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HOUSTON: James Harden scored 31 points, Eric Gordon
chipped in 17 with five 3-pointers, and the Houston
Rockets extended their winning streak to a season-best
seven games with their 107-91 victory over the visiting
Philadelphia 76ers on Friday. Harden added 10 rebounds,
seven assists and two steals for the Rockets, who seized
control with a 14-2 spurt midway through the first quarter.
Philadelphia played its eighth consecutive game without
All-Star center Joel Embiid (left knee), falling to 4-4 in that
stretch. A combination of lethargic defense and errant
shooting did the 76ers in, particularly early. While Houston
rolled to a 37-point opening period on 56.5 percent
shooting, Philadelphia missed all four of its 3-point
attempts in the first quarter while shooting 10 of 24 (41.7
percent) overall.

WARRIORS 122, NUGGETS 105
Klay Thompson poured in 27 of his game-high 39

points in the first half Friday night, allowing Golden State
to run away from Denver en route to a blowout win in
Oakland, Calif. The win allowed the Warriors to increase
their lead over the Nuggets atop the Western Conference
playoff race to two games. Thompson sank 9 of 11 3-point
attempts for Golden State, which also got 26 points from
Kevin Durant. Malik Beasley and Monte Morris each
scored 17 points to lead Denver.

CLIPPERS 118, THUNDER 110
Lou Williams scored 40 points off the bench, and Los

Angeles defeated visiting Oklahoma City to move into sole
possession of seventh place in the Western Conference.
Danilo Gallinari scored a season-high 34 points and Ivica
Zubac added 14 points and seven rebounds for the
Clippers, who have won seven of nine. Oklahoma City’s
Russell Westbrook had 32 points, eight rebounds and sev-
en assists before fouling out with 54 seconds left and the
Thunder trailing by three points. Paul George scored 15
points on 5-for-16 shooting before fouling out with 3:49
left and the Thunder down a point.

RAPTORS 127, PELICANS 104
Kawhi Leonard scored 31 points and visiting Toronto

pulled away from short-handed New Orleans in the sec-

ond half of a blowout victory. Leonard scored 24 first-half
points and finished 14 of 20 from the floor. Kyle Lowry
added a triple-double with 13 points, 12 assists and 11
rebounds while Pascal Siakam scored 19 points. The
Pelicans played without three starters. Jrue Holiday
(abdominal strain) and E’Twaun Moore (quad contusion)
were ruled out for at least a week to 10 days, and Anthony
Davis was a last-minute scratch because of back spasms.
Frank Johnson led New Orleans with 20 points.

HORNETS 112, WIZARDS 111
Marvin Williams erupted for a season-high 30 points

and career-high seven 3-pointers as Charlotte held on in
the closing seconds for a victory over visiting Washington.
The Hornets won when Washington’s Bradley Beal missed
a drive in heavy traffic with three seconds remaining.
Jeremy Lamb had given the Hornets a 112-111 lead on a 3-
pointer with 51.5 seconds remaining. The Hornets had lost
nine of their previous 12. Bobby Portis had 23 points and
nine rebounds to lead the Wizards. Beal scored 15 points
but hit just 4 of 21 field-goal attempts.

PISTONS 112, BULLS 104
Blake Griffin scored 27 points, including 16 in the fourth

quarter, and visiting Detroit rallied from a 21-point deficit
to down Chicago. Andre Drummond recorded his 11th 20-
20 game this season with 20 points and 24 rebounds as
the Pistons won for the 11th time in 13 games. Reggie
Jackson supplied 21 points, Langston Galloway added 15
and Luke Kennard chipped in 14. Detroit outscored
Chicago 43-24 in the decisive fourth quarter. Zach LaVine
led the Bulls with 24 points, Otto Porter Jr. supplied 23
points and eight assists while Lauri Markkanen added 18
points. Chicago had three starters in double figures by
halftime in racing to a 66-49 halftime lead before being
outscored 63-38 in the second half.

HEAT 126, CAVALIERS 110
Dwyane Wade sparked a third-quarter run, and Miami

scored 10 straight in the fourth quarter to pull away for a
win over visiting Cleveland. The Heat remain in eighth place
in the Eastern Conference, just ahead of Orlando and
Charlotte, both winners on Friday night. The victory also

was Miami’s 16th straight against the Cavaliers at
AmericanAirlines Arena. Eight Heat players scored in dou-
ble figures. Josh Richardson led the way with 20 points.
Justise Winslow finished with 16 points, nine rebounds and
nine assists. Collin Sexton paced Cleveland with 27 points,
and Jordan Clarkson added 21.

MAGIC 111, MAVERICKS 106
Terrence Ross scored 22 points in his return from a

one-game absence caused by a sore left Achilles as host

Orlando beat Dallas. Orlando’s Nikola Vucevic recorded
his team-high 48th double-double of the season after
collecting 20 points and 13 rebounds. Aaron Gordon
chipped in with 18 points, and Ross went 6-for-11 from 3-
point range for the Magic, who have won nine of their
last 13 games. Dallas’ Dirk Nowitzki, who finished with 15
points, moved past John Stockton for third place all-time
in games played (1,505) in NBA history. The 40-year-old
trails only Robert Parish (1,611) and Kareem Abdul-
Jabbar (1,560). — Reuters

Rockets extend win streak to 
seven with win over 76ers

Williams scores season-best 30 as Hornets edge Wizards

HOUSTON:  Gerald Green #14 of the Houston Rockets shoots the ball against the Philadelphia 76ers on March 8, 2019 at
the Toyota Center in Houston, Texas. — AFP

Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE
Liverpool v Burnley FC 15:00
beIN SPORTS HD 2
Chelsea FC v Wolverhampton Wanderers FC 17:05
beIN SPORTS HD 2
Arsenal FC v Manchester United 19:30
beIN SPORTS HD 2

SPANISH LEAGUE
Celta de Vigo v Real Betis 14:00
beIN SPORTS HD 6
Girona v Valencia C.F 18:15
beIN SPORTS HD 3
Sevilla FC v Real Sociedad 20:30
beIN SPORTS HD 3
Levante v Villarreal CF 20:30
beIN SPORTS HD 13 EN
Real Valladolid v Real Madrid CF 22:45
beIN SPORTS HD 3

ITALIAN CALCIO LEAGUE
Bologna FC v Cagliari Calcio 14:30
beIN SPORTS HD 4
Internazionale Milano v spal 17:00
beIN SPORTS HD 4
UC Sampdoria v Atalanta 17:00
beIN SPORTS HD 8
Frosinone Calcio v Torino FC 17:00
beIN SPORTS 

AUCKLAND: FIFA warned the scandal-scarred
Oceania Football Confederation yesterday that it was
on its “last opportunity” to clean up its act. The mes-
sage was personally delivered by Gianni Infantino, the
president of world football’s governing body, while in
New Zealand to attend an OFC congress to elect a new
president.

“It’s vital that OFC turns the page. It’s vital for the
survival of football in this part of the world,” Infantino
told reporters, adding he had emphasised the point in
his address to the congress. The strict message came
just days after FIFA slapped a three-month ban on OFC
vice-president and FIFA Council member Lee Harmon
following an investigation into the resale of tickets at
last year’s World Cup in Russia.

The previous week, FIFA suspended former Oceania
president David Chung for six years for corruption
related to an NZ$15 million (US$10 million) OFC build-
ing project in Auckland. They were the latest in a series
of scandals to hit Oceania, which is made up largely of
small Pacific island nations and is the smallest and
weakest of FIFA’s six continental confederations.

“If there is still somebody in Oceania who is involved
in football in any capacity, who has not realised yet that
the time of abusing football for personal gain is over,
then we can really not help it any more,” Infantino said.

“But I’m sure from what I’ve heard, from what I’ve
seen, that the message has definitely passed because
this is really the last opportunity for Oceania.” The con-
federation has a long history of governance problems,
although new president, Lambert Matlock of Vanuatu,
said they had been addressed in “immense reforms”
since Chung’s resignation last year.

“We believe we are now on the right path to ensur-
ing ethical breaches like those of the former president
cannot be repeated,” he said. Chung’s predecessor,
Reynald Temarii of Tahiti, was forced out in 2010 after
being implicated in a vote-selling scandal during an
undercover newspaper sting.—AFP

FIFA warns
scandal-hit Oceania

PARIS: The chaos that has followed the tragic death of
Emiliano Sala has shone an unflattering light on the
murky dealings of player agents and reinforced calls to
properly licence them.

Even though France has stricter rules governing
agents than other leading Western European football
nations, at least six intermediaries have been named in
connection to Sala’s 17-million euro transfer from
Nantes to Cardiff City in January. 

Illustrating the problem of controlling who clubs and
players choose to involve in negotiations, two of those
thought to have had fingers in the Sala deal did not, in
theory, have any authorisation to practise as agents.

FIFA is thinking about re-establishing licences, a
spokesperson told AFP, having done away with them in
2015. World football’s governing body has also said it is
considering a “clearing house” to handle, among other
things, the money involved in transfers, and a ceiling on
the percentage an agent can take, a suggestion that has
provoked heated opposition.

Since 2015, federations in major European nations
have tended to adopt a minimalist policy, with “inter-
mediaries” having to declare transactions in a national
register and meet certain professional standards. Spain
also conducts an interview and a background check
and asks agents to sign a code of conduct.

However, the French Football Federation (FFF) has
maintained a licence system, with a reportedly difficult
entrance exam. French agents complain that the system
means they are like registered taxi drivers competing
with Uber.

“All’s fair in the eyes of clubs trying to land a player
and for the players who surround themselves with these
pseudo-advisers,” Stephane Canard, of the Union of
French Sports Agents, told AFP.

“As nobody says anything, the authorities do very
little. For us, there are agents on one side, and on the
other usurpers and imposters.”

In the Sala case, the disappearance of the player led
to an unsavoury argument over who was to blame and
who was entitled to what from his transfer.  

Attention quickly turned to Willie McKay, a Scot
who lost his English Football Association licence in

2015 after the bankruptcy of his company. But he works
with his son Mark, who is on the FA’s list of recognised
intermediaries.

In football dealings, it is not unusual to keep busi-
ness in the family. It is hard to argue that a player
should not lean on a parent or a sibling in negotiations.  

At the club Sala was joining, Cardiff, manager Neil
Warnock has used the services of Unique Sports
Management, a company that employs his son James
Warnock, to handle player transfers. The FA has said it
is now monitoring the situation which has brought
complaints of a conflict of interest. — AFP

Sala deal highlights 
problems of
regulating player
representatives 

NANTES: (FILES) In this file photo taken on February 8, 2019 people look at yellow flowers displayed in front of the portrait of
Argentinian forward Emiliano Sala in Nantes. The chaos that has followed the tragic death of Sala on January 21, 2019 has
shone an unflattering light on the murky dealings of player agents and reinforced calls to properly licence them. — AFP

MANCHESTER: Manchester City boss Pep Guardiola
trusts his club will be exonerated after UEFA opened
an investigation into potential breaches of Financial Fair
Play (FFP) regulations. German magazine Der Spiegel,
using material purportedly obtained from the whistle-
blowing outlet Football Leaks, alleged in November
that Abu-Dhabi backed City had set up sponsorship
deals to circumvent regulations limiting how much
money owners can put into a club.

UEFA announced on Thursday those claims were
being investigated and should they be found guilty, the
English champions could be hit with a ban from the
Champions League. City responded immediately by
saying they supported the investigation and that they
had nothing to hide.

“Manchester City welcomes the opening of a formal
UEFA investigation as an opportunity to bring to an
end the speculation resulting from the illegal hacking
and out of context publication of City emails,” the club
said in a statement.

“The accusation of financial irregularities are entire-
ly false. The club’s published accounts are full and com-
plete and a matter of legal and regulatory record.” One
of Guardiola’s biggest challenges when he took charge
of City in 2016 was to lead the club to win the
Champions League for the first time.

The former Barcelona and Bayern Munich boss has
seen his side eliminated in the last 16 and quarter-finals
in the past two seasons, but they are favourites to win
the competition this year and hold a 3-2 lead over
Schalke from the first leg of their last 16 tie in Germany.

“I think the club made a statement yesterday. I can’t
add more than that,” said Guardiola on Friday. “The
club is open and hopefully it can finish as soon as pos-
sible. I trust what the club has done because I know
them. “Hopefully it can be solved as soon as possible.”

Meanwhile, Guardiola insist his City legacy will not
be impacted by any disciplinary action UEFA may take.
Guardiola has won the Premier League title in record-
breaking fashion and also lifted two League Cups with
City. “No, absolutely not,” said Guardiola when asked if
his achievements with the club may be diminished by
the affair. “I think the club made their statement yester-
day, I can’t add more than that.  “The club is open so
hopefully it can finish as soon as possible and UEFA
can decide what it sees. 

“I said last season, I trust a lot what the club has
done because I know them but hopefully they can solve
it as soon as possible and stop for this environment.”
Asked whether he was happy with the club’s position,
Guardiola replied: “Yes, definitely.” 

On more routine football matters, Guardiola remains

a supporter of VAR despite the latest high-profile deci-
sion that saw Manchester United awarded a dubious
penalty in the last minute of their dramatic Champions
League victory at Paris Saint Germain in midweek.

“We experienced it in our first game against
Schalke. I’m a fan of this technology to help the refer-
ees,” he said. “I think UEFA will analyse the situation,
going bad going good. if VAR says penalty, we try to
fix it the rules will be clear. It helps the ref make less
mistakes.” —AFP

Guardiola retains 
faith in Man City 
hierarchy over 
FFP claims
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