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Price downs Kings, ties Habs’ 
record mark for goalie wins
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MacKinnon sends Avalanche past Wings in overtime

WELLINGTON: All Blacks captain Kieran Read
announced yesterday he will retire from international
rugby after this year’s World Cup to play for
Japanese club Toyota Verblitz. The two-time World
Cup winner, who will be chasing a third straight tro-
phy this year, said the time felt right to leave.

“My family and I are looking forward to an over-
seas experience and Japan presents an awesome
opportunity to immerse ourselves in Japanese cul-
ture as part of the Toyota club,” the 33-year-old vet-
eran of 118 Tests said.

Read said he wanted to get the announcement out
early in the Super Rugby season so he could con-
centrate on playing for the Canterbury Crusaders
and the All Blacks at the World Cup. “Knowing it’s
my last opportunity, I’m very motivated and can’t
wait to get into it,” he said. “It’s an exciting time.”  

All Blacks coach Steve Hansen wished the number
eight well after an “outstanding” career. “He’s devel-
oped into a fantastic leader who has the utmost
respect of all his peers,” Hansen said. “What he has
achieved has been remarkable, and it’s fair to say
that he is one of the greats of our game.”

Read made his All Blacks debut in 2008 and
swiftly became the team’s first-choice number eight,
earning a World Rugby player of the year award in
2013. He first tasted captaincy of New Zealand in
2012 as part of the All Blacks long-term succession
plans, and eventually became the full-time skipper
after the 2015 World Cup when Richie McCaw
retired. 

At the time, New Zealand were facing an exodus
of talent, with the likes of McCaw, Dan Carter,
Conrad Smith and Ma’a Nonu either retiring or mov-
ing overseas.  But Read maintained the All Blacks’
high standards and ensured there was no post-tour-
nament slump, keeping the team’s win rate above 85
percent.

He also won three Super Rugby titles with the
Crusaders and said he intends to live in Christchurch
after his two-season deal in Japan ends. Read said he
was looking forward to working with former
Springboks coach Jake White at Toyota.

“Japan’s a bit closer to home than Europe and
probably a bit easier on the body as well considering
where I’m at in terms of my career,” he said. “They
brought me in not just to play but also to mould their
team and use all the experiences I’ve had in trying to
help them out.”

He hinted late last year that 2019 would be his
final World Cup after lengthy spells on the sidelines
caused by a wrist injury and a bulging spinal disc.
The All Blacks are keeping him in cotton wool ahead
of the tournament, with Read missing at least the first
six rounds of Super Rugby to minimise the risk of
further injury. 

Sam Whitelock has stepped in as captain during
Read’s injury-enforced absences but whether the
30-year-old is a long-term option remains to be
seen. Whitelock is rumoured to be eyeing a sabbati-
cal playing in Japan after the World Cup, along with
Brodie Retallick and Beauden Barrett. —AFP

All Blacks skipper 
to quit after WCup

LOS ANGELES: Carey Price tied the Montreal
Canadiens’ record for all-time wins by a goaltender
Tuesday, and he did it in dominating fashion, making 26
saves in a 3-1 victory over the host Los Angeles Kings.
Price’s 314th victory in net for the Canadiens tied him
with Jacques Plante, a Hall of Famer who played at
Montreal from 1952-63. Price had a shutout midway
through the third period before the Kings finally broke
through.

Brendan Gallagher, Shea Weber and Jordan Weal
scored goals as the Canadiens won for the fifth time in
their past eight games. Weal was making his debut for
Montreal, his third team of the season, after he was
acquired from the Arizona Coyotes last week. Matt Luff
scored a late goal for the Kings, the last-place team in
the Western Conference who lost for the 11th time in
their past 12 games (1-7-4).

AVALANCHE 4, RED WINGS 3 (OT)
Nathan MacKinnon scored 2:29 into overtime, and

Colorado rallied to beat Detroit in Denver. Mikko
Rantanen had a goal and two assists, Tyson Barrie
had a goal and an assist and J.T. Compher also scored
for the Avalanche. Colorado’s Semyon Varlamov
stopped 20 shots. Niklas Kronwall, Danny DeKeyser
and Filip Zadina scored for the Red Wings, who have
gone 0-5-3 over their last eight games. Jonathan
Bernier had 30 saves.

BRUINS 4, HURRICANES 3 (OT)
David Krejci scored early in overtime and also had

an assist as Boston rallied to extend its point streak to
17 games with a win over visiting Carolina. Krejci
scored 1:46 into the extra session as the Bruins capped
their comeback from a 2-0 deficit to improve to 13-0-4
since a 3-2 regulation loss to the New York Rangers on
Jan. 19. It’s the longest point streak in the NHL this sea-
son. Sebastian Aho matched a career high with 29 goals
after scoring two for Carolina, which had won five in a
row and 13 of 16.

LIGHTNING 5, JETS 2
Steven Stamkos and Adam Erne each had a goal and

an assist, Nikita Kucherov tied the team record for
points in a season and Tampa Bay beat Winnipeg to
extend its home winning streak to eight games. Mathieu

Joseph posted two assists, and Yanni Gourde, Cedric
Paquette and Brayden Point found the net for the
Lightning, who won for the 12th time in their past 13
games. Kucherov’s two assists pushed him to 108
points, tying the franchise mark for a season with
Vincent Lecavalier (2006-07). Andrei Vasilevskiy made
30 saves to win his 10th straight start.

ISLANDERS 5, SENATORS 4 (SO)
Jordan Eberle and Mathew Barzal scored in the

shootout as New York overcame the loss of goaltender
Robin Lehner late in the third period and edged Ottawa
at Uniondale, NY. Thomas Greiss made two saves and
was awarded the win after replacing Lehner, who exit-
ed with an undisclosed injury with 4:40 remaining.
Brady Tkachuk barreled into Lehner after getting by
Brock Nelson at the right side of the crease. The victo-
ry was the 800th of Islanders coach Barry Trotz’s
career. He’s the fourth coach to reach that mark.

PREDATORS 5, WILD 4 (SO)
Ryan Johansen scored the winner in the fourth round

of the shootout as Nashville defeated visiting
Minnesota to move into first place in the Central
Division. Craig Smith, Brian Boyle, Roman Josi and
Victor Arvidsson scored in regulation for the Predators,
who swept the home-and-home series after beating the
Wild 3-2 in a shootout Sunday in Minnesota.
Goaltender Pekka Rinne made 29 saves plus stopped all
four Wild attempts in the shootout. Minnesota’s Kevin
Fiala scored twice in his return to Nashville after being
dealt last week at the trading deadline. Pontus Aberg
and Eric Fehr also scored for the Wild, which extended
their points streak to a season-high seven games, and
goalie Devan Dubnyk stopped 21 shots. 

BLUE JACKETS 2, DEVILS 1 (SO)
Cam Atkinson scored his career-high 36th goal in reg-

ulation and converted in a shootout as Columbus skated
past New Jersey at Newark, N.J. In the first round of the
shootout, New Jersey’s Blake Coleman missed his
attempt. Atkinson then skated wide before backhanding
the puck past Cory Schneider (17 saves) and inside the
left post. After Blue Jackets goalie Sergei Bobrovsky (29
saves) poke-checked the puck away from Drew Stafford
in the second round, Artemi Panarin beat Schneider

between the pads to seal the win for a Columbus club
that registered a season-low 18 shots on goal.

PENGUINS 3, PANTHERS 2 (OT)
Jake Guentzel’s second goal of the game, at 2:44 of

overtime, gave Pittsburgh a win over visiting Florida.
Guentzel took a pass from Sidney Crosby and outbat-
tled Florida’s Michael Matheson at the blue line, drove
down the slot and backhanded the puck past goal-
tender Roberto Luongo for his 33rd goal. Crosby, who
earlier in the game reached the 1,200-point level of his
career, had a goal and two assists. Henrik Borgstrom
and Vincent Trocheck scored for Florida.

STARS 1, RANGERS 0
John Klingberg scored a goal, and Ben Bishop made

28 saves for his fourth shutout of the season as Dallas

outlasted visiting New York. Klingberg lit the lamp for
Dallas 1:16 into the second period when he collected a
pass from fellow defenseman Miro Heiskanen and fired
a wrist shot past New York rookie goaltender
Alexandar Georgiev off the post and into the net.
Georgiev stopped 31 of the 32 shots he faced.

DUCKS 3, COYOTES 1
Jakob Silfverberg had a goal and an assist for the

second consecutive game, and Anaheim beat Arizona in
Glendale, Ariz., to snap the Coyotes’ six-game winning
streak. Adam Henrique and Troy Terry also scored, and
Ryan Miller made 22 saves for the Ducks. Lawson
Crouse scored, and Darcy Kuemper made 28 saves for
the Coyotes, who fell three points back of the
Minnesota Wild for the second wild card from the
Western Conference. — Reuters

LOS ANGELES: Carey Price #31 and Brett Kulak #17 of the Montreal Canadiens defend as Adrian Kempe #9 of the
Los Angeles Kings dodges a shot on goal during the second period of a game at Staples Center on Tuesday in Los
Angeles, California.— AFP

KUWAIT: Sheikh Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah,
President of Kuwait and Arab Tennis Federations met
the big Swiss tennis star, Roger Federer in Dubai,
UAE, after the Final Ceremony of Dubai Duty Free
Tennis Championships 2019. He congratulated him on
winning his ATP 100th title. 

President of Kuwait and Arab Tennis Federations
informed Federer that Kuwait is about to fulfill and
open Sheikh Jaber Al-Abdullah Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
International Tennis Complex later this year and invit-
ed him to visit Kuwait assuring that Kuwait and Arab
tennis fraternity and all tennis fans in Kuwait will be
very happy to see him in Kuwait and its satae-of-art
international tennis complex.

The world tennis star welcomed the idea. In the
meanwhile, Sheikh Ahmad Al-Jaber thanked Hasher
Al-Maktoum, President of Tennis Emirates for his kind
invitation to attend the finals. He praised the great
success of the tournament every year thanks to the
sincere efforts of the organizers hoping them most of
success in the future.

Sheikh Ahmad 
Al-Sabah congratulates
Federer, invites
him to Kuwait

KUWAIT: Ooredoo Kuwait’s brand ambassador, Rakan
Al-Hasawi, won first place in the Amir Cup Competition
show jumping Competition which took place at the
Hunting and Equestrian Club. A large number of eques-
trians from local riding clubs participated in the com-
petition. 

Al-Hasawi won a number of awards locally and
regionally, such as the Atyab Al Marshoud
Championship,Al Diriyah Junior Jumping
Championship, the Kuwait Police Show Jumping
Tournament and the Kuwait Riding Center Tournament.

Ooredoo takes great pride in the achievement of the
young and promising Kuwaiti showjumper Rakan Al-
Hasawi. The company’s commitment to supporting
youth is deep-rooted within the core values in
Ooredoo Kuwait. Ooredoo is especially proud of the
young athletes that it sponsors, such as Kuwaiti cham-
pion Abdulaziz Al-Rashed, and Kuwaiti athlete Najlaa
Al-Jeraiwi who represented Kuwait in the Asian Games
last year.

Empowering youth is among Ooredoo’s top priori-
ties through its CSR strategy. The company has recent-
ly signed a memorandum of understanding with the
Ministry of State for Youth Affairs, to support youth

projects and initiatives. Ooredoo is continuously work-
ing with the Ministry to enrich youth experience in a
variety of fields, with a focus on volunteerism.

Ooredoo ambassador Al-Hasawi 
wins Amir Cup competition

PARIS: Jorge Lorenzo concedes he could have “thrown
in the towel” after a frustrating two-year spell at
Ducati, but the three-time MotoGP champion feels
rejuvenated and once again ready to challenge the
supremacy of title-holder Marc Marquez - his new
Honda stablemate. 

Marquez has taken the sport by storm since his 2013
debut in the top category, winning the championship in
five of the past six seasons, with fellow Spaniard
Lorenzo standing between him and perfection having
captured the 2015 title.

Yet injury clouds hover over both ahead of this
weekend’s season-opener in Qatar. Marquez has rated
his fitness at “almost 100 percent” following a gruelling
rehabilitation from December shoulder surgery, while
Lorenzo missed the first pre-season test at Sepang
after fracturing his wrist in a dirt bike crash.

Marquez has won just once among the elite at the
Losail circuit in Doha, a venue where Lorenzo has tri-
umphed on six occasions across three categories-
including a hat-trick of MotoGP victories. “This winter
has been different due to the surgery, I worked hard
with five hours of physio per day with only one goal:
start in the best conditions in the first race of the year,”
the 26-year-old Marquez said. 

“At the Qatar test I felt much better than at the
Malaysia test and now I can say that I start at almost
100 percent.” “Honda have done a lot to improve the
bike and in the test we were feeling strong, especially
for a circuit which usually isn’t the best for us,” he
added. After a fruitless 2017 campaign, Lorenzo

rebounded with three wins a year ago-in Italy,
Catalonia and Austria-before injury wrecked the latter
part of his season. He finished a career-worst ninth
after missing four races having hurt his wrist following
a nasty crash ahead of October’s Thailand Grand Prix.

“Last year, honestly, was tough and I went through a
period of emotional instability. I could have thrown in
the towel, but that’s not who I am,” Lorenzo wrote on
the official MotoGP website. 

“Signing with Honda has been a massive injection of
motivation. I’m convinced that, through my mentality,
ambition and sacrifice, I can be very competitive.
Fighting with Marc is a challenge for any rider and, at
this point in my career, it’s a great boost. 

“So far, I’m the only rider who has managed to win a
title against Marc. Nothing is impossible and with
effort, I want to prove it again.” Italy’s Andrea
Dovizioso, who finished second to Marquez, is confi-
dent of launching of a more consistent title bid and will
be joined by compatriot Danilo Petrucci at Ducati this
term. “2018 was a very positive year for me. We started
with a victory and, even if we had some ups and downs,
the difficulties pushed us to look in new directions and
half-way through the season we made a big step for-
ward,” he said. 

“The expectations are high, I have a great feeling
with both the bike and my crew, and we can count on
more experience.” Valentino Rossi, who turned 40 last
month, is coming off just a third winless season in 19 at
the top level as he finished a distant third overall.

The seven-time premier class champion lagged
behind factory Yamaha teammate Maverick Vinales
during February’s testing in Qatar, but team boss
Massimo Meregalli is convinced the iconic Italian will
shake off his early struggles.

“He hasn’t been that fast and hasn’t set very nice lap
times, but I’m not worried because, considering our pre-
vious experiences, we know that on Sundays at race time
he’s in front,” Meregalli told Motorsport.com.—AFP

‘Nothing is impossible’ as 
reinvigorated Lorenzo 
eyes Marquez crown

LONDON: Andy Murray says he is no longer in pain but
the former world number one is unsure whether he will be
able to play top-level tennis again following a second hip
operation. The 31-year-old underwent hip resurfacing sur-
gery at the end of January in a final throw of the dice to try
to overcome the problem that first became a serious issue
in 2017.

“I want to continue playing, I said that in Australia,”
Murray said at a sponsorship event at London’s Queen’s
Club. “The issue is I don’t know whether it’s possible.” “I’m
a lot happier now than I was, certainly the last 12 months,
because I have no pain in my hip now and I was in pain for
a long time,” he added.

“The rehab is slow but it’s been going pretty well. I just
need to wait and see how things progress. If it’s possible,
I’d certainly love to compete again.” —AFP

Murray ‘pain free’ but
unsure over future 


