
International
Democracy, DPRK style: 
N Korea holds election‘Brexit in peril’ as British PM faces heavy defeat

Page 8

MONDAY, MARCH 11, 2019

ISLAMABAD: A Pakistani journalist watches a video released by Pakistan’s Navy that allegedly shows an Indian submarine, on a smartphone in Islamabad. Pakistan has stopped an Indian submarine from entering its waters, the navy said on March 5,
as tensions continue to run high between the nuclear-armed foes. — AFP 

NEW DELHI: India has signed a $3 billion
deal to lease a third Russian nuclear-pow-
ered submarine for 10 years, giving Delhi
a boost in the Indian Ocean against arch-
rivals Pakistan and China, media reports
said. The deal - which according to the
reports took months to negotiate - comes
as tensions run high between India and
Pakistan following their biggest standoff in
years, and as Chinese influence grows in
the region. A defense ministry spokesman
declined to confirm the agreement to AFP
but the reports said that the submarine,
the third India has leased from Russia,
would be delivered by 2025.

Russia, India’s Cold War ally, remains
a major supplier of arms to India, irking
the United States which has imposed
sanctions on nations buying mil itary
hardware from Moscow. Last October

Russian President Vladimir Putin and
Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi
met and inked a deal for Delhi to buy
Russia’s S-400 surface-to-air missile
defence system for $5.2 billion. But
India  a lso shares  US fears  about
China’s growing assertiveness in the
Indian Ocean, where New Delhi has
traditionally held sway.

In 2017 India and China had a mili-
tary standoff over a Himalayan plateau
claimed by both Beijing and Bhutan, a
close ally of India. China has made
inroads in Sri Lanka and Maldives,
countries that India considers to be in
its sphere of influence, through its Belt
and Road Initiative (BRI). India has raised
concerns about the initiative as a major
section passes through Pakistan-adminis-
tered Kashmir, a disputed territory which

was again the fuse for the latest crisis.
On February 26 India said its warplanes

hit a militant training camp in Pakistan in
response to a suicide bombing in Kashmir,
which killed 40 paramilitary officers and
was claimed by a militant group based in

Pakistan. Pakistan a day later carried out
its own air raid, triggering a dogfight in

which an Indian plane was shot down.
India also says it shot down a Pakistan
plane but  Is lamabad denied th is .
Tensions cooled after Pakistan last
Friday returned the Indian pilot of the
downed a ircraf t , a l though both
nations have continued to fire shells
and mortars  over  the ir  de-facto
Kashmir border.

Meanwhile, India’s election commis-
sion issued a notice asking political
parties not to use images of the coun-
try’s armed forces in their campaign
posters and other advertising during its

upcoming general election. The notice fol-
lowed pictures posted to social media
recently showing the ruling Bharatiya
Janata Party used images in their cam-

paign posters of a captured Indian Air
Force pilot recently returned by Pakistan
after a clash with India over the disputed
Kashmir territory.

The Election Commission said in a
notice on its website on Saturday that
political parties must refrain from using
photographs of defense personnel in
advertisements or their election cam-
paign propaganda as the armed forces
are “apolitical and neutral stakeholders
in a modern democracy.” The commis-
sion cited a 2013 order that said photo-
graphs of defense personnel should not
be used “in any manner in advertise-
ment/propaganda/campaigning or in any
another other manner in connections
with elections by political parties and
candidates.” It called for “strict compli-
ance” with the order.— Agencies 
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BOGOTA: A plane crash in Colombia killed
12 people on Saturday, including a mayor
and her family, aviation and emergency
services said. The Douglas DC-3 aircraft,
an American-made twin-engine propeller
plane that was first produced in the 1930s,
crashed in the center-east of the country on
a flight between the towns of San Jose del
Guaviare and Villavicencio. A fire depart-
ment official told AFP it then caught fire.

“Unfortunately... there were no sur-
vivors,” the Aeronautica Civil aviation
authority said, adding that the wreckage
was found close to Villavicencio. Among the
victims was the mayor of the municipality
of Taraira, Doris Villegas, and her husband

and daughter, as well as the owner of the
aircraft, pilot Jaime Carrillo, co-pilot Jaime
Herrera and an aviation technician identi-
fied as Alex Moreno.

President Ivan Duque paid tribute to the
victims on Twitter. “My solidarity with the
families,” he wrote. The Defensa Civil emer-
gency services put the death toll at 12, with
director Colonel Jorge Martinez suggesting
an engine failure could have caused the
crash. “At the moment of flying over the
municipality of San Martin, an engine turns
off and the pilot ... tries to land ... but it gets
out of control,” he theorized to RCN news
channel. But Aeronautica Civil gave no
details on a cause and asked the press to
show restraint in using images circulating on
social media “out of respect for the victims
and their families.” Meanwhile, the fire
department confirmed the flight had not
faced unfavorable weather conditions. The
plane was operated by Laser Aereo, a cargo
and passenger transport company.
Contacted by the AFP, the company declined
to comment on the accident.— AFP 

NEW YORK: A Turkish Airlines passenger jet
traveling from Istanbul to New York hit severe
turbulence Saturday as it approached its des-
tination, with 30 people suffering injuries

before it landed safely, officials said. The
injured were taken from New York’s John F
Kennedy International Airport to local hospi-
tals, mainly for treatment of bumps, cuts and
bruises. 

One flight attendant suffered a broken leg,
according to Steve Coleman, a spokesman for
the Port Authority of New York and New
Jersey, which operates the area’s airports, bus
terminals, bridges and tunnels. The Boeing 777
- which had 326 passengers and 21 crew on
board-was over the Atlantic Ocean, about 45
minutes from landing, when it struck the turbu-

lence, Coleman told AFP.
Airport operations were not disrupted as a

result of the incident, he added. Turkish Airlines
did not immediately respond to a request for
comment. Earlier in the day, a plane operated
by Canada’s Air Transat made an emergency
landing at another New York area airport-in
Newark, New Jersey-after smoke was detected
in the cargo hold, the company said. The
Boeing 737-800, which had 189 passengers on
board, was traveling from Montreal to Fort
Lauderdale, Florida. No one was injured, a
spokeswoman for Air Transat said.— AFP 
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VILLAVICENCIO: Photo shows members of civil defense at the site of a plane DC-3
crash in San Martin, northeast of Colombia. — AFP 
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CARACAS: As the crisis in Venezuela rages on, it
remains uncertain whether President Nicolas
Maduro will cling on or opposition leader Juan
Guaido will secure a transition of power. But
whatever the outcome, experts say it will be the
military that tips the balance. Here are the paths
analysts say the crisis could take.

Pressure until collapse
Guaido, who enjoys strong popular support,

returned to Venezuela this week after a trip
across the Colombian border to help coordinate
the entry of humanitarian aid — a failed effort
Maduro had blasted as a precursor to US military
intervention. The self-declared interim president
- recognized by over 50 countries, including the
United States - avoided arrest upon his return,
despite the fact he had violated a travel ban.

Back on home soil, he vowed to ramp up
protests and continue to make life difficult for

Maduro - namely by calling public sector strikes
and asking the European Union to tighten sanc-
tions on the socialist government. This kind of
pressure could push military leaders to embrace
Guaido and “collapse the regime, paving the way
for a transition with elections,” Michael Shifter, of
Washington-based think tank Inter-American
Dialogue, told AFP.

“So far there are few signs that this is happen-
ing, but it’s possible.” But first, sanctions imple-
mented by US President Donald Trump - includ-
ing a fuel embargo - would make life even harder
for Venezuelans. That creates the potential to
taint Guaido’s image, said analyst Luis Vicente
Leon, of Venezuela’s Datanalisis. In fact, some -
including political scientist Luis Salamanca -
believe Maduro is betting on a strategy of “attri-
tion” from Guaido.

Political-military negotiation
Maduro’s approval rating has dwindled to just

14 percent, according to Datanalisis - but the loy-
alty of the military stands strong. In a bid to rob
Maduro of one remaining saving grace, Guaido
has offered military members amnesty if they
defect - unless they are accused of crimes
against humanity.

Guaido says around 700 military members
and police officials have broken from Maduro in
recent weeks, although no high-ranking person-

nel. Getting commanding officials on side would
require “specific guarantees” for those implicated
in corruption and human rights violations - not to
mention with economic interests. “A transition
like this would take longer, but it would increase
the likelihood of it not being violent,” according
to Shifter.

Leon believes soldiers fear being decimated
by a new government or failing in a rebellion
against Maduro, so any amnesty must be “nego-
tiated face to face.” That could lead to a solution
such as a set-up in which “the military retains
control of its forces as a guarantee of self-pro-
tection,” he suggested. An International Contact
Group on Venezuela - made up of EU and Latin
American countries - has pushed for govern-
ment-opposition talks. So far, however, that has
not moved forward.

Coup or invasion
A third scenario could see the military break

from Maduro and organize elections - or over-
throw him in a traditional coup, according to
Shifter. “The scenario of military intervention, led
by the United States, seems less and less likely -
but it can’t be ruled out, depending on how the sit-
uation develops,” he said. Guaido asked the Lima
Group - the primarily Latin American bloc that
recognizes his leadership - to consider all options,
but it declined to intervene via force.—AFP 
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