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allowance and housing loans provided by the gov-
ernment.  Bushehri, who was present during the
Assembly debate, agreed to investigate the issue. The
revelation came during a special debate on the housing
problem, as MPs claimed that the number of those
waiting for government housing is still very large
despite government assurances to distribute more
houses. MP Saleh Ashour accused the government of
lacking a clear picture of how to tackle the housing
problem in the country, adding this issue relates mainly
to Kuwaiti youths, who represent some 65 percent of
the population.

He said only six percent of Kuwait’s territory is uti-
lized for housing, and accordingly the problem is not
the unavailability of land for housing or a lack of funds,
but in the management. Ashour called for establishing
border cities like other countries in the world. First
Deputy Prime Minister and Defense Minister Sheikh
Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah said the govern-
ment has plans in place to set up border cities, adding
that Kuwait has a free trade zone with Iraq and the
economic zone project in the north. He said details of
these projects will be made public soon. He said the
economic city in the north will be launched with both
Iraq and Iran.

The minister said that there are two major projects
in the north - Silk City, which has been merged with the
islands’ project and the economic zone, both of which

will require investments between $400 billion to $650
billion. Investments will be open to all and the Chinese
will contribute to the management of Mubarak Al-
Kabeer Harbor in Boubyan Island and will have the
right to select the investments they want.

Bushehri stressed that the government is continuing
with its plans to resolve housing problems by providing
12,000 units annually to cut the waiting period, which
some MPs claim has exceeded 15 years. MP Omar Al-
Tabtabaei said there are around 100,000 housing
applications with the ministry, adding that large num-
bers of citizens have refused houses in certain areas.
MP Abdulkarim Al-Kandari criticized the government’s
plans to send Kuwaiti citizens to border cities while
good and nearby residential areas like Jleeb Al-
Shuyoukh are populated by unmarried expatriates.

Roumi’s announcement about the 400 male couples
triggered uproar in the house, as he himself clashed
with MP Al-Humaidi Al-Subaei. Kandari said these are
clear forgery cases and must be referred for criminal
investigations. The Assembly then voted to ask the
housing minister to investigate these cases and report
back to the Assembly within two months, and then
refer the issue to the public prosecution if proven.
Several MPs called on the government to resort to res-
idential towers instead of building standalone houses in
a bid to accelerate the process of distributing houses
to citizens.

During yesterday’s session, the Assembly approved
amendments to the food law in which it toughened
penalties against those trading in spoiled food prod-
ucts, as MPs complained of rife corruption in this field.
The Assembly also rejected a draft law for the right of
obtaining information, because MPs found that some
articles are suspected to violate the constitution.
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He said building the maze required weeks of planning,
tens of thousands of dollars and 370 truckloads of snow
to supplement the relatively thin powder on their fields. 

“Making snow is really expensive,” he said, pointing
to the cost of renting generators, tractors and other
equipment, fuel and weeks of labor. There were design
challenges too. “You’re not designing a path, what you
are is designing walls and every wall has a double duty:
It’s got a path on this side and a path on that side,”
Masse said. “I wanna say it took me a better part of a
week. The corn maze I think I could do in a day and a
half so it’s a lot of more work to design.”

The couple used commercial computer-aided design
and drafting software.  Inside the labyrinth, visitors walk
between walls of snow that are 1.8 meters high, and atop
a layer of snow packed tightly to prevent it from melting
too soon into slush under the pedestrian traffic. They are
greeted by ice sculptures around several corners, and
benches have been set up around campfires burning in
five nooks to allow visitors to warm up before continu-
ing on and trying to solve the puzzle.

The fire pits also act as markers, which first-timers
Jillian Crooks and Cassidy Wegner said were indispen-
sable for finding their way. “It was fun,” Crooks said.
“We just kept turning every which way. It took us a
while. We didn’t time it, we should have. Maybe like
half an hour? Yep!” That bested the posted average of
30-45 minutes. If cold temperatures hold, the labyrinth
could stay open for a few more weeks, by which time
Clint Masse said he hopes to have had more than
10,000 visitors and turn a small profit. — AFP 
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Heat waves in India caused over 2,400 deaths in
2015, according to government data.

Officials of the Kerala’s disaster management author-
ity said cases of heat stroke and sunburn were already
being reported and they had asked various government
departments to take precautionary measures. “Summer

in Kerala was never harsh,” said Sekhar L Kuriakose, a
senior official with the Kerala State Disaster
Management Authority, which issued the sunstroke
warning last week. “This year we saw temperatures rise
by 3 degrees in 14 days during February. That is not
normal,” said Kuriakose.

Kerala announced health and pension benefits for
migrant workers in November. Last week, the state
inaugurated hostels for migrant workers in Palakkad
town and now plans to expand the scheme. With high
levels of literacy and an ageing population, Kerala leans
heavily on migrant workers, said Benoy Peter, executive
director at Kerala’s Centre for Migration and Inclusive
Development, a non-profit. — Reuters 
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MADRID: Women’s rights have taken
center stage in election campaigns for
Spain’s left- and right-wing parties as
International Women’s Day approaches
even as ultra-conservative groups hit back
at what they dub “radical feminism”.
Unions, feminist associations and leftwing
parties have called for a work stoppage for
two hours on March 8, hoping to recreate
the strike and mass protests seen nation-
wide to mark the same day in 2018.

But things are different this year. Political
parties are already busy campaigning for
upcoming snap general elections on April
28 and European, regional and municipal
polls on May 26. The ruling Socialist party,
centre-right Ciudadanos and the conserva-
tive Popular Party (PP) have all raced to
pledge to do their bit against gender
inequality in a country with a strong femi-
nist movement. But virulent anti-feminism
rhetoric has also made its entrance, with
far-right party Vox and an ultra-conserva-
tive association that chartered a bus with
the slogan “#StopFeminazis” coupled with
a picture of Hitler wearing pink lipstick.

Feminism - defined as the advocacy of
women’s rights on the ground of the equal-
ity of the sexes - like poverty or wealth
redistribution, are usually more the remit
of the left, says Cristina Monge, sociology
professor at the University of Zaragoza.
Socialist Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez has
made them a central theme of his cam-
paign. On Friday in its cabinet meeting, the
socialist government - which has the most
female ministers in Spain’s history -
approved a number of progressive meas-
ures. Among them, a gradual increase in
paternity leave so that it equals maternity
leave by 2021, and more transparency on
salaries in companies.

They aim to reduce the gender pay gap,
which stood at 14.2 percent in Spain and
16.2 percent in the European Union in
2016, according to the latest Eurostat fig-
ures. But Spain’s rightwing parties have
also embraced feminism for years, even if
they have not called to mobilize on March
8. Centre-right party Ciudadanos on
Sunday unveiled a manifesto for “liberal
feminism” that defends gender equality
and “doesn’t exclude men.”

Conservative PP meanwhile has glossed
over a speech by its leader Pablo Casado
criticizing abortion and is pledging to
reduce the gender pay gap and help
women enter the labor market. “Let’s not
let them speak in our name,” said outgoing
parliament speaker Ana Pastor in a PP
campaign video - in reference to the left.
“That’s tangible proof that feminism is here
to stay and sells” politically, Professor
Monge said. “Many right-Counter-protest 

In Spain, 77 percent say a strike on
March 8 is justified, according to a survey
by polling firm Metroscopia published
Monday. That, however, is five percentage
points less than a year ago, particularly
among those on the right as Vox’s popu-
larity increases. The far-right party, which
could play a decisive role after elections
in helping other right-wing parties secure
a majority in parliament, opposes a law
against gender violence that it feels is
“ideological” and “discriminatory”
towards men.

The bus chartered by conservative,
Catholic association HazteOir (“Make your-
self heard”), which compares feminists to
Nazis, has been driving around the country
for several days. It is protesting against a
law fighting gender violence, another for
gender equality and yet more for LGBT

rights, arguing these all discriminate against
men. Prosecutors in Barcelona asked the
bus to be stopped when it came to the
Mediterranean city, charging it incites hate
and discrimination, but a judge refused to
do so, citing freedom of expression.

Meanwhile the “Women of the World
Global Platform,” a Spanish initiative that
groups together conservative associations
from around the world, has called for a
counter-protest in central Madrid on
March 10. International Women’s Day “has

converted into a day for those who reject
femininity as well as masculinity, comple-
mentarity, maternity and dedication to the
family,” spokeswoman Leonor Tamayo said
in a statement. “But we want to celebrate
it, confirm it and reclaim it.” —  AFP 
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VALENCIA: Spokesperson of the conservative association “Hazte Oir” (Make yourself heard) Teresa Garcia speaks to the press as an activist
displays a flag behind her reading “Antifascist action” on Tuesday. — AFP 
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developing bilateral “historic” ties. The top Kuwaiti
diplomat noted that the visit is significant, especially
amidst current regional and global changes in which
Russia plays a ‘pivotal” role. 

Despite the fact that diplomatic ties with Moscow
date back to 1963, “yet they run even deeper and are
more historical, since when a Russian vessel docked in
Kuwait in 1902,” Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled noted, recall-
ing Russia’s support of UN Security Council resolutions
on the 1990 Iraqi invasion and occupation of Kuwait.
“We were honored to meet His Highness the Amir,
where we listened to His Highness’ valuable and wise
directives in terms of buttressing joint relations (with
Russia),” the foreign minister told the press conference
on him being received, along with Lavrov, by the Amir
earlier yesterday.

Describing talks with the Russian side as “inclusive
and intensive”, Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled said the meeting
covered most cooperation areas, significantly the eco-
nomic one. “We appreciate the Russian Federation’s
efforts and full support of His Highness the Amir’s media-
tion efforts to mend the GCC rift,” he added. 

Lavrov praised the results of the meeting held with
HH the Amir, pointing out the important bilateral talks
with Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled, which dealt with the
agreements concluded between the two countries during
the Amir’s visit to Russia in 2015. He said that the sixth
meeting of the joint economic and trade committee,
which was held on the sidelines of his current visit, con-
tributes to enhancing relations and investment between
the two countries, adding that Russian Investment Fund
and Kuwait Investment Authority are discussing projects
estimated at $200 million.

He confirmed that Moscow supports military cooper-
ation with Kuwait, pointing out to the participation of a

Kuwaiti military delegation at the Russian Arms Expo
last year. Lavrov also underlined parliamentary coopera-
tion between the two countries, pointing to the expected
visit of National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem
to Moscow in the coming period to enhance cooperation
and coordination between the two parliaments on vari-
ous issues of common concern.

The Russian foreign minister added that his talks in
Kuwait dealt with political dialogue on regional and
international issues, cooperation at the UN Security
Council, developments in Yemen, Syria, Iraq and Libya,
Palestinian-Israeli talks and the Arab peace initiative.
Regarding the GCC crisis, Lavrov said that his talks in
Kuwait tackled the developments in the Gulf region and
the Russian proposal to ensure security and stability
among GCC countries and Iran. 

Lavrov confirmed that Russia supports the efforts of
the Syrian government to return refugees to their homes
through opening safe corridors for them to return, point-
ing out that Saudi Arabia considers it necessary to speed
up the activation of the Syrian Constitutional
Commission. On the developments of the so-called “Deal
of the Century”, Lavrov said: “We would like to hear
more details about the (deal of the century), especially
since what we hear from the Americans is very worry-
ing,” adding that it would destroy all progress made so
far in negotiations between Palestine and Israel. 

On the latest developments on the issue of Russian
citizen Marsha Lazareva, who was sentenced in
Kuwait over suspected involvement in a financial
crime, Lavrov said: “We dealt with this subject in
accordance with Kuwaiti law and international con-
ventions.” Lazareva was detained in Kuwait on
charges of misusing public funds. 

The joint press conference came after both sides held
official talks during the sixth session of the Russian-
Kuwaiti joint committee for economic, commercial, sci-
entific and technological cooperation. The session was
chaired by the Kuwaiti Minister of Oil and Electricity and
Water Khaled Al-Fadhel, while the Russian side was
headed by Russian Minister for North Caucasus Federal
Affairs Sergey Chebotarev. — KUNA 
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WASHINGTON: A military academy that Donald
Trump attended as a teenager concealed his academic
records in 2011 in response to pressure from Trump
allies, The Washington Post reported Tuesday. The New
York Military Academy came under such pressure after
Trump challenged then president Barack Obama to
release his own academic records, with Trump saying
he was surprised such a “terrible student” got into Ivy
League Schools.

Evan Jones, the headmaster of the military academy at
the time, told the Post that the superintendent of the pri-
vate school “came to me in a panic because he had been
accosted by prominent, wealthy alumni of the school
who were Mr. Trump’s friends” and wanted to keep his
academic records secret. Trump has consistently boasted
he was a superb student throughout his youth.

The school’s superintendent, or director, at the time,
Jeffrey Coverdale, told the paper that he rejected a
request from members of the school’s board of trustees
to hand over Trump’s records to them. “I moved them
elsewhere on campus where they could not be released.
It’s the only time I ever moved an alumnus’s records,”
Coverdale told the Post. Trump spent five years at the
military academy starting in the fall of 1959. He has said
his parents concluded he needed more discipline.

Last week Trump’s former personal attorney,
Michael Cohen, testified to a congressional committee
last week that one of his jobs was to threaten lawsuits
against the schools that Trump attended so they would
never release his grades. Jones said he did not know if
the original request to obtain Trump’s records at the
military academy came from Cohen.

Jones said he found the records in a filing cabinet in
the basement of a building on the campus, which is
about an hour’s drive north of New York City. “I don’t
know if we should be doing this,” Jones recalled telling
his boss. “He told me that several wealthy alumni,
including a close friend of Mr. Trump, were putting a lot
of pressure on the administration to put the record in
their custody for safekeeping.” — AFP 
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WASHINGTON: US President Donald Trump speaks prior to signing an executive order on ‘National Roadmap to
Empower Veterans and End Veteran Suicide,’ in the Roosevelt Room of the White House on Tuesday. — AFP 


