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DORTMUND: Mauricio Pochettino heaped praise on
Harry Kane as the England striker became Tottenham
Hotspur’s top scorer in Europe and fired them into
the Champions League quarter-finals.

Kane’s second-half goal at Borussia Dortmund on
Tuesday put Spurs in the last eight after sealing a 1-
0 last-16, return leg win to clinch a 4-0 aggregate
victory. It was Kane’s 24th European goal-his 14th in
the Champions League added to 10 in the Europa
League-to take him past Jermain Defoe’s tally of 23. 

“I’m so happy for him, you all know how I feel
about him - he’s one of the best strikers in the
world,” said Pochettino. Kane was not the only Spurs
player to reach a key milestone at Dortmund as goal-
keeper Hugo Lloris kept his 100th clean sheet.

“I want to congratulate Kane and Lloris too,
because that was his  100th clean sheet for
Tottenham, which is fantastic for him too,” added
Pochettino. “Hugo was great. We conceded more
chances than we expected, but this type of game,
when you beat them 3-0 in the first leg, is very diffi-
cult - they have nothing to lose.”

This is the first time Tottenham are in the last
eight of the Champions League since 2010/11 when
they bowed out 5-0 on aggregate to Real Madrid.
Pochettino said he received a single-word message
from Spurs chairman Daniel Levy-”congratulations”.
Having beaten Dortmund 3-0 at Wembley in the first
leg, Pochettino hinted Spurs could be back at the
new White Hart Lane for the quarter-finals, due to be
held in mid-April.

“I feel very proud, I am very happy for our play-
ers,” said the Argentinian. “Tonight, it was an unbe-
lievable effort, I’m proud for the fans and for the

club. “It’s been a very particular season with a lot of
circumstance, so to be in the quarter-final is a fan-
tastic, I think this will be one to remember.

“It’s a massive achievement for the team.” In the
build-up, Pochettino demanded Spurs “finish the job”
after a substantial lead from the Wembley leg.

His s ide del ivered, soaking up everything
Dortmund threw at them in a one-sided first half
before Kane’s goal just after the break killed off the
hosts’ spirited challenge.  “This is a huge step, but
we have to keep growing and we need more nights
like this,” said Kane.

However, despite a mature performance,
Pochettino denied suggestions his team had proved
they can step up at this level. “To move to the next
level, it’s not just about being professional today, we
need to do more,” he said.

“You need more than just reaching the quarter-
finals. “After the first leg result, you could see the
risks  Dortmund took. “When you have the possibili-
ty to reach the quarter-finals, but everyone thinks
the job is done, it’s so dangerous.

“It was the first time we faced this type of situa-
tion, we had a tough first half an hour, we started to
play a bit and we did well to score after the break. “If
you look over the two legs, we deserved to win - we
scored four goals and didn’t concede any goals.”

After his first half-heroics in goal, Spurs goal-
keeper Lloris said the Premier League side do not
want to stop now in Europe. “As expected they
pushed hard for the first half an hour, we stayed
strong together thanks to the team spirit,” said
Lloris. “Now we can enjoy, because it  is a big
achievement - we don’t want to stop.” — AFP

Pochettino hails Euro goal king 
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Spurs are in the last eight of Champions League since 2010/11

DORTMUND: Tottenham Hotspur’s English striker Harry Kane (L) and Dortmund’s English midfielder Jadon Sancho vie
for the ball during the UEFA Champions League round of 16 second leg football match between BVB Borussia Dortmund
and Tottenham Hotspur on Tuesday in Dortmund, western Germany. — AFP

Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

UEFA EUROPA LEAGUE
Zenit St. Petersburg v Villarreal CF 20:55
beIN SPORTS HD 4
Stade Rennais v Arsenal FC 20:55
beIN SPORTS HD 2
Sevilla FC v SK Slavia Prague 20:55
beIN SPORTS HD 3
Eintracht Frankfurt v Internazionale Milano 20:55
beIN SPORTS HD 1
GNK Dinamo Zagreb v SL Benfica 20:55
beIN SPORTS HD 5
Valencia C.F v FK Krasnodar 23:00
beIN SPORTS HD 3
SSC Napoli v Red Bull Salzburg 23:00
beIN SPORTS HD 2
Chelsea FC v Dynamo Kyiv 23:00
beIN SPORTS HD 1

BERLIN: Bayern Munich chief Karl-Heinz Rummenigge
has slammed Germany head coach Joachim Loew for
the timing of his decision to cut Thomas Mueller,
Jerome Boateng and Mats Hummels from his plans.

Rummenigge is “irritated” that Loew dropped the
bombshell on Tuesday - a week before Bayern’s crunch
Champions League home game against Liverpool and
in the midst of the Bundesliga title race.

“We consider the timing and circumstances of the
announcement, both to the players and public, as ques-
tionable”, wrote Bayern chairman Karl-Heinz
Rummenigge in a joint statement with sport director
Hasan Salihamidzic.

“The last international match of the German national
team took place on 19 November 2018” - three and a
half months ago. Loew flew to Munich on Tuesday to
tell Mueller, 29, Boateng and Hummels, both 30, who
have 246 appearances for Germany between them, that
their international careers are over.

Loew made the announcement with Germany to host
Serbia on March 20 in a friendly, then play a Euro 2020
qualifier away to the Netherlands four days later and
wants a “new start”. The 59-year-old Germany boss
has been under pressure to make sweeping changes
since his side crashed out of last year’s World Cup.

Mueller, Boateng and Hummels were at the core of
the side which won the 2014 World Cup, but the trio
were off form during poor displays by the entire team
in Russia last year.  The Bayern bosses are ‘irritated’ by
Loew’s timing, ahead of ‘landmark’ games at home to
Liverpool in Europe next Wednesday and at home to
Wolfsburg in the league this Saturday.

Bayern are neck-and-neck with leaders Borussia
Dortmund on 54 points in the Bundesliga table with
only a goal difference of two keeping the Bavarians off
top-spot. “We were surprised that this happened as
part of an unannounced visit at (Bayern training com-
plex) Saebener Strasse,” said Rummenigge and

Salihamidzic.
Former Bayern and Germany midfielder Lothar

Matthaeus also questioned Loew’s timing. “The deci-
sion is okay, because we are talking about making
changes, but the moment is very unfortunate,” said
Matthaeus, a Sky pundit.

“A week before the game against Liverpool means
Loew has only brought unrest to Bayern Munich. “You
could have thrown these three players out of the
national team two months ago, after so many years of
merit, and not a week before the important match in the
Champions League.”

Mesut Ozil, who has not spoken to Loew since walk-
ing away from the Germany set-up last year citing
racism, said he felt sorry about Loew’s treatment of
close friend Boateng. “I am sorry that one of the best
German players in the last decades has to leave the
national team in this way,” wrote Ozil on Twitter.

Both Boateng and Hummels turned to youth to con-
sole themselves on Instagram. Boateng posted “Thank
you for brightening my day” when his god-daughter
posted a video to him saying “cheer up, they’re balla
balla (crazy)”.

Hummels posted a picture with his infant son Ludwig
alongside the text “cheerful”. — AFP

Rummenigge
‘irritated’ after 
Loew ditches
Bayern trio

MADRID: Santiago Solari said he would not give up as
coach of Real Madrid but the decision will probably not be
his to make. Zinedine Zidane earned the right to decide
himself and chose to leave last summer.

“It would have been difficult for me to win again next
year,” Zidane said in May.  “There have been good times
but also difficult times. I do not forget that. I want to end
with Real Madrid when everything is going well.”  Ten
months on, Zidane’s exit speech feels like a warning.

Madrid’s season is up in smoke after seven days in
which they were eliminated from the Copa del Rey,
deemed irrelevant in La Liga and humiliated in the
Champions League. “I did not come to the club in such a
difficult time to give up,” said Solari, after a 4-1 defeat to
Ajax on Wednesday sent his side out in the last 16.

In the league and cup, they were proven to be clearly
worse than Barcelona, their greatest rivals, and in Europe,
inferior to Ajax, the club that are supposed to supply the
elite not outplay them in their own back yard. 

Three defeats, all of them in their own stadium, the last
in the competition Madrid had begun to feel was their own
after three consecutive triumphs and four in five years.
“Here lies a team that made history,” read the front page of
Marca yesterday. “End of an era,” said Diario Sport. “The
disaster is huge,” wrote Mundo Deportivo. 

Solari had overseen a period of progress since taking
over from Julen Lopetegui in November but the decline
has been quick and familiar. Early improvement gave way
to a lack of goals, which slowly sapped belief. Mediocre
opponents took advantage and better ones ran riot. 

The club’s president Florentino Perez must now decide
if Solari is worth keeping until the summer, although it is
hard to see what would be gained by sacking him when
there is nothing left to be gained from the season. 

A new coach, with the same squad, would only surren-
der the feeling of freshness while for Perez, there might
also be merit in waiting until June when more candidates
could become available.  Yet he must be aware now of
what Zidane was indicating, the sense that there are bigger
problems to fix than the coach.  A Marca poll on Tuesday
night asked fans who they thought was to blame, with 79
per cent answering either ‘everyone’ or ‘the board’ and
only 7 per cent picking ‘Solari and Lopetegui’. 

After years of under-investment, Madrid’s spine is
creaking. Luka Modric is 33, Sergio Ramos 32, Toni Kroos
29 and Karim Benzema 31. Age is one thing but motivation
is another. Success is hard to replicate. 

Cristiano Ronaldo sought a new challenge with
Juventus but was not replaced, either by a single star or
two or three impact players that could collectively help
bridge the gap. Mariano Diaz, signed last minute from
Lyon, was not even on the bench yesterday. — AFP

Madrid failure 
puts Solari under 
fire and faith in 
youth to the test

LONDON: Arsenal manager Unai Emery will face a famil-
iar foe when the Gunners look to move a step closer to
Europa League glory and a return to the Champions
League at Rennes today. The mercurial talent of Hatem
Ben Arfa has helped the mid-table Ligue 1 side reach the
last 16 of a European competition for the first time.

Ben Arfa endured an unhappy two years under Emery
at Paris Saint-Germain where he was frozen out for an
entire season and made to train with the club’s reserves.
However, at 31, Ben Arfa has relaunched his career in the
more modest surroundings of Roazhon Park and will aim
to inflict revenge upon Emery today.

Rennes may lie 10th in Ligue 1, but shocked a highly-
fancied Real Betis in the last 32 with a thrilling 6-4 aggre-
gate win. “We know it’ll be a level up against such a club,”
said Rennes midfielder Benjamin Andre. “Arsenal is a name
that resonates throughout Europe. They will obviously be
the big favourites.”

Arsenal’s struggles on the road in Emery’s first season
in charge should give the French side reason to believe.

The Gunners have won just once away from home since
November, suffering an embarrassing 1-0 defeat to BATE
Borisov in the last 32 before turning the tie around at the
Emirates. French international Alexandre Lacazette will
miss out on a return to his homeland as he is suspended,
but there will be a homecoming of another sort for Petr
Cech, who spent two years at Rennes before joining
Chelsea in 2004.

Chelsea remain favourites to win the competition for a
second time in six years and will be confident of seeing off
Dynamo Kiev at Stamford Bridge as Maurizio Sarri has
bounced back from the brink of losing his job.

London derby victories over Tottenham and Fulham
have given the Italian breathing space after a 6-0 Premier
League thrashing by Manchester City and then seeing his
authority questioned by goalkeeper Kepa Arrizabalaga’s
refusal to be substituted in the League Cup final.

Sarri’s fate, though, will likely depend on sealing a
return to Champions League football next season and win-
ning the Europa League may yet prove the best means to
that end with Tottenham, Manchester United, Arsenal and
Chelsea fighting for the final two places in the Premier
League’s top four. The biggest threat to the English duo’s
chances of reaching the final in Baku on May 29 is likely to
come from Italian giants Napoli and Inter Milan. Defeat to
Juventus on Sunday means Napoli’s chances of a long-
awaited Scudetto seem over for another season, allowing
Carlo Ancelotti’s men to focus on Europe, starting with a
tricky tie against Austrian champions Salzburg, who
reached the semi-finals last season.— AFP

MELBOURNE: Australia swept past Argentina
3-0 yesterday to secure victory in the inaugural
four-team Cup of Nations and lay down their
credentials ahead of this year’s FIFA Women’s
World Cup.

First-half strikes by Sam Kerr and Alanna
Kennedy plus a late penalty from Caitlin Foord
sealed a comfortable win in Melbourne against
the South Americans, who lost all three games in
the round-robin event, leaking 10 goals and scor-
ing none.

Earlier, South Korea snatched two late goals to
beat New Zealand 2-0 and finish second. All four
teams are bound for the World Cup in France,
with the Cup of Nations designed to simulate a
group stage at the global showcase, with three
matches in a short timeframe. 

The Matildas, ranked sixth in the world, came
through with flying colours, beating the Koreans
4-1 and New Zealand 2-0 to give them a flawless
record under new coach Ante Milicic. A former
assistant with the Australian men’s team, Milicic
was appointed last month after previous coach
Alen Stajcic was dumped amid concerns about
“player welfare”.

Irrepressible skipper Kerr got on the score-
sheet after just four minutes, climbing unmarked
to meet a corner at the near post and putting a
powerful header past goalkeeper Vanina Correa.
The second also came from a corner with
Kennedy heading home from close range.

It was one-way traffic with the Matildas creat-
ing a host of other chances, and they finally got a
third in injury time from the penalty spot after
Steph Catley was hauled down during a goal-
mouth scramble.

In the earlier game, 14th ranked South Korea
battled past world number 19 New Zealand,
largely against the run of play. Substitute Ji So-
yun scored the opener on 74 minutes in a game of
few chances, striking a superb shot from outside
the area which beat keeper Erin Nayler. Despite
pressing hard for an equaliser, Tom Sermanni’s
team couldn’t find the breakthrough and South
Korea grabbed a second with three minutes left
when Moon Mi-ra pounced for a simple tap in
after Nayler failed to hang on to a save.  — AFP

Ben Arfa threatens 
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against Emery

LONDON: File photo shows Arsenal’s Spanish head coach Unai Emery (L) looks on as Tottenham Hotspur’s English
defender Danny Rose (2nd L) is knocked off the ball by Arsenal’s German defender Shkodran Mustafi (R) during the
English Premier League football match between Tottenham Hotspur and Arsenal at Wembley Stadium in London, on
March 2, 2019. —AFP
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Cup of Nations


