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KUWAIT: Interior Ministry Undersecretary Lt Gen Essam Al-Naham, accompanied by Assistant
Undersecretary for Traffic Affairs and Operations Maj Gen Jamal Al-Sayegh, and Assistant
Undersecretary for Residency Affairs Maj Gen Talal Maarafi visited the Kuwait Embassy in London and
was received by Ambassador Khalid Al-Duwaisan. KUWAIT: The scene inside a Mahboula apartment

where a fire was reported yesterday.

RIYADH: Army chiefs and officials of GCC member states attend the conclusion of joint Gulf military
exercises in Saudi Arabia yesterday. —Defense Ministry photos

Panel formed to
support road
maintenance efforts
By A Saleh

KUWAIT: Minister of Public Works and Minister of
State for Housing Affairs Jenan Bushehri issued a deci-
sion forming a technical consultancy committee com-
prising elements from the Ministry of Public Works
(MPW), the defense ministry, Kuwait University and
Kuwait Institute for Scientific Research (KISR) to sup-
port MPW’s efforts in roads and infrastructure main-
tenance. The committee will be headed by the MPW
undersecretary and include six members. The decision
also said that the committee will provide full support
to MPW and Public Authority for Roads and
Transportation (PART) officials on plans to repair
roads, provide technical and consultation support dur-
ing repairs, supervise and document the process and
report back to Bushehri.    

Project delays
The Public Authority for Housing Welfare said con-

struction in Mutlaa residential city is going according
to schedule despite delays in some contracts, adding
that it reschedules delayed tasks on a daily basis. The
authority added that construction orders are made by
the municipality in collaboration with other relevant
bodies. The authority’s official spokesperson Ibrahim
Al-Nashi said the body’s role lies in preparing plans
and the needed infrastructure before having each rele-
vant government body take over. Nashi explained that
the city has four contracts - the first started in Sept
2016 to build main roads and is due to be completed in
Sept 2020. He added that the project is ahead of sched-
ule with 57.41 percent actual achievement so far. The
second contract involves building infrastructure for
18,519 housing units. Nashi noted this project, which
started in April 2017 and is scheduled to be concluded
in Oct 2019, is 37 percent behind schedule because of
some problems the contractor faced.  He added that the
third contract involves building infrastructure for 4,770
units in the suburbs, adding that work on the project is
expected to conclude in March 2020 and is on sched-
ule. Finally, Nashi said the fourth contract involves
building infrastructure for 4,999 units in the suburbs,
adding that work on the project is expected to be con-
cluded in March 2020 and is on schedule.

Troopers died
The British Daily Mail newspaper said two US

troopers died in a traffic accident in Kuwait on
Tuesday after their vehicle collided into a truck in
northern Kuwait. The US Department of Defense said
Jackson Johnson (aged 20) and Holly Polanski (37) had
been killed in a non-combat incident, while a third
unidentified soldier was injured. The statement said
the three soldiers were airlifted by a US army chopper
to Camp Arifjan hospital, where Polanski died on
arrival. Johnson died later and the third soldier is
awaiting medical evacuation from Kuwait. 

Committee meeting
Chairman of the parliamentary legislation and legal

committee MP Khaled Al-Shatti said that the commit-
tee will meet tomorrow to discuss three bills including
the establishment of a judicial disputes council pro-
posed by MP Ahmad Al-Fadhl, amending decree law
number 38/1980 pertaining civil and commercial
pleadings proposed by MPs Abdulwahab Al-
Babatain, Al-Humaidi Al-Subaei, Omar Al-Tabtabaei,
Thamer Al-Thafeiri and Mubarak Al-Hajraf, and
adding a new chapter to law number 38 proposed by
MP Khaled Al-Shatti.

RIYADH: Joint Gulf military exercises came to a close in
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia yesterday, with the army
chiefs and officials of GCC member states attending. Land,
air and naval forces from the Gulf Cooperation Council
(GCC) members partook in the 10th edition of the

Peninsula Shield Drill. Speaking at the wrapping-up cere-
mony, Commander of the Exercises Gen Abdullah Al-
Qahtani commended the joint drill as one of the fruits of
inter-Gulf cooperation in the kingdom. The annual exercise
came in the context of integrated military cooperation

involving preparedness, sharing of expertise and upgrad-
ing of capabilities and efficiency, he added. Spokesman of
the Joint Drill Brig Gen Abdullah Al-Subaie said that the
last stage of the significantly sophisticated joint drill was
conducted with live ammunition. It is part of Saudi Arabia’s

wider strategic and comprehensive vision of boosting
security and military preparedness and maintaining
regional and world security and stability, he added. The
Peninsula Shield Drill kicked off on February 23, with the
participation of Gulf land, naval and air forces. —KUNA

Gulf war games wind up in Saudi Arabia

Free services
waste of public
funds: MoH
By Meshaal Al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: The Ministry of Health (MoH) explained that
the new fees collected for some services provided by
the medical licenses department, the general medical
council and the radioactivity prevention department

are mainly for logistical services. MoH’s official
spokesperson Dr Ahmad Al-Shatti said that the new
resolutions include reviewing and updating fees of
some services that had remained unchanged since
1993, making those fees match those collected in other
GCC states and excluding citizens from the fees col-
lected by the general medical council. Shatti added
that continuing to offer public services for free, namely
for non-Kuwaitis, is a waste of public funds, and noted
that the new fees had been set after careful studies.
Shatti’s statement refuted social media condemnation
of the resolutions on the new fees that were made
without full understanding of the new changes and the
exclusion of citizens from them. 

30 evacuated
from burning
Mahboula building
By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Firemen put out a blaze reported in a
Mahboula apartment yesterday. The fire was on the
third floor of a six-floor building, Kuwait Fire
Service Directorate (KFSD) said. Mangaf and
Fahaheel fire stations responded and firemen evacu-
ated 30 persons from the building. One person suf-
fered from smoke inhalation and was taken to hospi-
tal. Separately, firemen put out a fire in an annex in a
Khaitan building. Residents were evacuated and the
fire was put out without injuries.

Kuwait pleased
with development in
South Sudan’s deal
NEW YORK: Kuwait expressed joy over the develop-
ment in the South Sudan peace deal, hoping all sides
would complete the pre-transitional stage before May.
The remarks were made by Kuwait’s Permanent
Representative to the UN Ambassador Mansour Al-
Otaibi during the UN Security Council’s (UNSC) ses-
sion on Friday.

Otaibi welcomed the return of conflicting leaders to
the capital Juba, hoping that other parties would also
join in the peace deal. Meanwhile, he called for allowing
women to take part in executing the deal and play a
role in ending the conflict. Although the security condi-
tion in Juba is improving, the UN mission must exert
more efforts to protect civilians and boost the political
process, he noted.

Otaibi also thanked South Sudan’s neighboring
countries, especially the Intergovernmental Authority
on Development (IGAD) member-countries for sup-

porting the peace process. Moreover, the Ambassador
called for a safe return of refugees and displaced citi-
zens to their homes in the country. 

Separately, Kuwait had underlined the important
role of regional organizations in settling disputes, par-
ticularly when the UN cannot confront such disputes
on its own. Otaibi made those remarks during a
Security Council briefing session by the Organization
for Security and Peace in Europe (OSCE). Otaibi said,
“if the United Nations plays an important and funda-
mental role in the entire cycle of conflicts and in post-
conflict peace and building periods, the support of
regional and sub-regional organizations in this process
is indispensable.”

“Chapter VIII of the UN Charter guides us, and also
encourages us to promote such cooperation, but it is
also clear that regional and sub-regional organizations
are critical cost effective to learn more about the reality
of some conflicts,” Otaibi added. He pointed out that
these organizations are the first sensor of the interna-
tional community and are better able to understand the
nature of any conflict, and how to deal with it and
respond better.

The commitment to continue the annual briefing by
OSCE chief since the first meeting in 2004 was a trans-
lation and confirmation of the Organization’s commit-

ment to strengthening cooperation with the United
Nations, particularly in the area of international peace
and security, Otaibi noted. The ambassador said that
OSCE is the largest geographical organization of
regional security, which includes the European, Asian
and Euro-Asian Mediterranean regions, which adds
great value to the common pursuit of international
peace and stability and its promotion and effective use
in facing the security challenges facing the international
community.

Otaibi welcomed the first high-level meeting
between the European Union (EU) and OSCE last
December and the agreement between the two organi-
zations to formalize their relationship through high-lev-
el annual meetings. Otaibi added that the European
continent is witnessing some prolonged conflicts that
require radical solutions, for example the conflicts in
Nagorno-Karabakh, Georgia, Kosovo, Bosnia-
Herzegovina, Cyprus and Moldova.

OSCE traces its origins to the detente phase of the
early 1970s, when the Conference on Security and Co-
operation in Europe (CSCE) was created to serve as a
multilateral forum for dialogue and negotiation between
East and West. Meeting over two years in Helsinki and
Geneva, the CSCE reached agreement on the Helsinki
Final Act, which was signed on August 1, 1975. —KUNA


