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SUNRISE: Aleksander Barkov set a franchise
record with five assists, and MacKenzie Weegar
and Mike Matheson scored twice each to lead
the Florida Panthers to a 6-2 win over the
Minnesota Wild on Friday in Sunrise, Fla .
Panthers rookie goalie Sam Montembeault, mak-
ing just his second NHL start, stopped 26 shots
for his first win. Jonathan Huberdeau and Mike
Hoffman also scored for the Panthers. Florida’s
top l ine-Barkov, Huberdeau and Evgeni i
Dadonov-combined for 12 points. J.T. Brown and
Marcus Foligno scored for Minnesota. Wild
goalie Devan Dubnyk, who on Thursday shut out
the best  team in hockey, the Tampa Bay
Lightning, lasted just one period, making four
saves while allowing three goals. Alex Stalock
entered and allowed three goals on 22 shots.

JETS 8, HURRICANES 1
Winnipeg scored three goals in the first 10

minutes on the way to a blowout win at Raleigh,
NC. Andrew Copp scored twice, and Kevin Hayes,
Blake Wheeler, Ben Chiarot, Nikolaj Elhers, Kyle
Connor and Adam Lowry also had goals for the
Jets, who delivered Carolina its most lopsided set-
back of the season. The Jets have won three of
their past four games. The Hurricanes, who got a
goal from Greg McKegg, had a season-best six-
game points streak snapped. Coupled with an
overtime loss at Boston on Tuesday, they have
dropped consecutive games for the first time in
nearly two months.

CAPITALS 3, DEVILS 1
Andre Burakovsky, Nicklas Backstrom and Lars

Eller each scored, and Braden Holtby finished with
25 saves as Washington extended its winning
streak to six games with a victory over visiting
New Jersey. Burakovsky scored early in the first
period, and Backstrom and Eller added their tallies
in the third. Holtby improved to 6-1-0 in his past
seven games. New Jersey, which dropped its fifth
consecutive game, got a 33-save performance
from Mackenzie Blackwood.

DUCKS 8, CANADIENS 2
Adam Henrique scored twice, and rookie Troy

Terry produced his second consecutive three-
point game as host Anaheim handed Montreal a
second loss in as many nights. Goalie John Gibson
stopped 35 shots for the Ducks, who got single
goals from Terry, Corey Perry, Rickard Rakell,
Devin Shore, Daniel Sprong and Max Jones (the
first of his career). The eight goals were a season
high for Anaheim, which went into the night the
lowest-scoring team in the league. Montreal net-
minder Carey Price was looking to supplant the
legendary Jacques Plante for most wins among
goaltenders in franchise history, but he remains at
314 victories after saving 21 of 29 shots. Paul
Byron and Shea Weber (the 200th of his career)
found the net for the Canadiens. — Reuters

Panthers’ Barkov 
hands out 5 assists

SCOREBOARD

England
A. Hales c Brathwaite b Allen 8
J. Bairstow c Bishoo b Cottrell 12
J. Root run out 55
E. Morgan c Hope b Brathwaite 1
J. Denly b Allen 2
S. Billings c Hope b McCoy 87          
D. Willey not out 13
Extras (lb2, w2) 4
Total (20 overs, 6 wickets) 182
Did not bat: T. Curran, C. Jordan, L. Plunkett, A. Rashid
Fall of wickets: 1-15 (Bairstow), 2-27 (Hales), 3-29 (Morgan), 4-32
(Denly), 5-114 (Root), 6-182 (Billings)
Bowling: S. Cottrell 3-0-28-1, J. Holder 4-0-29-0, F. Allen 4-0-29-2,
C. Brathwaite 4-0-33-1 (1w), D. Bishoo 2-0-17-0, O. McCoy 3-0-
44-1.

West Indies
C. Gayle c Root b Willey 5
S. Hope c Morgan b Willey 7
S. Hetmyer c Willey b Plunkett 10
D. Bravo c Bairstow b Jordan 0
J. Holder lbw b Jordan 0
N. Pooran c Bairstow b Jordan 1
F. Allen c Root b Jordan 1
C. Brathwaite c Willey b Rashid 10
D. Bishoo c Billings b Plunkett 8
S. Cottrell b Rashid 2
O. McCoy not out 1
Total (11.5 overs, all out) 45
Fall of wickets: 1-12 (Gayle), 2-13 (Hope), 3-14 (Bravo), 4-14
(Holder), 5-20 (Pooran), 6-22 (Allen), 7-33 (Brathwaite), 8-35
(Hetmyer), 9-39 (Cottrell), 10-45 (Bishoo)
Bowling: D. Willey 3-0-18-2, T. Curran 1-0-1-0, C. Jordan 2-0-6-4,
A. Rashid 3-0-12-2, L. Plunkett 2.5-0-8-2.

Result: England won by 137 runs

Scoreboard in the second day/night T20 International of a three-
match series between the West Indies and England at Warner Park
in St Kitts yesterday.

England triumph as West Indies 
crash to second lowest T20 total

Chris Jordan wrecked Windies top-order batting
BASSETERRE: West Indies were dismissed for the
second lowest ever T20 international total of just 45
as England swept to a 137-win on Friday. Chasing 183
to win, the world champion West Indies just avoided
the lowest ever total  of 39 made by non-Test
Netherlands against Sri Lanka in 2014.

Chris Jordan wrecked the West Indies top-order
batting as England completed a crushing, series-
clinching victory at Warner Park. After Sam Billings
engineered an excellent recovery with 87 to lift the
tourists to 182 for six, Jordan was almost unplayable
in taking four wickets for six runs off three overs with
the home side crashing in just 11.5 overs.

For England this was their largest margin of victo-
ry, in terms of runs, in T20s and gives them the series
2-0 with the final match of the tour coming up today
at the same venue. David Willey, who partnered the
rampant Billings in adding 68 runs for the sixth wicket
after England were put in, started the rout of the
Caribbean team with the critical wicket of Chris
Gayle before adding opening partner Shai Hope two
balls later.

Jordan then accelerated the slide in disposing of
Darren Bravo and captain Jason Holder off successive
deliveries before adding the scalps of Nicholas
Pooran and Fabien Allen.

He was however deprived of the chance of a five-
wicket haul as his skipper, Eoin Morgan, allowed Adil
Rashid and Liam Plunkett to finish off the match, the
leg-spinner and fast-medium bowler taking two wick-
ets each.

Earlier Billings made the most of being dropped on
14 by debutant pacer Obed McCoy on the long-on
boundary in finishing with a T20I career-best of 87
off 47 balls with three sixes and ten fours to take the
man of the match award.

“It was a nice situation where I could give myself
some time, then cash in at the end,” he said in
describing the innings and the situation he and Joe
Root found themselves in with the early loss of wick-
ets.  “There’s been lots to play for as a team and as

individuals going into a World Cup year.” Billings put
on 82 for the fifth wicket with Root (55) after the visi-
tors had slipped to 32 for four in the sixth over fol-
lowing the decision by Holder to put them in.

“We’ve got to get ourselves attuned to the T20
game,” said Holder in acknowledging that the squad
selected for these matches was retained from the ODI
series which finished 2-2 a week earlier. 

“There’s still pride to play for. The purpose of

keeping the squad together was to build towards the
World Cup.” Left-arm spinner Allen snared the wick-
ets of Alex Hales and Joe Denly to finish with the best
figures of two for 29. He also effected the run out of
Root just as the partnership with Billings was threat-
ening to accelerate.

Billings fell to the last ball of the innings, caught
behind off McCoy, but not before he had taken 22
runs off the first five deliveries of the over. — AFP

BASSETERRE: Sam Billings of England hits 4 during the 2nd T20I between West Indies England at Warner Park,
Basseterre, Saint Kitts and Nevis, on Friday. — AFP

NEW DELHI: Rishabh Pant will take over as wick-
etkeeper from MS Dhoni for the final two matches of
India’s one-day series against Australia with the former
captain being rested ahead of the World Cup later this
year. The decision to rest Dhoni may signal the end of
his international career in his home country, with the
37-year-old still to make an announcement on his
future after the May 30-July 14 World Cup in England
and Wales.

It also allows Pant the opportunity to make a late
push for inclusion at the tournament, with captain Virat
Kohli believing the final two games in Mohali and New
Dehli the perfect opportunities for players to prove
themselves.

“We will have a few changes in the next couple of
games,” Kohli said after Australia won the third game in
Dhoni’s hometown of Ranchi by 32 runs to leave India

with a 2-1 advantage in the series.
“We will have to figure out what those changes are.
“But the idea is still to go out there and ask the guys

to put in match-winning performances and take a lot of
pride in winning for the country. That mindset will not
change. “Yes, we’ll have a few new faces and they’ll be
given chances, and they have to make the most of the
chances because there’s a World Cup coming in.

“Everyone wants to be on that flight as well.”
Pant has not featured in the series so far and only

played three ODIs in his nascent career but is rated
highly by the selectors who awarded the 21-year-old a
lucrative central contract earlier this week.

The decision to rest Dhoni was not a surprise given
he has been battling leg injuries and still has to play the
Indian Premier League before the World Cup, while the
selectors have managed the workload of key players
over the last few months.

Kohli missed the final three one-day matches against
New Zealand in late January, while pace spearhead
Jasprit Bumrah was rested after the test series in
Australia ended in early January.

Bumrah has played the current series against
Australia and looks set to get a fresh new-ball partner
in Mohali on Sunday with Bhuvneshwar Kumar likely to
come in for Mohammed Shami, who was hit in the leg

on Friday by a shot from Aaron Finch. “Shami got hurt
in his leg so we will need to check whether he can be fit
for day after (the Mohali game),” said India assistant
coach Sanjay Bangar. “If he does not get fit then
Bhuvneshwar Kumar could come in.” — Reuters

Pant to replace  
Dhoni as WCup 
openings narrow

WELLINGTON: Rain delayed the start of the second
Test between New Zealand and Bangladesh in
Wellington for the second consecutive day yesterday.
The downpour which had persisted for a day and a half
stopped long enough on day two for the covers to be
lifted and for the players to start warming up.

But as the umpires conducted a pitch inspection,

about an hour before an expected start, the drizzle
returned, reducing the match to three days at best. A
result in three days is not unheard of in New Zealand.

In 2001, also at the Basin Reserve in Wellington,
New Zealand only needed 17 overs on the third day
complete a victory over Bangladesh by an innings and
74 runs. However, if the rain does not clear, matches
have been abandoned in New Zealand twice before
without a ball being bowled-against Pakistan in 1989
and India in 1998, both in the southern city of Dunedin.

New Zealand lead the series after taking the first Test
in Hamilton by an innings and 52 runs.The third and final
Test starts in Christchurch next Saturday. —AFP

PERTH: Australian batsmen Steve Smith and David
Warner will come back stronger than ever from their
12-month bans and the latter will be the best player
at the World Cup this year, former leg spinner Shane
Warne has said.

Smith and Warner were banned by Cricket
Australia for 12 months in March last year for their
roles in the ball-tampering scandal in a test match
against South Africa in Cape Town.

Their bans end on March 28 and both players will
be reintegrated into the national team after their par-
ticipation in the Indian Premier League in March and
April. “I think what you are going to see is a pretty
quiet David Warner and Steve Smith. They are just
going to try and let their bat do the talking and toe
the line,” Warne told The Telegraph in an interview
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/cricket/2019/03/09/da
vid-warner-will-best-batsman-2019-world-cup-fol-
lowing-ban.

“I think they will come back better than they were.
They’re going to come out and destroy attacks and I
back David Warner to be the player of the World
Cup. “Warner overstepped the line a lot in his early
career. He then changed into a more placid player but
was then told by Cricket Australia to be the enforcer
and was doing what he was told.”

Warne expects the duo to return with renewed
vigour, like he did after his 12-month ban for failing a
drugs test in 2003. Warne was suspended for taking
a banned diuretic and missed Australia’s World Cup
winning campaign as a result. “All I can go on is
experience having a year off myself. The next four
years were the best I ever had,” Warne, who took
708 wickets for Australia in 145 test matches, added.

“I was hungry for the game. My body and mind
were fresh and it is amazing how excited you are
to play again. “You get excited just going to the
nets again because you have taken it for granted in
the past.”  — Reuters

NZ-Bangladesh 
Test washed out 

Australia’s Smith, 
Warner will return 
stronger from bans 

Rishabh Pant

WELLINGTON: Bangladesh’s players play with a ball as they wait for a decision on play due to the weather on day
two of the second Test cricket match between New Zealand and Bangladesh at the Basin Reserve in Wellington
yesterday. — AFP


