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KUWAIT: Al-Shaheed Park’s fountain putting on a colorful display for visitors. —Photo by Yousef Al-Batashi (KUNA)

By Nawara Fattahova

KUWAIT: The sixth edition of Sharakah Forum organ-
ized by the Kuwait Projects Company (KIPCO Holding)
from March 10 to 13, 2019 was launched yesterday at
Salwa Ballroom. Sharakah is a unique project in the
region. “This forum is a yearly platform developed by
KIPCO to bring together key stakeholders involved in
the field of social responsibility in Kuwait with the aim to
foster the creation of shared value through collaboration
and capacity building,” said Abeer Al-Omar, Group CSR
Director at KIPCO, during the opening ceremony.

This year’s forum includes a main discussion panel
about sustainability in the digital transformation era with
leading executives from the public, private and non-
profit sectors. “We are keen to hold this forum annually
and to continue our work so we all together make a dif-
ference in developing our community. We will exchange
knowledge, experience, and ideas between decision
makers and project directors, which will improve the
sustainable development of our community,” added
Omar.  

Sharakah Forum has two main goals. “To stay in touch
for sustainable partnership for a better community, and
the second is highlighting the latest development issues
and bringing up innovative solutions and new ideas. In
the past few years, sustainable development has become
one of the most important issues due to the challenges
facing humanity in all fields. Also, we believe that the pri-
vate sector is the main source for development and char-
ity work around the world,” she explained.

“This event builds on the efforts already undertaken
by KIPCO group - for example in last year’s CSR Forum
- to bring together key players involved in social respon-
sibility in Kuwait in order to take our work in this field to
the next level and increase our impact and efficiency

through greater coordination and collaboration. We are
proud to be leading the way in this arena, and hope to be
able to contribute effectively to HH the Amir’s New
Kuwait vision for 2035, which emphasizes the role of
partnerships in the road to development,” stressed Omar.

The forum will also include a networking opportunity
titled Mix and Mingle, allowing NGOs to have the
opportunity to communicate directly with representa-
tives from the private sector. “This platform creates
opportunities for NGO representatives to meet new
companies and provides them with an opportunity to
explain their strategy as non-governmental organiza-
tions,” she pointed out. “Private sector representatives
will be able to share their platform and aspirations as a
company and have direct access to different NGOs,
making connections for future collaborations in the CSR
department,” concluded Omar.  

In addition to Minister of Commerce and Industry
Khaled Al-Roudhan, Vice-Chairman (Executive) of KIP-

CO Faisal Al-Ayyar, Deputy Director General of KFAS
Salem Al-Hajraf and CEO of Qatar Foundation for Social
Work Amal Al-Mannai participated in the discussion
panel that followed the opening speech. The one-day
forum is followed by three days of workshops offered
by KIPCO and KFAS to non-profit organizations and
social entrepreneurs interested in increasing their finan-
cial sustainability. 

The workshops will be delivered by local, regional
and international trainers, and will cover the following
topics: Towards Digital Transformation: Tactical

Technology Planning; User Centered Design for Social
Impact; Bridging the Gap between Strategy and
Operations; Digital Responsibility and Security, The
Data Informed Organization, and Speed Networking for
Digitalization. The aim of these workshops is to con-
tribute to strengthening the role of local non-profits and
increasing their ability to acquire resources to promote
their causes. 

The Sharakah Forum and Workshops are free of
charge to all participating organizations. Attendance is
by invitation only. 

Sharakah Forum underway: Creating
shared value through collaboration

Featuring discussion panel about sustainability in the digital transformation era

Minister of Commerce and Industry Khaled Al-Roudhan (center) and other officials attend a discussion
panel that followed the opening speech.

KUWAIT: Abeer Al-Omar, Group CSR Director at KIPCO,
speaks during the ceremony. —Photos by Joseph Shagra

Official highlights
media’s role in 
combating 
narcotics
KUWAIT: Assistant Undersecretary of
the Ministry of Information for Media
Planning and Knowledge Development
Affairs said Saturday the combat against
narcotics depends primarily on promotion
of public awareness about the risks of
this menace. The youth-oriented short
movies, circulated on traditional of new
media, have to focus on the health haz-
ards posed by smoking and drug addic-
tion, Khaled Al-Rashidi said at the award
ceremony of the Second Mentor Arabia
Short Movie Competition. He was speak-
ing on behalf of Minister of Information
and Minister of State for Youth Affairs
Mohammad Al-Jabri  at  the Kuwait

National Library. The competition, part of
Kuwait National Youth Project, was held
under the theme of ‘Awareness against
Risky Behaviors and Drugs.’

Rashidi renewed the support of the
Ministry of Information to noble message
entailed in the innovative works of art that
participated in the competition, saying
that these movies would be screened on
Kuwait TV channels. Regarding the
awards, ‘Sulalah’ (strain) - a documentary
directed by Maha Moussa, of Palestine,
won the top prize. In the promotional tier,
No Smoking, directed by Jordan’s Heba
Najjar, won the top award. In the feature
film tier, ‘Lait,’ directed by Asil Sawb, of
Jordan, won the top award. In the Kuwaiti
film tier, ‘Hajar Ala Al-Tariq (stone on the
road), directed by Mohamad Al-Baloushi
won the top award. Launched in 2017,
Mentor Arabia Short Movie Competition
is a regional initiative aiming to encourage
the Arab filmmakers to produce substan-
tive movies that could educate the young-
sters against risky behaviors.  —KUNA KUWAIT: A general view of the audience at the award ceremony of the Second Mentor Arabia Short Movie Competition. —KUNA


