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Opposition Labour MP Diane Abbott said the death
of the baby was “a stain on the conscience of this gov-
ernment”. She accused Home Secretary Sajid Javid of
revoking Begum’s citizenship “to appease the rightwing
press”, saying he had “failed this British child, and he has
a lot to answer for”. However, the chairman of Prime
Minister Theresa May’s Conservative party, Brandon
Lewis, told BBC radio: “There is no question that the
duty of a home secretary in this country is to keep
British people safe.”

Begum, who was married to a Dutch IS fighter who is
now thought to be held in Syria, initially showed little
remorse about IS attacks, sparking public outrage in
Britain. But Javid’s decision to revoke her citizenship drew
mixed reactions. British law states that the government
cannot remove a person’s citizenship if that would make
them stateless, unless there are “reasonable grounds” to
believe they can become a citizen of another country.

It was reported that Begum could be eligible for
Bangladeshi citizenship through her parents, but Dhaka
said there was “no question” of her going there. Javid
had hinted that her baby could be treated differently,
telling MPs previously: “Children should not suffer, so if
a parent does lose their British citizenship it does not
affect the rights of their child.” But he said it would be
“incredibly difficult” to bring the child back from Syria,

where Britain has no consular presence.
Abbott said: “To leave a vulnerable young woman

and an innocent child in a refugee camp, where we
know infant mortality to be high, is morally reprehensi-
ble.” Aid group Save the Children said the baby’s death
was “incredibly sad” and urged Britain and other coun-
tries to “take responsibility” for their citizens in Syria. “It
is possible the death of this baby boy and others could
have been avoided,” said the group’s Syria response
director, Sonia Khush. “All children associated with (IS)
are victims of the conflict and must be treated as such.”

A mass exodus from the militants’ last redoubt in
eastern Syria has sparked a humanitarian emergency, as
the SDF leads an offensive to smash the last remnants of
the IS territory. The International Rescue Committee on
Friday said that 12,000 women and children had arrived
at the Kurdish-run Al-Hol camp since Wednesday. Since
December, at least 100 people have died en route to the
camp or shortly after arriving, mostly children under five,
the IRC said. — AFP 
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Some Democrats wanted to include language con-
demning other forms of bigotry, and expressed con-
cerns about singling out Omar. The resolution, which
made no mention of Omar, ultimately passed 407 to 23.
Republicans who voted against it complained it had
been watered down. 

The debate made clear that Democrats’ growing
diversity in Congress - in ethnicity, religion, gender, age
and ideology - has created new challenges for the party.
Among those is policy about Israel. Omar, a Somali
refugee who resettled in Minnesota, had sparked fiery
debate with her repeated criticisms of Israel and how a
powerful pro-Israel lobby in Washington exerts influ-
ence on US politicians. “I am told every day that I am
anti-American if I am not pro-Israel. I find that to be
problematic and I am not alone,” Omar tweeted. “Our
nation is having a difficult conversation.”

But Democrats insisted Trump was out of bounds to
suggest their party was anti-Jewish. “Mr President, you
have redefined chutzpah,” said Senate Minority Leader
Chuck Schumer, who like Trump is from New York. “As
illustrated by history and yesterday’s overwhelming vote
to condemn anti-Semitism, there is strong support for
Israel and the Jewish faith among Democrats,” con-
gresswoman Elaine Luria, a military veteran who is
Jewish, told AFP.

The debate comes amid a rise in anti-Semitic inci-
dents across the United States. The Anti-Defamation
League reported a 58 percent increase in such incidents
between 2016 and 2017. In October a gunman killed 11
worshippers at a Pittsburgh synagogue, the deadliest
attack ever on Jews in America. Trump proclaims himself
as Israel’s closest ally, having moved the US embassy
from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem, and forged a close alliance
with Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu.

But Trump and other Republicans have also courted
controversy with the Jewish community, and have been
accused of trafficking in age-old tropes about money
that anti-Semites have used to attack Jews for centuries.
Speaking to the Republican Jewish Coalition in 2015
during his presidential campaign, Trump said “you’re not
going to support me because I don’t want your money”.
“But that’s okay,” he went on. “You want to control your
own politician.”

Trump drew outrage in 2016 with a tweet showing
his rival Hillary Clinton and a Star of David with the
word “corrupt” superimposed over stacks of $100 bills.
And his closing 2016 campaign ad contained alarming
messaging, with images of prominent financial figures
George Soros and Janet Yellen, both Jewish, as Trump
speaks of “those who control the levers of power in
Washington”. As president, Trump sparked a firestorm
by saying there were “very fine people on both sides” at
a 2017 white nationalist rally in Charlottesville, where
demonstrators chanted “Jews will not replace us”.

Of the 535 members of the US House and Senate, 35

are Jewish, including just two Republicans, according to
the non-partisan American-Israeli Cooperative
Enterprise. Pew Research Center says that among
Jewish voters in the 2018 midterms, 79 percent support-
ed Democratic candidates.

Many Democrats said House leaders were cowed by
a Republican effort to divert attention from bigotry
within their own ranks and that Omar is being held to a
different standard. “Unfortunately, I think the
Democratic leadership here has made what I think is a
pretty serious mistake in caving to this pressure,” said
Democratic strategist Peter Daou, who has advised
Hillary Clinton and John Kerry.

The disagreement began after Omar, in an appear-
ance at a Washington book store, said she feared that
statements she and fellow Representative Rashida Tlaib
made about foreign policy and the pro-Israel lobbying
group the American Israel Public Affairs Committee
(AIPAC) would be viewed as anti-Semitic because they
are Muslim. “I want to talk about the political influence in
this country that says it’s OK for people to push for alle-
giance to a foreign country. I want to ask why is it OK
for me to talk about the influence of the NRA (National
Rifle Association), of fossil fuel industries or Big Pharma,
and not talk about a powerful lobbying group that is
influencing policies?” Omar said.

Omar, in a joint statement issued after Thursday’s vote
with Tlaib and Representative Andre Carson, a Democrat
from Indiana, said “we are tremendously proud to be
part of a body that has put forth a condemnation of all
forms of bigotry”. Representative Liz Cheney, the No. 3
House Republican, told reporters on Wednesday that
Omar “embodies a vile, hate-filled, anti-Semitic, anti-
Israel bigotry.” Trump on Twitter on Wednesday called
the Democratic response “shameful”.

Cheney, complaining that the House should have
“rebuked” Omar by name and removed her from the
Foreign Affairs Committee, voted against the resolution.
Other Republicans who voted no, such as Chris Collins
of New York, said the bill was not “strong enough in
support of Israel, the only true democracy in the Middle
East.” Republican Representative Steve King, who was
condemned by the House in January for questioning why
white supremacy is considered offensive, voted present.

Young, progressive House newcomers like
Representative Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez and several
Democratic presidential candidates, however, came to
Omar’s defense. Senator Bernie Sanders said in a state-
ment that “we must not ... equate anti-Semitism with
legitimate criticism of the right-wing, Netanyahu gov-
ernment.” Senator Elizabeth Warren said “branding crit-
icism of Israel as automatically anti-Semitic has a chill-
ing effect on our public discourse.” Senator Kamala
Harris said she was concerned about Omar’s safety.

Daou, the Democratic strategist, said a political dou-
ble standard was at play, pointing to a recent tweet from
Republican Representative Jim Jordan that used a dollar
sign for a letter in the name of Democratic donor Tom
Steyer, who is Jewish. “Why is it that a white, male
Republican can largely get away with the same thing
and this massive outcry happened over a Muslim, pro-
gressive woman of color? That’s something we have to
grapple with,” Daou said.  — Agencies 
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NEW YORK: With an increasing number of US business-
es no longer accepting cash, Philadelphia - the City of
Brotherly Love - is taking a stand to protect the so-called
“unbanked” and will force merchants to accept green-
backs. It will be the first major US city to outright reject a
trend that has seen more and more retail outlets, especially
restaurants, move to only accept payments via credit or
debit cards and mobile phones. Consumers and businesses
who support digital payments say they are faster and more
practical, but opponents say such practices exclude the
“unbanked” - those without bank accounts or credit cards.

Philadelphia Mayor Jim Kenney recently signed into law
an amendment to the city’s Fair Practices Ordinance pro-
hibiting stores and restaurants from refusing to accept
cash, calling it “unlawful discrimination.” The measure will
go into effect on July 1. Despite the cashless trend, the
United States remains far behind other countries in terms
of digital payment technology. In China, paying by smart-

phone is widely used.
According to data published by the Federal Reserve

Bank of San Francisco, 32 percent of all consumer transac-
tions were made with cash in 2015, down from 40 percent
in 2012. According to a study by the Federal Deposit
Insurance Corporation, 6.5 percent of American house-
holds were “unbanked” in 2017 — a figure that has steadi-
ly declined since 2011, but which still accounts for nearly
eight million households.

Beyond the action taken in Philadelphia, state lawmak-
ers in New Jersey passed a bill in February that would
make it illegal to run a cashless store, but Democratic
Governor Phil Murphy has not yet signed it. In New York
and San Francisco, initiatives are working their way
through legislative channels, but no city council votes are
scheduled for now. Lawmakers in Washington and
Chicago have passed similar legislation, but they have not
yet been ratified.

That makes Massachusetts the only US state so far
which has a law on the books forcing all merchants to
accept cash. But the measure, adopted more than 40 years
ago, has not been applied in practice. Fast-casual salad
chain Sweetgreen, which no longer accepts cash in any of
its restaurants, declined to comment when asked by AFP
how it would implement the measure passed in
Philadelphia.  —  AFP 

Worshippers attend early morning prayers at the Camlica Mosque in Istanbul, which opened on Thursday. Hundreds of people arrived to attend the first-ever prayer at the largest mosque in Asia Minor, created by two female architects, Bahar
Mizrak and Hayriye Gul Totu, and can host 60,000 worshippers, following completion of its construction which started in 2013.  — AFP 

DUBAI/RIYADH: A Saudi court has approved an
application by detained and indebted billionaire Maan
Al-Sanea and his company, Saad, to have their case
resolved through the kingdom’s new bankruptcy law, the
company’s financial adviser and two sources familiar
with the matter told Reuters. The ruling in February
could provide a resolution to one of the kingdom’s
longest-running debt sagas.

Saad, with interests from banking to healthcare,
defaulted together with another conglomerate, Ahmad
Hamad Al-Gosaibi and Brothers (AHAB), in 2009, leav-
ing banks with unpaid debts of about $22 billion

Creditors have spent the past 10 years pursuing Saad,
which is based in the city of Khobar in Saudi Arabia’s
Eastern Province, for claims that some observers familiar
with the case last year estimated at between $11 billion
and $16 billion.

“This is a landmark step for all stakeholders since
2009,” said Ahmed Ismail, the chief executive of Reemas
Consultants, which was appointed as Saad’s financial
adviser in late 2017 to find a settlement with creditors.
“The regional and international creditors represent more
than 85 percent of total debt, some of whom advised fil-
ing under the new bankruptcy law,” he said. “Given that
it is more or less aligned with regional and international
commercial law practices, the probability of its success
is much higher.”

A commercial court in Dammam last month approved
an application for financial reorganization under the
terms of the Saudi bankruptcy law and appointed an
independent trustee to oversee the process. Such deci-
sions are not made public. The trustee, Saleh A. Al-Naim,

sent a notice to creditors - seen by Reuters - announcing
the beginning of the financial reorganization proceedings,
and asked them to submit their claims within 90 days.

Saad’s filing is among the first to be accepted under
Saudi Arabia’s bankruptcy law, which came into effect
last August and is part of the Saudi government’s efforts
to make the Arab world’s largest economy more attrac-
tive to investors. Until last year the main options for debt
defaults were liquidation or cash injections. The law pro-
vides more options and regulates procedures such as
settlements and liquidation.

Sanea, ranked by Forbes in 2007 as one of the world’s
100 richest people, was detained in Khobar in 2017 for
unpaid debts dating back to 2009 when Saad Group
defaulted. In late 2017 a three-judge tribunal established
to resolve Saad’s debt dispute appointed a consortium
called Etqaan Alliance to liquidate assets owned by the
billionaire by auctions in Saudi Arabia’s Eastern
Province, Riyadh and Jeddah. Etqaan Alliance has
already held three auctions for Sanea’s vehicles, ware-

houses and real estate assets. Sources told Reuters last
month the auctions raised around 350 million riyals
($93.34 million). 

“In addition to strengthening investors’ confidence
with the local market, the new law will raise the value of
the debtors’ assets, since they will not be obliged to sell
for low prices through an enforced liquidation,” Ismail
said. “The realized value of the last three auctions was at
30 percent of market value in a normal buyer-and-seller
market, which would have significantly jeopardized the
recovery ratio for all creditors.”

AHAB, the other defaulted conglomerate, applied to
begin a “protective settlement procedure” under the
bankruptcy law, but in January the Dammam commercial
court rejected the filing saying the company had not
provided all the information needed as part of the law
and its regulations. AHAB said last month it filed addi-
tional information with the commercial court of appeal at
Dammam’s commercial court, effectively appealing
against its decision. — Reuters 
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