whether to approve the deal.

If she fails, lawmakers are expected to force May to
seek a delay to Brexit which some fear could see the 2016
decision to leave the bloc
reversed. Others argue that
without a delay Britain faces an
economic shock if it leaves
without a deal. “We have an
opportunity now to leave on
March 29 or shortly thereafter
and it’s important we grasp that
opportunity because there is
wind in the sails of people try-
ing to stop Brexit,” Hunt told
the BBC. “We are in very per-
ilous waters.”

The United Kingdom’s labyrinthine crisis over EU mem-
bership is approaching its finale with an extraordinary
array of options including a delay, a last-minute deal, no-
deal Brexit, a snap election or even another referendum.
The ultimate outcome remains unclear, though most diplo-
mats and investors say Brexit will define the United
Kingdom’s prosperity for generations to come. The gov-
ernment has previously tried to use the risk of Brexit being
reversed as a way to convince eurosceptics to back May’s
deal despite their deep reservations about it.

“If you want to stop Brexit you only need to do three

things: kill this deal, get an extension, and then have a sec-
ond referendum. Within three weeks those people could
have two of those three things ... and quite possibly the
third one could be on the way.” Nigel Dodds, deputy
leader of the Democratic Unionist Party (DUP) which
props up May’s minority government, and Steve Baker, a
leading figure in the large eurosceptic faction of her
Conservative party, warned “the political situation is grim”.

“An unchanged withdrawal agreement will be defeated
firmly by a sizeable proportion of Conservatives and the
DUP if it is again presented to the Commons,” they wrote

in the Sunday Telegraph. The
Sunday Times said May was
battling to save her job as aides
were considering persuading
her to offer to resign in a bid to
get the deal approved. The
newspaper also said cabinet
ministers have spoken about
whether to insist she goes as
early as this week.

‘Total uncertainty’
Parliament rejected May’s

deal by 230 votes on Jan 15, prompting the British leader to
return to Brussels in search of changes to address the so-
called Irish backstop - an insurance policy designed to
prevent the return of a hard border between Ireland and
Northern Ireland. Many British lawmakers object to the
policy on the grounds that it could leave Britain subject to
EU rules indefinitely and cleave Northern Ireland away
from the rest of the country.

But, May’s attempts to get the clause rewritten have so
far failed to yield any result, with EU negotiators unwilling to
meet her demands, and Britain rejecting a compromise offer.

Hunt said Tuesday’s vote would definitely go ahead, and that
it was too soon to say that negotiations with the EU had “run
into the sands”. He said realism and a lot of work was need-
ed from both Britain and the EU to get a deal. If lawmakers
reject May’s deal on Tuesday, she has promised to let them
vote the next day on whether to leave without a deal on

March 29. If they reject that, then on Thursday they are due
to vote on a “limited” delay. “In the event of this vote on
Tuesday not going through, nobody knows what would
happen. In everything that followed there would be total
uncertainty - that would be the only certainty,” health minis-
ter Matt Hancock told Sky News. — Reuters
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LONDON: A dog wears an EU flag-themed placard outside the Houses of
Parliament during stunt organized by the anti-Brexit Wooferendum campaign in
central London yesterday where the group have labeled Brexit a ‘dog’s dinner’
and called for it to be stopped. — AFP 

MAIDENHEAD: Britain’s Prime Minister Theresa May leaves after attending a church service, near her Maidenhead
constituency, west of London yesterday. — AFP 

Parliament 
to vote 

on Brexit 
options

May staggers on amid predictions of her political demise 

‘Brexit in peril’ as UK’s Prime 
Minister faces heavy defeat

ISTANBUL: Turkish anti-riot police officers push back women during a rally marking
the International Women’s Day on Istiklal avenue. — AFP 

US Spanish speakers
decry ‘second-class’
treatment under
Trump
NEW YORK: When Donald Trump took office,
one of his first acts was to remove the White
House’s Spanish-language web page. More than
two years later, as the US president battles with
Congress over funding for a border wall to stem
the tide of immigrants from Central America,
disturbing incidents linked to the use of Spanish
are on the rise. In May, a New York lawyer went
off on employees in a Manhattan store who
were speaking Spanish, threatening to call
immigration authorities.

That same month, two American women were
arrested by border patrol agents for speaking
Spanish to each other. The acts of intolerance
are evidence of the country’s increasing politi-
cal polarization, even though the language is
more and more commonplace in American life.
More than 41 million people living in the United
States claim Spanish as their mother tongue.
Hispanics are now the country’s main minority
group, at 17 percent of the population, accord-
ing to the Pew Research Center.

Worryingly, a study from the center pub-
lished in October revealed that about 40 per-
cent of Latinos said they had been harassed
over the last 12 months because of their back-
ground, including speaking Spanish in public.
Since Trump was elected in November 2016,
“we are seeing more employees calling saying,
‘Hey, I’ve been told to speak English only’,” says
Christopher Ho, a lawyer for Legal Aid at Work
in San Francisco. The association provides legal
assistance to workers and a toll-free number
where Latinos can file complaints about lan-
guage-based discrimination. 

Harassment 
On social media, it’s not hard to find exam-

ples of people behaving badly when faced with
Spanish speakers. In June, 24-year-old Julio
Cesar Ovalle-who was born in Los Angeles and
is American but grew up in Mexico-was walking
in San Antonio when he was arrested by a bor-
der patrol agent. Ovalle did not have ID on him,
and never really learned to speak good English. 

He was quickly accused of being in the
United States illegally, and was deported the
next day, despite his efforts to explain his situa-
tion. “It was an injustice and racism, all because
I don’t understand or speak English well ,”
Ovalle said-in Spanish-to the San Antonio
Express-News. In October, a Guatemalan family
was harassed in a restaurant in Lovettsville,
Virginia. One woman, after asking to see their
passports, used an expletive multiple times in
telling them to “go back” home.

“The Trump administration and its rhetoric
has clearly emboldened some of the worst
impulses” at  US Customs and Border
Protection, said Cody Wofsy, a lawyer at the
powerful American Civil Liberties Union. The
organization is representing the two women
who were arrested in Montana and have since
filed a complaint against border patrol. “There’s
no official language in the US. People are within
their right to speak any language they want, and
hundreds and hundreds of languages are spoken
in the US,” Wofsy said. — AFP 


