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LOS ANGELES: LeBron James overtook his
boyhood idol and inspiration, Michael Jordan, for
fourth on the NBA’s all-time scoring list Wednes-
day, making history with a driving layup for the
Los Angeles Lakers in a home loss to Denver.
The 34-year-old superstar matched the Chicago
Bulls legend’s career total of 32,292 points with
his first 12 of the game, then made history with
5:38 remaining in the second quarter and sank a
free throw to complete a 3-point play.

“A lot of stuff I’ve done in my career — this
ranks right up there at the top with winning the
championship,” James said. “It’s just crazy, to
be honest. It’s beyond crazy.” During the next
timeout, James went to the bench and buried
his head in a towel, appearing to cry while a
video tribute played on the scoreboard and he
reflected upon the achievement of surpassing
the icon he emulated. “It was very emotional.
A lot of things were going on inside me at the
time,” he said. “I didn’t want to show what was
going on behind that towel.”

Denver, led by Will Barton’s 23 points, de-
feated the Lakers 115-99 to pull within a game
of Golden State for the Western Conference
lead. The Nuggets (43-21) closed with a 26-12
run to foil a Lakers rally. But the night belonged
to James, who drew “Thank You MJ 23” on his
shoes. “For a kid from Akron, Ohio that needed
inspiration and some type of positive influence,
MJ was that guy for me. I watched him from afar,
wanted to be like MJ,” James said. “Me and my
friends, all we ever talked about was MJ. He was
everything. “You have no idea. Some days you
don’t even think you’re going to make it to the
next day because of the way things are going.
“Hopefully I can inspire the next kid like myself.”

Jordan and James are often compared as

the best players in NBA history. James wears
the same No. 23 worn by Jordan and re-
called being 15 when he first met his idol. “It
was like meeting Jesus. That’s what meeting
MJ was like, because I never thought I’d ever
meet him,” James said. “He was like lightning
in a bottle for me. “MJ had a lot to do with
me making it out (of poverty) as well as my
mother. But Mike had no idea what he was
doing for a kid growing up a 45-minute
flight from Chicago when he was doing all
that work.”

James finished with 31 points, moving his
fourth-best NBA career total to 32,311, and
added seven rebounds and seven assists for the
Lakers (30-35). James, the top scorer among
active players, made his points in 1,190 games
compared to 1,072 for Jordan. The next target
for James would be retired Lakers star guard
Kobe Bryant, who is third on the NBA career
list with 33,643 points. Lakers legend Kareem
Abdul-Jabbar holds the NBA points record
with 38,387, with long-time Utah great Karl
Malone ranked second on 36,928.

On his current pace, James figures to pass
Bryant next season and could overtake Abdul-
Jabbar by the end of his Lakers contract in the
2021-22 campaign if he stays healthy. James
hit two 3-pointers in the first quarter but also
went 0-4 from the free throw line. He added a
lay-in and jumper to match Jordan early in the
second quarter and then broke the record
soon after. “It was a pretty awesome mo-
ment,” Lakers coach Luke Walton said.
“Knowing that moment was a few minutes
ahead of him, I think that did something to
him, nerve-wracking, that he doesn’t feel nor-
mally at the start of a game.”

LaVine leads Bulls win 
In other games, Zach LaVine scored 39

points, making the decisive layup with 1.6 sec-
onds remaining, and host Chicago edged
Philadelphia 108-107. LaMarcus Aldridge
scored 32 points to power San Antonio over
host Atlanta 111-104 and Spencer Dinwiddie
netted 28 to lead Brooklyn over Cleveland 113-
107. Gordon Hayward’s jumper with two sec-
onds remaining gave Boston a dramatic 111-109

victory at Sacramento while Bradley Beal scored
30 points to lead Washington over Dallas 132-
123. Canada’s Kelly Olynyk scored 22 points and
grabbed 11 rebounds to lead Miami’s 91-84 win
at Charlotte while Andre Drummond scored 31
points to lead Detroit over Minnesota 131-114.
Frenchman Rudy Gobert had 22 points and 13
rebounds to help visiting Utah over New Or-
leans 114-104 and Phoenix beat New York 107-
96 in a duel of the NBA’s worst clubs.  —AFP

LeBron passes Jordan for 4th 
on all-time NBA points list

LOS ANGELES: LeBron James #23 of the Los Angeles Lakers dunks the ball against the Denver Nuggets on
March 6 2019 at STAPLES Center. —AFP

Former World Series 
MVP Perez to miss 
entire 2019 season
LOS ANGELES: Kansas City Royals catcher Salvador Perez,
the 2015 World Series Most Valuable Player from Venezuela,
will undergo tendon replacement surgery Wednesday and
miss the entire 2019 Major League Baseball season. The Roy-
als announced Tuesday that Perez, who suffered the injury a
week ago during a workout, will need Tommy John surgery
after being examined by a specialist Tuesday in Los Angeles.

The 28-year-old South American standout, a six-time All-
Star and five-time Gold Glove award winner for fielding skills,
underwent an MRI exam last week that showed damage to
the right elbow ulnar collateral ligament. If surgery and reha-
bilitation go well, Perez might return in time for the start of
the 2020 season. Reserve Cam Gallagher and rookie Meibrys
Viloria are set to handle catching duties this season.

“There are going to have to be a lot of guys who have
to step up,” said Kansas City’s Alex Gordon. “It won’t just
be one guy. You just can’t replace a guy like Sal. But Cam
is capable of filling in for him and we’re excited to see what
he can do.” —AFP

China’s Lin Dan 
dumped out of 
All England Open
LONDON: Chinese badminton superstar Lin Dan crashed out of
the All England Open in the first round, losing to Japan’s Kanta
Tsuneyama. Lin, a six-time winner of the tournament who is now
ranked 12th in the world, fell to a 19-21, 21-14, 21-7 defeat in Birm-
ingham on Wednesday. The 35-year-old, nicknamed “Super Dan”,
said he struggled with his concentration.

“Every player is fighting very hard to win more points because
of the coming Olympics,” he was quoted as saying by Chinese
state news agency Xinhua. “I will play more tournaments for more
ranking points.” Tsuneyama, 22, who is ranked 17th, said his “phys-
ical ability” gave him the edge. “This tournament is the greatest,
so I really want to win as much as possible and I feel the atmos-
phere here is unique, so I want to proceed as far as I can — I feel
very confident now,” he said.

In front of noisy support the Japanese player struggled against
one of the greatest shuttlers ever in the first game but turned the
tide after that. Tsuneyama accelerated away midway through
game two with five consecutive points and Lin never got close in
the decider, with the younger player showing more energy. Cur-
rent Olympic champion and two-time All England champion Chen
Long, the fourth seed, crashed out 21-15, 21-17 to Denmark’s Ras-
mus Gemke.  —AFP

British Olympic champion 
Skinner retires from track
PARIS: Britain’s Callum Skinner, a team sprint Olympic gold medalist, has
retired at 26 due to health reasons and will now throw his efforts into
promoting athletes’ rights. “I am calling time on my elite cycling career,”
Skinner said to general surprise on Thursday, just three weeks after be-
coming one of the leading members of the ‘Global Athlete’ rights body.

Alongside Jason Kenny and Philip Hindes, Skinner was part of
Britain’s trio of team sprint gold winners at the Rio Velodrome in 2016,
providing the final kick to the line that sealed their razor’s edge win
over New Zealand. Skinner, who is dyslexic, also won silver in the Rio
individual sprint behind teammate Kenny. While he won a Common-
wealth Games bronze in 2018, his days as an athlete have since been
cut short by sickness. “I have been on an extended break due to my
health deteriorating,” the Manchester-based Scotsman said on his
personal blog. “I have made incredible progress and I’m pleased to
say have almost fully recovered,” Skinner said without mentioning his
ailment. “I appreciate that 26 might seem to many quite young to be
transitioning away from the track, but I have never considered myself
just an athlete,” Skinner said.

“My focus and effort now lies in working in partnership with British
Cycling to continue to make the athlete experience more human,” he
explained. Global Athlete, a non-profit organization funded by dona-
tions, aims to give a greater voice to competitors in Olympic and Para-
lympic sports. Skinner spoke last year at an emergency summit at the
White House, accusing the International Olympic Committee of letting
athletes down by refusing to heed calls for reform.  —AFP


