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Outrage as 
‘honor-killing’
whistleblower 
shot dead 
ISLAMABAD: Women’s rights activists Friday condemned
the murder of a whistleblower in a notorious “honor killing”
case that has shone a years-long spotlight on female vic-
tims-and the men who defend them-in deeply patriarchal
Pakistan. Afzal Kohistani, the man who first drew attention to
the infamous incident in 2012, was gunned down in
Abbottabad on Wednesday, police have said. He had pur-
sued a case in which a local cleric order the deaths of male
and female wedding guests shown enjoying themselves in a
video.  Precise details remain shrouded in mystery but
Kohistani had long been adamant that women shown in the
video had been murdered.

He was shot five times on a busy road and died on the
spot, Abdul Aziz Afridi, a senior police official, told AFP.

Officials said Friday that at least two arrests had been
made. “The perpetrators of this heinous crime will be
brought to justice,” provincial information minister Shaukat
Yousafzai said. Kohistani’s murder has ignited anger in
Pakistan, where rights activists have long fought against
the patriarchal notion of “honor”, which remains prevalent
across South Asia. 

Women have been shot, stabbed, stoned, set alight and
strangled for bringing “shame” on their families for every-
thing from refusing marriage proposals to wedding the
“wrong” man and helping friends elope. Men can be victims
too, though it is rarer. “Will be raising this shocking murder
of Afzal Kohistani in parliament,” opposition leader Sherry
Rehman tweeted. Rights activists participating in a march to
mark International Women’s Day on Friday condemned
Kohistani’s shooting.

“This incident has brought to the focus, once again, how
vulnerable those that raise their voice still are,” said Benazir
Jatoi, a human rights lawyer and march organizer. Witness
protection was “almost non-existent”, she added. “Today’s
march in Islamabad will remember Afzal and other brave
Pakistanis like him and we will that perpetrators be held
accountable,” said Jatoi. The independent Human Rights
Commission of Pakistan (HRCP) said it was concerned the
killing would “have a ripple effect on human rights defend-

ers who monitor and report ‘honor’ killings and are remind-
ed of what their work could cost them”.

Wedding video 
The wedding video emerged in 2012, showing women

clapping as two men danced in the deeply conservative
mountainous area of Kohistan, 175 kilometers north of the
capital Islamabad.  The men and women had allegedly been in
the room together, in defiance of strict tribal customs that
separate men and women at weddings-though the video does
not show them together. A local cleric sentenced several
women and men to death over the video. Kohistani is believed
to have been related to some of the men in the video. His
entire family were banished from Kohistan as a result.

He took the rare step of pushing the case before the
media and the justice system. The Supreme Court launched
a commission to investigate-but in June 2012 was told the
women had never been murdered at all. A fact-finding team
met women who were purportedly those shown in the video
and said they were alive. But Kohistani insisted that the
women shown to the fact-finding officials were different
women, and that the death sentences had been carried out.
Three more men-Kohistani’s brothers-were later killed by a
rival family. A Pakistani court convicted six of their killers in
2014. —AFP

On North Korea, 
Trump clings to ‘all 
or nothing’ strategy
WASHINGTON: In Hanoi, Donald Trump overturned
the widely held assumption he would be willing to set-
tle for an interim agreement on North Korea’s denu-
clearization. But despite the breakdown of the summit
and the atmosphere of skepticism that now abounds,
the US president seems determined to stick with his “all
or nothing” approach, betting on his personal “chem-
istry” with Kim Jong Un to save the day. Trump insisted
Friday his relationship with Kim “remains good” even
as his aides attempted to paper over the collapse of the
high-stakes second summit which concluded last week
without even a modest deal on reducing Pyongyang’s
nuclear program in exchange for sanctions relief. 

“Nobody in the administration advocates a step-by-
step approach,” a senior State Department official told
reporters this week.  In other words, Washington wants
what administration officials have called a “big deal”-
”the complete elimination of their weapons of mass
destruction program,” the State Department official
said. In return, Washington would ease the pain of the
crippling sanctions that have strangled the isolated
North’s economy.

“It really seems there’s an all or nothing approach
right now from the administration,” Frank Aum, a former
advisor to the Pentagon, said at a recent meeting host-
ed by the United States Institute of Peace (USIP). “That
seems to be backtracking” which “the Kim regime
would not be very happy about,” Aum added. It’s a
position that has taken many observers by surprise giv-
en how, in the run-up to the summit, the administration
dropped numerous hints it was willing to take a more
incremental approach to the talks.

“In no rush” was how Trump repeatedly described
his stance-a position echoed by his Secretary of State

Mike Pompeo, who emphasized: “We’ve always known
this would be a long process.” The administration’s
point man on North Korea, Stephen Biegun, said the
US would be prepared to pursue commitments “simul-
taneously and in parallel” while suggesting there was
room for maneuver when it came to sanctions. That
created the impression that Washington could be will-
ing to countenance the step-by-step disarmament and
sanctions relief sought by Pyongyang.

Trust deficit 
But when Kim proposed dismantling the Yongbyon

nuclear complex in exchange for lifting the main sanc-
tions, Trump refused. “It has very much been character-
istic of past negotiations to take an incremental
approach to this that stretches it out over a long period
of time, and quite honestly, has failed on previous occa-
sions,” the senior State Department official said. In
Washington, the new line has been interpreted as a vic-
tory for National Security Advisor John Bolton, long a
hawk on North Korea, over Pompeo and Biegun. —AFP

How abused boy
scouts made 
Church tremble 
LYON: The conviction of the archbishop of Lyon for
covering up paedophilia in his diocese is a victory for
victim and campaigner Francois Devaux, whose
dogged efforts to publicize the abuse have made him a
hero - and a reluctant cinema star. Archbishop
Philippe Barbarin, 68, the most senior French cleric
caught up in an abuse scandal, was handed a six-
month-suspended jail sentence on Thursday for failing
to report a priest under his responsibility to police. 

The verdict was another shock to the French
Church, but a triumph for the victims who have
worked for years for justice - none more so than
Devaux who has become one of the public faces of the
fight.  The bearded 40-year-old interior decorator
sounded relieved and satisfied at the court on
Thursday, calling the verdict “the end of a long jour-
ney” that has come at personal cost. 

“For everyone, all the people who joined us —
lawyers, journalists, writers, film makers — it has been
very invasive, very heavy in our lives for the last four
years,” he told AFP. In December 2015, Devaux co-
founded a group called La Parole Liberee (Freed Speech)
with another victim, Alexandre Dussot-Hezez, who had
been abused by the same priest in a parish in Lyon in
southeast France. As a 10-year-old, Devaux had reported
being kissed inappropriately by the priest, Bernard
Preynat, during a trip with fellow boy scouts in 1990.

His parents later confronted church leaders.
Twenty-five years later, his aim with the victims’
group was to create a “space for expression and
support for the victims of paedophilia” which would
encourage others to testify against Preynat. A trickle
of initial testimony soon turned into a deluge, with
more than 80 other people coming forward to
denounce Preynat’s acts over a 20-year period start-
ing in the 1970s. The retired priest has since been
charged with sexual abuse and will go on trial this
year. He has admitted his guilt. —AFP

MUMBAI: Indian authorities on Friday dynamited the
multi-million-dollar seafront mansion of fugitive billion-
aire and jeweler to the stars Nirav Modi, officials said.
The 33,000 square-foot property near Mumbai,
believed to be worth $14 million, was seized after Modi
was accused of involvement in a massive bank fraud
that rocked India’s corporate community. “We have
razed the structure to the
ground using dynamite,”
Bharat Shitole, an official for
government of the western
state of Maharashtra said. 

Video footage aired by
Indian news channels showed
the sprawling bungalow
crumble to the ground within
seconds of the controlled
blast. Modi, 48, owned luxury
jewelry stores in several major
cities across the world and
boasted celebrity customers including actresses Naomi
Watts, Kate Winslet and Priyanka Chopra-Jonas before
his downfall last year. He fled India in February 2018
after being accused of playing a central role in a $1.8-
billion fraud involving Punjab National Bank (PNB), the
country’s second-largest public lender.

Modi and his uncle and business partner Mehul

Choksi, also a diamond merchant, allegedly defrauded
PNB out of more than $40 million. Authorities say the
pair diverted large sums of the loan money illegally to
invest in foreign companies. Choksi fled to Antigua
while the Financial Times reported last June that Modi
was in Britain. Indian authorities have seized assets of
Modi worth around $90 million including his jewelry

business, overseas bank
accounts, a London property
worth around $7.8 million and
two others in New York val-
ued at $29 million.

Shitole said authorities
decided to demolish the sea-
side mansion rather than put it
up for auction because it was
illegally built and had violated
environmental regulations.
Forbes estimated Modi’s
wealth at $1.73 billion before

the alleged fraud, placing him 85th on India’s rich list.
Modi is not the only Indian billionaire facing heat from
authorities. Vijay Mallya, a business tycoon who until
recently owned a Formula One team, left India in 2016
after authorities filed money-laundering charges
against him. He is currently fighting extradition from
Britain. —AFP
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MUMBAI: The remains of the structure of Nirav Modi’s mansion are seen in Alibaug, off Mumbai coast
yesterday. Indian authorities dynamited the multi-million-dollar seafront mansion of fugitive billionaire
and jeweler to the stars Nirav Modi. —AFP
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