
Sport
Price downs Kings, ties Habs’ 
record mark for goalie wins

Bairstow powers England 
to win in opening T20

Pochettino hails Euro goal king 
Kane as Tottenham  march on2725 26

Established 1961 

THURSDAY, MARCH 7, 2019

Celtics stun Warriors in blowout
Warriors make Evans first woman drafted by NBA 2K League

BOSTON: Boston Celtics guard Terry Rozier (12) dribbles the ball against Golden State Warriors center DeMarcus Cousins.

OAKLAND: Gordon Hayward scored 19 of his 30
points in the first half Tuesday night as the Boston
Celtics stunned the Golden State Warriors with 73
points in the first 24 minutes en route to a 128-95 shel-
lacking in Oakland, Calif. Kyrie Irving recorded 19
points and 11 assists for the Celtics, who were opening
a four-game western swing after having lost five of
their past six games. Stephen Curry had 23 points for
the Warriors, who lost at home by at least 20 points for
the fifth time this season. Golden State played without
Klay Thompson, who missed his second straight game
with a sore right knee.

ROCKETS 107, RAPTORS 95
James Harden scored 35 points — 19 in about the

final seven minutes of the fourth quarter-as visiting
Houston lost a 22-point lead before coming back to
beat Toronto and extend its winning streak to six
games. Gerald Green added 18 points for the Rockets,
who won both meetings between the teams this season.
Kawhi Leonard led Toronto with 26 points, Pascal
Siakam had 17 points and 10 rebounds, and Serge
Ibaka contributed 10 points and 15 rebounds.

TIMBERWOLVES 131, THUNDER 120
Karl-Anthony Towns scored 41 as Minnesota beat

visiting Oklahoma City in Minneapolis for its third con-
secutive win this season over the Thunder. Oklahoma
City’s Paul George returned to the lineup after missing
three games with a sore shoulder, but he struggled,
making just 8 of 25 shots from the field and 4 of 14 from
behind the 3-point arc to finish with 25 points. Russell
Westbrook led the Thunder with 38 points and 13
rebounds, sinking 15 of 28 shots and five 3-pointers.
Andrew Wiggins finished with 18 points for the
Timberwolves.

GRIZZLIES 120, TRAIL BLAZERS 111
Mike Conley scored a career-high 40 points to lead

Memphis over visiting Portland, draining 6 of 7 3-point
attempts while connecting on 12 of 18 shots overall.
Delon Wright added 25 points on 9-of-13 shooting for
Memphis, and Jonas Valanciunas scored 17 points. CJ
McCollum scored 27 points for the Trail Blazers, who
finished 5-2 on a seven-game road trip. Damian Lillard
scored 24 points, and Maurice Harkless added a sea-
son-best 20.

76ERS 114, MAGIC 106
JJ Redick scored 26 points, his 23rd 20-point game

this season, to lead host Philadelphia past Orlando.
Tobias Harris scored 21 points and grabbed 12
rebounds while Ben Simmons had 16 points, 13
rebounds and eight assists for Philadelphia. Evan
Fournier paced the Magic with 25 points while Aaron
Gordon added 24. Jonathan Isaac scored 16 points, and
Nikola Vucevic had 12 points and 12 rebounds.

PACERS 105, BULLS 96
Bojan Bogdanovic scored 27 points on 9-for-14

shooting, and Indiana held on to win against Chicago in
Indianapolis. Darren Collison added 22 points on 7-for-
10 shooting for the Pacers. Myles Turner registered 10
points and 11 rebounds, and he set a career high with
seven blocked shots. Zach LaVine scored 27 points to
lead the Bulls. Robin Lopez finished with 20 points, and
Lauri Markkanen posted his sixth double-double in the
past seven games with 14 points and 13 rebounds. 

Meanwhile, Chiquita Evans became the first woman
even selected in the NBA 2K League Draft, going 56th
overall Tuesday to Warriors Gaming Squad, the team

operated by NBA champion Golden State. The 30-year-
old Chicago gamer, whose tag is Chiquitae126, became
emotional as she realized her groundbreaking eSports
role beyond being the second pick in the fourth round. “I
told myself I wasn’t going to cry, that I was going to hold
it in, but it was just too hard,” Evans said. “It feels surreal.
It’s an amazing experience. I’m very glad to be here,
excited to be here. It’s a very humbling experience.”

She will be among 126 players in the league, which
had no women players in its inaugural campaign. “A lot
of people want my perspective on the gaming scene for
women in general and want me to answer questions as
far as do I feel like it will improve,” Evans said. “I feel
like it will improve, but it starts with women ourselves.

“We have to go out here and get ourselves known.
We have to learn to have tough skin and just go out
there and compete, no matter what anyone says.” The
gym trainer credited playing actual basketball in high
school, college and semi-pro levels with building the
toughness she needed to excel as a gamer and draw the
loudest ovation from draft spectators. “It has been
amazing,” she said. “The support that I have gotten over
the last few months has been amazing.”— Agencies

MIAMI: England laid down a marker for this year’s
FIFA Women’s World Cup on Tuesday, defeating
Japan 3-0 to clinch victory in the four-nation
SheBelieves Cup friendly tournament in Florida.
First-half goals from Lucy Staniforth, Karen
Carney and Beth Mead sealed a comfortable win
for Phil Neville’s side at Tampa’s Raymond James
Stadium as they build towards the Women’s World
Cup in France.

The result means England, who had beaten
Brazil in their opening game last week and drawn
against the United States on Saturday, were guar-
anteed to finish on top of the round-robin stand-
ings. More significantly, the win hands England a
psychological boost against the Japanese, who
defeated the Lionesses 2-1 in the 2015 World Cup
semi-finals. The two teams will meet again in
Group D of this year’s World Cup on June 19.

The United States edged Brazil 1-0 in the final
game of the tournament, with Tobin Heath’s goal in

the 20th minute lifting the hosts into second place
overall. On Tuesday’s evidence, England will head
to the World Cup bristling with confidence after
wrapping up an impressive SheBelieves campaign
with an emphatic victory. Knowing a win would be
good enough to take the title, England’s women
effectively sealed the outcome with a devastating
first-half performance that saw them go 3-0 up
within the first 30 minutes. Jodie Taylor was the
first to test the Japanese defense after 11 minutes,
shooting just wide of goalkeeper Erina Yamane’s
post. The English did not have long to wait to take
the lead, however, when a minute later Taylor’s
clever reverse pass sent Staniforth in on goal. The
Birmingham City midfielder still had plenty to do
but calmly glided past the Japan defense before
drilling a low shot past Yamane into the bottom
corner.

Taylor was involved once more for England’s
second goal on 23 minutes, crossing for the
unmarked Carney, who coolly nodded in from
close range. The pick of the English goals came in
the 30th minute, when a magnificent 50-yard pass
from Keira Walsh sent Mead racing clear down the
right flank.

The Arsenal winger cut inside and, after looking
around to survey her passing options, chose to go
for goal herself and lashed in a thumping left-foot
finish to beat Yamane at the near-post.—AFP

PRETORIA: South Africa’s Quinton de
Kock top-scored with a fluent 94 as
they cruised to a 113-run victory over
Sri Lanka and a 2-0 lead in their five-
match One-Day International series
yesterday. South Africa claimed an
eight-wicket victory in the opening
match on Sunday and were dominant
again despite losing their last six wick-
ets for 31 runs as they posted a below-
par 251 all out.

Their bowlers picked up wickets at
regular intervals though and dismissed
Sri Lanka for 138 in 32.2 overs to claim
an emphatic win. De Kock blazed away
at the top of the order after South
Africa were sent in to bat, racing to 94
from 70 balls before he top-edged a
Thisara Perera delivery while attempt-
ing the six that would have taken him to

his century.
South Africa captain Faf du Plessis

(57) kept up his good run of form, but
the home side will be concerned about
a late order collapse that restricted
their total when 300 had seemed a min-
imum at the midway point of the
innings.

Sri Lanka never looked in control of
the chase and lost wickets at regular
intervals, with Oshada Fernando (31)
providing the top score in their meagre
total. South Africa seamer Lungi Ngidi
(2-14 in 5.2 overs) was the pick of the
home attack, but fast bowler Kagiso
Rabada (3-43), leg-spinner Imran Tahir
(2-39) and newcomer Anrich Nortje (2-
25) also impressed. South Africa can
wrap up the series in the third ODI in
Durban on Sunday. — Reuters

S Africa thump  Sri
Lanka in second ODI

England rout
Japan to take
SheBelieves title

TAMPA: England celebrates winning the SheBelieves Cup at
Raymond James Stadium on Tuesday in Tampa, Florida. — AFP


